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Dear

Thank you again for your email, in which you formally request information in regards to Ysgol
Emrys ap lwan.

When dealing with requests for information made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000
(the ‘Act’), Estyn’s obligations include:-

1. Confirming or denying whether it holds information of the description specified in the request;
and
2. Communicating the information requested to the applicant.

There are a number of exemptions under the Act that impact these obligations. Estyn is required
to consider whether an exemption applies in the context of the information being released into
the public domain, not just in the context of the information being released to the particular
applicant that has requested the information.

If Estyn releases information in response to a Freedom of Information request, this is essentially
a decision that the information can be released in response to any similar request from any
member of the public.

In response to your request, | can confirm the following responses to your questions.

a. | attach the inspection reports we have for the school carried out within the dates you
provided, dated 2001, 2008 and 2009.

b. We no longer hold any information on examination results between the years 2000 and
2005. It may be that this information can be obtained from the Statistics team in the
Welsh Government - school.stats@gov.wales — or via the “My local school” website.

c. Inour Annual Report 2007-2008 Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan was included in the list of schools
whose inspection report outcomes were benchmarked for the year — | attach a copy of
the relevant section from the Annual Report. Benchmarking information in respect of
examination results we do not hold, but again may be obtainable from the Statistics
department of the Welsh Government.

If you are not satisfied with the decision Estyn has taken regarding your request for information,
you are entitled to request that we review the matter. Your request for a review should be
addressed to the Feedback and Complaints Manager, and received no later than 20 working days
after the date of this communication.

If you are still not satisfied, you also have a right to complain to the Information Commissioner
through their website:


mailto:Robert.Gairey@estyn.gov.wales
mailto:school.stats@gov.wales
https://mylocalschool.gov.wales/School/6625400?lang=en#0
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LIST OF ACRONYMS IN COMMON USE

A Advanced

ACCAC Qualifications Curriculum and Assessment Auathority for Wales
ALIS Advanced Level Information Systems

AS Advanced Subsidiary

CoEA Certificate of Educational Achievement
EBP Education Business Partnership

GCE General Certificate of Education

GCSE General Certificate of Secondary Education
GNVQ General National Vocational Qualification
ICT Information and Communication Technology
IEPs Individual Educational Plans

KS Key Stage

MFL Moderm Fofeign Languages

MIDYIS  Middle Yoars Information Systems

NAIW National Assembly for Wales

NC National Curriculum

PRU Pupil Referral Unit

Ps (H}E Personal and social (health) education
RNIB Royal National Institute for the Blind

SDP School Development Plan

SENCO Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
SEN Special Educational Needs

Y1-Y13 Year | - Year 13

UA Unitary Authority

WIEC Welsh Joint Education Committee

YELLIS Year Eleven Information Systems
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Inspection of: Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan Date of Inspection: 2428 September 2001

The school and its priorities

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan is an 11-18 mixed comprehensive foundation school, situated in
Abergele, in the county of Conwy. There are 1666 pupils on roll, of whom 230 are in the
sixth form.

Pupils come from a large number of contributory primary schools situated in both urban and
surrounding rural areas, and most of them arrive by bus each day. About one per cent of
pupils speak Welsh as a first language or to an equivalent standard, with roughly equal
proportions in each vear group. Very few pupils come from minority ethnic heritages. Five
pupils receive support teaching in English as an additional language. The school describes its
catchment as predominantly economically disadvantaged. Twenty two per cent of the pupils
are registered as being entitled to free school meals; four per cent above the Unitary
Authority (UA) average {igure. :

The school’s intake represents a wide range of ability, with unequal groups of able and less
able pupils, the latter being greater in number than the former. There are 55 pupils with
statersents of special educational needs (SEN) (45 boys and 10 girls). There are an additional -
342 pupils on the school’s SEN register on Stages 1 to 4 of the SEN Code of Practice.

Welsh is taught and examined as a second language only. No subjects are taught through the
mediam of Welsh.

The school’s stated aim is “to develop students’ potential to the full so that they are equipped
to accept the chailenges of living in a changing society.” In the schooi’s development plan
(SDP) clear objectives are written to achieve this aim. The curriculum is very broad
embracing a large number of both academic and vocational subjects.

The main findings of the report

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan is a popular and caring school that values pupils’ personal and social
development highly. It offers a very wide range of courses, both academic and vocational, to
cater for the full ability range of its intake. It is very well led by the recently appointed
headtcacher who has commuaicated high expectations of future success to all concerned with
the school. He is well supported by all members of the leadership group, the teaching and
support staff, and the governing body. The school has the capacity and the will to achieve
even higher standards than those exhibited in its current accomplishments.

