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Overview 
Derwendeg Primary School is a caring and inclusive school with a strong sense of community. Most 

pupils enjoy their time in the school and value the working relationships they develop with staff 

and their peers. The school’s nurturing ethos supports pupils to behave responsibly and to show 

courtesy to others in lessons and around the school. Most pupils settle to tasks readily and focus 

well on their learning. Many pupils make sound progress in developing their literacy, numeracy and 

digital skills, although they do not always extend their use of these fully enough in their wider 

learning.  

Teachers provide a worthwhile variety of learning experiences, including a stimulating variety of 

visits and extra-curricular activities. They support pupils to develop their Welsh language skills 

effectively and provide beneficial opportunities for them to explore their locality and understand 

the wider world. Staff tailor provision to secure pupils’ well-being and to meet their emotional 

needs successfully. This supports pupils to feel valued and to learn how to manage their feelings 

effectively. Teachers structure pupils’ learning thoughtfully. They provide clear objectives in 

lessons and monitor pupils’ progress carefully. However, overall, teachers manage pupils’ learning 

too closely and this hinders their development as independent learners. They do not provide 

enough opportunities for pupils to develop and apply their skills at a suitably challenging level in 

their learning across the curriculum.   

Leaders have successfully developed a committed staff team. They work well together to secure 

improvements, such as increasing rates of pupils’ attendance and developing pupils’ reading skills. 

However, leaders’ evaluation of the quality of teaching does not focus closely enough on its impact 

on pupils’ progress. The headteacher and governors understand the needs of the school community 

well. Staff work energetically to foster strong relationships with families who value the support the 

school provides.   
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Recommendations 

R1 Sharpen self-evaluation processes to focus more keenly on the quality of teaching 
and learning 

R2 Improve teaching to provide suitable challenge to all pupils and develop their 
independence as learners 

R3 Strengthen the curriculum to provide richer opportunities for pupils to develop and 
apply their skills and knowledge 

What happens next 
The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection. 
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School context 

Name of provider Derwendeg Primary School 

Local authority Caerphilly County Borough Council 

Language of the provider English 

Type of school Primary 

Religious character None 

Number of pupils on roll 177 

Pupils of statutory school age 136 

Number in nursery classes 23 

Percentage of pupils eligible for free school 
meals over a three-year average (The 
national percentage of pupils eligible for free 
school meals over a three-year average in 
Primary is 23.7%) 

44.1% 

Percentage of pupils identified as having 
additional learning needs (a) (The national 
percentage of pupils identified as having an 
additional learning need in Primary is 13.2%) 

13.2% 

Percentage of pupils who speak Welsh at 
home 

0.0% 

Date of headteacher appointment 01/09/2019 

Date of previous Estyn inspection (if 
applicable) 

07/12/2015 

Start date of inspection 05/02/2024 

© Crown Copyright 2024:  This report may be re used free of charge in any format or medium 
provided that it is re used accurately and not used in a misleading context.  The material must be 
acknowledged as Crown copyright and the title of the report specified. 

Publication date:  10/04/2024 

Please note that the photographs displayed may not be of the school that is the subject of this 
report. 
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