Educational standards gchieved by the pupils

Since the previous inspection there has been an improvement in national fest and external
examination results. The proportion of pupils achieving level 5 or better in the Key Stage
(KS) 3 tests has increased overall, and the percentage of pupils gaining at least five subjects
at grades A*-C in the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) rose from 32 per
cent (below the national average) in 1995 to 36 per cent {(still below the national average) in
2000. The corresponding figure for five subjects at grades A*-G increased most noticeably
from 63 per cent to 81 per cent (close to the national average). When the 2000 KS3 results
are compared with those achieved by schools with similar socio-economic backgrounds, they
match the average figure for such establishments.
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~In 2000 the average points score achieved by students in the General Certificate of Education

(GCE) Advanced (A) level examinations was equal to both the UA and national average
figure. Likewise the percentage of students who achieved two or more grades A-G was equal
to the UA and Wales figure. The percentage of pupils who achieved two or more A level
grades A-C, however, was below the averages for the UA and Wales.

STANDARDS IN SUBJECTS
Subject KS3 KS4 | Sixth Form
English Good Good - Good
Mathematics Satisfactory Satisfactory Good
Science Good Satisfactory Good

| Welsh (Second Language) Satisfactory Satisfactory Good j

| Design and Technology Satisfactory Satisfactory Satisfactory 'E
Information and Communication Good Good Good
Technology (ICT)
Business/ICT n/a Very good n/a
History Satisfactory Good Satisfactory
Geography Satisfactory Satisfactory Good
Modern Foreign Languages ' Satisfactory Satisfactory Good

| Art | Satisfactory Good Good
Music | Satisfactory Satisfactory Good

i Physical Education Satisfactory Good Good
Religious Education Satisfactory n/a n/a
Religious Studies n/a Insufficient n/a

evidence

Personal, Social and Health Education | Good Good Crood
Business Studies n/a Satisfactory Satisfactory
Child Development nfa Good n/a
Classical Studies n/a n/a Good

! Drama Good Good Good

| Electronics n/a Good . Good

| Psychology n/a n/a | Satisfactory
Seciology n/a Very good Very good
Leisure and Tourism n/a Good Good
Health and Social Care n/a Good Good
Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy n/a Satisfactory Very good
Accounting n/a n/a Very good
Media Studies n/a | Good Good
STANDARDS AT KEY SKILLS
Listening Good

| Speaking Satisfactory
Reading Good
Writing Satisfactory
Numeracy Satisfactory -
ICT Satisfactory
Working with others Good 1
Creative Satisfactory 3
Problem solving Satisfactory
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Positive features

@

Results at K83, GCSE and A level in 2000 represented a measurable improvement since
the previous inspection.

Standards were at least satisfactory in 95 per cent of classes observed and good or very
good in 50 per cent. No poor standards were reported.

Standards in sixth form classes in most subjects are good. No unsatisfactory standards
were reported, 65 per cent of classes observed were judged as achieving good standards,
with 10 per cent as very good. :

Standards obzerved in English, ICT, drama, leisure and tourism, health and social care,
media, and personal, social and health education (PSHE) were good in all key stages
where the subject is offered.

Standards observed in business and communication systems, accounting and sociology
were very good throughout.

Pupils with SEN make good progress and achieve well. The provision made for those for
whom the National Curriculum (NC) is either disapplied or modified is very good.

The most able pupils are suitably challenged in the majority of lessons in the core
subjects of English, mathematics and science, and generally gain good grades in
examinations.

Many pupils listen aftentively, read well, use ICT to good effect and work well with their
classmates.

Where good standards are achieved, the significant factors in promoting these standards
are the quality of teaching in the subjects, high expectations and the attitudes to learning
exhibited by the majority of those who attend school regularly.

Shortcomings

%

Standards were unsatisfactory in five per cent of classes observed.

Inconsistency in teachers’ expectations and low pupils’ self-esteem in a significant
minority of classes results in underachievement.

There are insufficient opportunities for extended writing in many subjects and this limits
the development of the full range of literacy skills.

Although pupils use ICT advantageously in many subjects, the remaining curriculum
areas make insufficient use of the technology available to them to raise standards.

Too many pupils across the ability range fail to fulfil their potential by absenting
themseives from school too often and/or for extended periods of time.

Quality of Education

Teachers have good knowledge and understanding of the subjects they teach. They care about
the welfare of their pupils and work hard as a team to achieve the school’s aims. Often they
provide extra help in their own time and provide a range of other experiences to extend and
broaden their pupils” education.

Positive features

&

Teaching was at least satisfactory in 96 per cent of classes observed, and good or very
good in 59 per cent. These figures compare favourably with the national expectations for
2002: 95 per cent and 50 per cent respectively.
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Teaching in the sixth form was good in 76 per cent of classes and very good in a further
10 per cent. There was no unsatisfactory teaching observed in the sixth form.

Teachers and support staff provide sensitive support to help pupils with SEN to achieve
well.

The K83 and the sixth form curricula offer a good, wide and appropriate range of subjects
and courses to allow pupils and students of all abilities to  have aceess to meaningful

- learning experiences.

Teaching is very good in sociology, hairdressing and beauty therapy in the sixth form,
and in business related ICT courses.

All observed teaching in English and drama was judged to be good or very good.

There is very good planning for and implementation of arrangements for key skills in the
sixth form.

The arrangements made for, and the quality of, PSHE, including careers education and
guidance, are very good throughout the school.

The modified curriculum for those pupils with SEN makes a very significant impact on
their progress and attainment. It caters very well for them.

There are good arrangements for assessing and recording pupils’ achievements and
progress in most subjects.

The school provides regular, informative reports to parents.

 Shortcomings

-]

- Teaching was unsatisfactory in four per cent of lessons and was observed in a minority of

subjects.

The planning for the development of key skills across the curriculum is insufficiently
consistent within faculties and departments to be fully effective across K83 and KS84.

Too many departments make insufficient use of analyses of assessment information to
monitor and evaluate the curriculum, teaching and Iearmng,, with a view to promoting

i higher standards.

In a substaniial minority of subjects, teachers’ expectations are nof adequately high and
insufficient attention is paid to matching tasks to pupils’ needs and abilities in mainstream
classes.

Instances of unsatisfactory homework and non-informative marking occur in a small, but
significant number of subjects.

The Spiriteal, Moral, Social and Cultuzral Déveiepmﬁm; of Pupils

Positive festures

®

Pupils’ spiritual development is satisfactory.

Pupils’ moral developroent is good. The school promotes clear values and instils positive
attitudes in the vast majority of its pupils. Most pupils have a clear understanding of right
from wrong, understand and abide by the school rules, and show respect for others.

Pupils’ social development is satisfactory. Relationships amongst the pupils themselves
and between teachers and pupils are predominantly good. :
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¢ Pupils’ cultural development is good.

e Most pupils feel secure, and confident that they can turn to their teachers with any
probiems.

¢ Many teachers promote the Welsh language and culture within the their subjects. All
pupils take a GCSE or Certificate of Educational Achievement (CoEA) course in Welsh.

e Charity work is a significant feature of the school’s activities.

¢ Religious education at KS3 makes a strong contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral and
cultural development. Other subjects, in particular, English, Welsh, geography and art
also support pupils” spiritual development.

e Music is particularly strong in enhancing pupils’ spiritual, social and cultural
development. C

¢ Regular assemblies provide good opportunities for acts of corporate worship and personal
reflection.

Shortcomings

¢ The school does not satisfy its statutory obligation for religious education at K84 and in
the sixth form.

¢ In a minority of cases, the use of group tutor time is ineffective and does not pxovxds for
an act of corporate worship at the start of the school day.

Leadership, Management and Efficiency

The newly appointed headteacher’s leadership is purposeful, and is already proving to be
very effective. There is a shared sense of purpose in the school and a strong corporate ethos.
The leadership group shares a common vision of higher standards, along with all staff in the
school, and amongst its members there is sufficient expertise, experience and knowledge of
the school to enable an efficient management system to operate.

Positive features

» Heads of year and tutors contribute positively to pupils’ pastoral and academic
development. This is a strong feature of the school.

¢ The quality of departmental leadership is predominantly good. It is very good in English.

& The day-to-day administration of the school is efficient and effective. Support staff in all
areas make valuable contributions to the smooth operation of the school.

# The school manages its budget well. It takes appropriate steps to ensure value for money
and financial decisions are taken in accordance with the school’s planned educational
priorities and objectives. -

o Staffing is sufficient to meet the school’s needs and is of good quality.

e The governors play an active and supportive role in the school. They are kept informed
about the school’s work and have a good awareness of the school’s strengths and
shortcomings.

¢ The improvements in the accommodation since the previous inspection have helped
provide pupils with good learning environments, and it meets the school’s curricular
needs. Accommodation for physical education is exceptionally good.
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writing, responding well to literature, using quotations where appropriate, even at KS3,
whilst less able pupils communicate meaning well in shorter pieces of writing. In science too,
pupils often write good accounts of their investigations, the quality and quantity of detail
varying according to ability, but often too much time is spent just copying material. In other
subjects, such as history, writing frames help pupils present their work in meaningful
contexts and for a variety of audiences. In geography, though, writing lacks depth. Too many
pupils provide written answers that either lack structure or are very brief. Overall, too few
opportunities are provided for extended pieces of writing across the curriculum.

Numeracy

Pupils develop good skills of numeracy in their mathematics lessons. They benefit from the
time devoted to teaching numeracy and from regular practice of mental mathematical skills.

Standards in numeracy across the curriculum are satisfactory overall. Many subjects use
mathematics within their programmes of study, for example when using formulae in
spreadsheets in ICT, presenting statistical data in geography, handling fractions in foreign
languages, dimensions and calculations in design and technology, interpreting numerical data
in business and psychology, and using a wide range of mathematical applications in science.

- At present, however, the range of pupils’ mathematical experiences throughout the school is
not fully recorded, nor is there any consistency of terminology or practice across the
curriculum. The school has, however, addressed these issues and pupils’ use of mathematics
throughout the K83 curriculum is being recorded, with a view to ensuring consistency in all
lessons.

Information and communication technology

Although pupils receive regular lessons in ICT throughout KS3, and the majority of them
pursue an ICT related course at KS4, there are missed opportunities in many subjects for
using ICT to the full, and hence standards are satisfactory overall. Many departments make
appropriate use of the ICT facilities available to them to enhance the teaching of their own
subjects, o raise standards therein and incidentally to give pupils the opportunity of applying
their skills in a wider context. Examples of such practice include: geography where pupils
retrieve information from the Internet or use wordprocessing to present their written work;
MFL where pupils use various packages to present their work in posters and similar displays;
design and technology where a variety of software is used, both generic and subject specific.
English make particularly good use of ICT for research, wordprocessing and desktop
publishing, and pupils themselves commented upon the value of this. Nevertheless, the wider
use of subject specific software across the curriculum is limited and, for mstance,
“opportunities for pupils using wordprocessing to redraft their writing are too few,

Working with others

Pupils’ ability to work with others is generally good. In lessons where they are given
opportunities to work in small groups, for example, pupils cooperate well with each other,
listening to classmates’ comments and offering constructive criticism where appropriate,

Creative skills

Pupils’ creative skills are satisfactory. Best examples occur in English and drama, where
pupils respond imaginatively to writing tasks and role-play, in music where they compose
arrangements, and in physical education where pupils are very creative in gymnastic aspects
of the course. In design and technology pupils adapt recipes creatively and illusirate their
designs well, but in other areas, such as geography and MFL, too few opportunities are
provided for creative skills to be developed.
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Problem solving skills

Pupils’ problem solving skills are satisfactory overall. Good examples occur regularly in
mathematics ~ in using and applying mathematics and in GCSE coursework, in physical
education and in aspects of history when considering historical cause and effect. Standards
are good too in science in the sixth form and amongst more able KS4 pupils. Standards in
MFL are satisfactory — pupils are involved in competition work with ‘European Year of
Languages’ and they respond well to ‘guess who’ tasks at K54 German lessons. In other
subjects though, such as science, lack of regular practice for middle ability pupils in
particular, precludes these skills being developed fully. Also in design and technology
(resistant materials) at KS3 the more able pupxls in particular lack the opportunity to develop
creativity and problem solving skills.

Key Skills qualification in the sixth form

Through a very well planned programme, sixth form students are provided with opportunities
to acquire external validation for key skills. The school took part in a national pilot in 1999
and introduced key skills as compulsory for all Y12 students in 2000. Through well-designed
student and tutor guides and the sixth form induction programme all parties concerned are
made fully aware of routes through to accreditation and the school makes good provision for
subject specific lessons, and methods of recording achievement and progress through other
subjects.

During the vear 2000/2001 many students were successful in achieving some level of
accreditation. Fifteen students achieved success in three units and the national qualification;
seven of them achieved level 3 units in all three areas: application of number, communication
and information technology.

Following an evaluation of the full system as implemented, the school has expanded the
progranume to include the wider key skills of students improving their own learning and
performance.

Overall standards in the key skills in the sixth form are good.

4.1 Pupils’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

This school is a happy and caring community. Pupils’ spiritual development is satlsfactory,
their moral, social and cultural development good.

Pupils’ spiritual awareness is developed through worl{ in PSHE and religious education at
KS3. A number of NC subjects, such as English, music and geography also contribute to the
spmtual dimension. A corporatc act of worship is arranged for every year once a week. These
services are orderly occasions; pupils listen attentively and respond appropriately. Pupils
contribute to assemblies, for example, through readings, and music is well used to create a
reflective atmosphere at the beginning, The time is well used to reinforce school values and
to acknowledge publicly pupils’ achievement, for example in behaviour and attendance. On
the days when pupils do not attend year assemblies, it is planned to hold a service in every
class. Appropriate guidelines have been prepared. However, the delivery is variable. In the
best services teachers make a positive and meaningful input, but in other instances, the
presentation is mechanical and no time is given for pupils to reflect npon issues. Hence,
despite the progress made in this respect since the previous inspection, the school does not
fully satisfy statutory requirements for an act of corporate worship. '
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Pupils develop a clear sense of right and wrong. The vast majority show respect for each
other, for their teachers and other adults. There are opportunities to discuss moral issues in
PSHE, English and Welsh. Moral issues are raised regularly in year services and tutor
periods. Pupils of all abilities and backgrounds show great concern, and a sense of
responsibility for others through their support for a wide variety of charities, local, national
and world wide for example: Hope House, Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB),
World Vision and Freedom from Hunger. Within their year groups pupils raise significant
sums of money for these and other charities.

Pupils’ social awareness is fostered through a number of activities such as clubs and extra-
curricular activities, in addition to day-to-day opportunities within school. A strong sense of
community is established and pupils are proud of their school. Most pupils are confident and
cooperative and feel that they belong to a close-knit community. They mix well socially, and
collaborate in pairs and groups, naturally and happily. They take part in exira-curricular
activities in the field of games, music and drama and gain valuable residential experiences in
the Urdd Camp at Glan Llyn, which is attended by large numbers of pupiis. There are only
limited opportunities for pupils of all ages to take on and exercise responsibility. The
relationship between pupils and teachers is good. Racism and other forms of prejudice are
discussed and challenged both in PSHE and in other areas of the curriculum.

The development of pupils’ knowledge of the culture and heritage of Wales is good. There is
a successful school eisteddfod and the Welsh department organises Urdd activities and visits
to Glan Llyn. It is reflected well in the work of the Welsh, history and music departments.
There are many mufti-lingual signs around the building but the Welsh dimension is not a very
prominent feature in the life and ethos of the school. Multi-cultural education is reflected in
aspects of work in many subjects for example, PSHE, religious education, design and
technology and history. Visits to European countries enable pupils to gain an insight into
their heritage and customs. The school choir is a very good ambassador for the school in
Furope and America.

4.2 Behaviour and Attitedes

Standards of behaviour in lessons are generally good. In the public areas of the school,
standards are satisfactory. The school funciions well as an orderly and supportive
~ community. The majority of pupils have a clear understanding of what is expected of them
and are fully aware of the sanctions imposed for inappropriate behaviour. Most pupils are
polite, courteous and relate well to staff and visitors. The school has a comprehensive policy
and set of procedures to promote and reward good behaviour through its ‘Right Start’
programme. In the event of a serious situation, the school employs a ‘fast track” system that
draws on an immediate response from a senior mermber of staff. Pupils who do not conform
to the expected standard of behaviour in the classroom may be removed to the Quiet Room
with appropriate work. The Quiet Room is permanently staffed. The school’s leadership
group closely monitors use of this facility to eliminate inappropriate use. Parents are notified
of unacceptable behaviour. The school has good procedures via the pastoral support
programme for individual pupils at risk of exclusion. The special educational needs
coordinator (SENCO) coordinates this programme efficiently. The SENCO works closely
with the local Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) to successfully support a number of pupils within
the school. Overall, pupils have a satisfactory attitude towards learning. They generally settle
quickly to task, cooperate well with teachers and fellow pupils, and sustain concentration.

The school takes the issues of bullying, racism and sexism seriously and very good
procedures are in place to deal with any incidents brought to the attention of members of
staff. Pupils interviewed said that they felt secure in reporting such incidents to pastoral staff.
The exclusion of pupils, both on a temporary and permanent basis follows the National
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Assembly for Wales (NATW) guidelines. The headteacher, governing body and the leadership
group, consider exclusions. There have been 96 temporary exclusions for boys and 34 for
girls over the last twelve months. These are high figures. One boy was permanently excluded.

The positive behaviour and attitude of the majority of pupils contribute not only to the
efficient daily functioning of the school, but also to the standards pupils achieve, and to their
personal and social development. :

4.3 Attendance

Attendance is unsatisfactory. The overall attendance figure for the school year 2000/2001
was 87.4 per cent. Rates for the three terms during the year vary between 84.2 per cent and
91.2 per cent. These composite figures are below and sometimes well below both the UA and
Wales averages. Other than Year (Y) 7, no year group sustains rates over 90 per cent. The
lowest attendance rates are to be found in Y10 and Y11. Unauthorised absence is high, also
above the UA and Wales averages. Intermittent and long-term non-attendance adversely
affects pupils’ standards of achievement.

Since the time of the previous inspection the school has introduced many initiatives to try and
improve attendance rates, unfortunately these have had limited success. Absence is usually
consistently and rigorously followed up. Reports are produced twice a year and analysed to
identify patterns and reasons for pupils’ non-attendance. Recently, year assemblies have been
used to celebrate the success achieved by form groups with high attendance rates, and to
encourage others to improve their attendance records.

During the inspection some anomalies and shortcomings in the registration systems
employed were brought to the school’s attention. These have been adequately addressed to
improve the rigour of the systems.

A small number of pupils arrive late at school in the morning, often because of transport
problems. Not all lessons start on time because there are occasions when pupils arrive late,
mainly because of the large geographical spread of the site. There are however, occasions
when a few pupils are late arriving at lessons and no valid reason is provided.

5.1 Teaching

The predominantly good teaching observed is a strength of the school. It positively influences
pupils’ learning and is thus an important contributory factor to the good achievements of
many pupils who attend school regularly.

The quality of teaching was at least satisfactory in 96 per cent of classes observed, and good
or very good in 39 per cent. These figures compare favourably with the national targets for
2002 where 95 per cent and 50 per cent are expected respectively. The quality was highest
overall in the sixth form where it was good in 76 per cent of classes and very good in a
further 10 per cent. At K84, 51 per cent of the teaching was graded as good with 13 per cent
very good. At KS3 the corresponding figures were 40 per cent and three per cent. These
figures represent a considerable improvement since the previous inspection when teaching
was judged to be at least satisfactory in 80 per cent of classes and good or better in 50 per
cent.

Teachers have a good knowledge of pupils with SEN and they provide good teaching, care
* and support for these youngsters. They use individual educational plans (IEPs) effectively to
provide appropriately difficult work. Learning support staff also provide good care for pupﬂs
with statements of SEN, and others, and help them to achieve well.
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Personal, social and heaith education is taught very well throughout the school. The well-
organised programme makes an important and valuable contribution towards pupils’ personal
development. Pupils discuss and consider a wide range of moral, social and cultural issues,
including multi-cultural aspects and thus gain a good understanding of associated concerns,
including health related items. Careers education is very well taught.

Teaching is very good in sociology, hairdressing and beauty therapy in the sixth form, and in
the business related ICT courses. This high quality teaching is reflected in the motivation of
the pupils and the calibre of external examination results achieved. Within the business
related ICT courses, for example, teachers have analysed the course requirements very
carefully and have prepared very good materials that enable all pupils to make progress at
different rates — thus allowing them to realise their full potential. Teachers communicate their
high expectations to pupils, encouraging them to become independent in their research,
assessing their progress reguiarly and involving the pupils in the process so that they too are
responsibly critical of their own work. Thus very good standards are achieved at a fast rate.

In most other subjects generally good teaching predominates, although some variation
between key stages and within departments was evident during the inspection. Such teaching
is a major factor in enabling pupils to make progress. Unsatisfactory teaching was observed
in a very small number of lessons across the curriculum.

Most teachers have good knowledge and understanding of the subjects they teach, and often
their enthusiasm for the subject motivates and encourages pupils to enjoy their lessons. They
organise and manage their classes well and use a good range of teaching methods and
strategies that are successful in maintaining pupils’ interest in their work and in encouraging
them to make good progress. In many lessons teachers use well-planned questions to probe
pupils’ understanding and to encourage them to think about their answers before responding,
thus extending their understanding. They make effective use of the school’s arrangements for
the management of pupils’ behaviour, including the ‘quiet room’, so that there is a good
environment for learning in most classes.

Teachers make good use of some very good displays of pupﬂs work on the classroom walls
to motivate pupils to learn well.

Relationships between most teachers and pupils are good, allowing learning to occur in a
friendly but well-structured atmosphere. Expectations of good behaviour are made clear to
pupils and most respond well. A few pupils, mainly from middie ability sets, however,
exnibit challenging behaviour on occasions, and where teachers’ classroom management
skills are limited, learning is adversely affected for the whole group. In the sixth form,
students are regarded as young adults and treated accordingly. They appreciate this and
respond maturely, Many teachers give generously of their time outside of lessons to help
individual pupils and to offer extra-curricular activities.

In many subjects a proportion of the teaching, though satisfactory and containing several
- good features, has a few shortcomings. In science, for example, teachers’ expectations are not
high enough in middle band K84 classes, Likewise in geography and MFL a significant
minority of pupils are insufficiently challenged and thus make unsatisfactory progress. The
use of some non-specialist teaching in Welsh restricts the range of learning activities. In
several subjects, teachers do not make sufficient use of ICT to enhance pupils’ knowledge
and understanding of certain topics that are well suited to the application of pupils’ skills in
ICT. In music, there is a tendency for over direction of the pupils’ creative activities and
insufficient development of pupils’ skills in performance at KS3.

Teachers tfy to help pupils consolidate and extend their learning by setting homework of
appropriate challenge and interest. Pupils do not always cooperate fully. The homework,
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often and appropriately, includes work to develop pupils’ creative and investigative skills. In
many subjects, teachers help pupils to make progress thirough the use of constructive marking
that shows pupils how to improve. There are, however, instances of unsatisfactory homework
being set and non-informative marking occurring across a minority of subjects.

5.2 Assessment, Recording and Reporting |
The quality of assessment, recording and reporting of pupiis’ achievement is good.

Recently revised policies and codes of practice are clear and address the current national
initiatives to drive up standards. Key documents are policies on assessment, recording and
reporting, pupil performance, marking, reporting and rewarding achievement. All of these
reflect the school’s determination to improve standards by improving the quality of

assessment, recording and reporting practice. '

Pupils’ work is marked regularly in most departments. However, the standards of marking
vary from faculty to faculty and between teachers in the faculties. Most marking gives praise
for neatness and achievement. Best practice is observed when the teachers comment on
strengths and weaknesses and set a target to be achieved. This informs pupils of what they
know and can do and contributes to their self-evaluation programme.

Most faculties keep good records of pupils’ progress based upon. regular assessments.
Assessment is most often aligned to NC levels of achievement and to GCSE/General
National Vocational Qualification (GNVQ) level descriptors. All faculties carry out at least
one formal assessment each half term. Very good practice is to be found in the core subjects
where a pilot exercise is implementing the new policies. In these faculties the quality and
accuracy of assessment exercises is being examined. In all subjects assessment gxercises are
being standardised across all classes and teachers. The outcomes of the assessment are being
recorded on the school’s ceniral data bank and fed back to the faculties and to the form tutor.
In this way both teachers in the faculties and the form tutor monitor pupils’ progress and set
targets. Pupils in all years at K83 and K84 keep their own record of assessment scores and
keep their own record of achievement too. The tutor is key to the overall monitoring of
pupils’ progress. Tutors receive weekly data on attendance and on completion of homework.
They receive half-termly assessment data from the faculties based upon effort and attainment.
Underpinning all of this data are the baseline scores at the end of each key stage plus the
information, including predicted grades, that result from the school’s use of performance
testing: MIDYTS at KS3, YELLIS at K84 and ALIS in the sixth form. Each half term one
- PSHE lesson is given over to tutors to discuss the progress being made by their pupils and to
set targets. Parents are included in the mentoring process. Attainment and effort grades are
converted into a points score and these relate to rewards. The school funds the reward
initiative and there is some sponsorship. At KS4 there is one review day. Tutors are freed of
timetable duties to meet pupils and their parents/carers. This is an impressive exercise. It
involves a sharing of the performance data and & self-review exercise. The outcome is that
each pupil will have made a commitment to increasing their estimated grades and will have
accepted a mentoring programme. Pupils with SEN are included in this exercise and all
information about them; their progress and review details are included.

The quality of reporting to parents is good. There are two interim reports each year as well as
the written annual report. The interim report is well received by parents/carers. It supplies
attendance, punctuality and performance data. The annual report gives a written account of
strengths, weaknesses and sets targeis. It meets all statutory requirements. Again, there are
inconsistencies in the guality of writing between faculties and between teachers within the
faculties.
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Good practice is observed when heads of faculty and subject co-ordinators monitor the work
of pupils’ and teachers’ planners, and when faculty members meet formally to complete an
analysis of the performance of individual pupils and of groups of pupils as part of the faculty
self-review process. As part of this process a portfolio of pupils’ assessed work helps
teachers to be consistent in their assessmentis of the levels of achievement of pupils.

Since the last report the school has made good progress in assessment, recording and
reporting of pupils’ achievement. The school has recently appointed two additional
coordinators: one to oversee records of achievement and one to manage data analysis, to
improve consistency of practice throughout the school.

5.3 Curriculem

The curriculum is broad and balanced. It promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and
physical development of the pupils. In so doing, it prepares the pupils for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of adult life. Tt adequately reflects the overall aims of the
school and is socially inclusive, in that it provides for pupils’ needs, interests and abilities,
and there is equal access for all. Where necessary, extra support is afforded by the school to
ensure that this is the case. All of the statutory requirements of the NC are met apart from the
provision for religious education at K84 and in the sixth form. The recent change to a six
period day has increased curriculum opportunities for pupils and has allowed the school to
address issues raised in the last report.

The induction programme for pupils intending to come to the school involves two open days
each year and visits to primary schoels from subject teachers. This allows for teachers at KS3
to have curriculum information from K82, Key members of staff collect assessment data and
pastoral information held on pupils and the school’s SENCO makes sure that the transition
and induction of pupils with SEN are well informed.

At K83, there is adequate time allocated to most subjects. The school makes good provision
for teaching key skills by allocating one period each week, for supported self-study in Y7 and
for information skills in Y8 and Y9. A period of mathematics is also provided each week in
Y7, for numeracy skills development. Well-organised summer schools also provide extra
opportunities for pupils to improve their numeracy and literacy skills. There is appropriate
withdrawal and other in-class support to meet any special needs individual pupils may have
and sound judgements are applied whenever there is a change to this patiern.

Personal, social and health education is allocated one period each week. Form tutors teach it.
Units of study address all of the statutory requirements. In Y9 the careers programme ensures
that pupils are well informed, well supported and advised when making their option choices.
Time is set aside during PSHE for tutors to mentor their pupils and to set targets using
baseline and other assessment data.

At KS4, pupils study English, mathematics, science, Welsh, physical education and PSHE
{which includes aspects of religious education) as compulsory subjects, but there is no
separate provision for religious education. Subject option groups are arranged carefully so as
to offer pupils a variety of choices to suit their interests and to meet their needs, Generally,
the time allocated to each available subject is adequate for pupils to meet the demands of
their final examinations. The level of support given to pupils with special needs continues to
be good. The range of needs is quite extensive, yet all pupils access the full curriculum and
the full range of external examinations. They are fully integrated into other aspects of the life
of the school too. Personal, social and health education continues to be taught by tutors. Units
of study appropriately include citizenship, health and sex education, aspects of religious
education, and misuse of drugs. The units of study allocated to religious education do not
provide sufficient time to meet the statutory requirements of the subject. All pupils have the
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opportunity to benefit from a well-organised session of work experience towards the end of
Y10. Too many pupils are entered for CoEA Welsh, more should attempt the GCSE
examination. - ‘

The breadth of the sixth form curriculum offered by the school is good. It caters for a wide
range of interests and abilities, including resit K34 exarnination lessons. Courses on offer to
students include A level and Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level study in the subjects taken by
students at KS4, and others too, such as psychology and sociology. In addition, the
curriculum offers many vocational courses, some by way of a two-way arrangement with
[landrillo College. '

At both key stages and in the sixth form, with the exception of religious education, courses
meet the requirements of the NC. Most have well constructed programmes of study and in a
number of cases efforts have been made to plan for key skills teaching, the use of ICT, the
inclusion, where appropriate, of ¥ Cwricwlwm Cymreig and to identify the contribution made
by the subject to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. However, there is
inconsistency in practice across the faculties in including these curriculum compenents in
schemes of work. The importance of homework to raise pupils’ levels of achievement is
stressed in school policies. Again, a lack of consistency was observed between faculties and
between individual teachers in faculties too. A small number of pupils are disapplied from
NC MFL and Welsh. These pupils have very good provision made for them by the school’s
SENCO. There is 2 wide range of extra-curricular activities on offer to pupils across the
school. Papils value these and gain great benefit from them too.

5.4 Support, Guidance and Pupils’ Welfare

The quality of support and guidance offered to the pupils is very good. The school places
strong emphasis on the personal welfare and academic development of all pupils.
Relationships between pupils and teachers are good overall. Pupils feel secure and are
‘confident that they can turn to their teachers with any problems.

The school has a designated pastoral team with clearly defined responsibilities. A deputy
headteacher with pastoral responsibilities leads the team very well. The form tutor is
designated as the central figure in monitoring progress and setting targets for pupils. This is
an area for continued development. Pupils stay with the same form tutor from Y7 to Y11,
Consequently, tutors know their pupils well. The discipline structure provides clear guidance
for staff in the event of a disciplinary matter. Heads of year, the SENCO and senior pastoral
staff deal with more serious cases. Where outside agency involvement is considered
necessary, the SENCO coordinates the administrative procedures and makes referrals to UA
services. The assistant head and SENCO meet weekly to discuss referrals from staff. Where
attendance is the main issue, referral can be via pastoral staff and the educational support
worker. The school provides a self-help base, a facility that can be used to reintegrate pupils
following exclusion or those with attendance problems. The SENCO works closely with
heads of year to plan and monitor the reintegration of pupils. '

The school has adopted a very positive response to social inclusion, NAfW Circular 3/99,
Programmes of stady are arranged involving core studies, the tertiary college and work
placements. A social inclusion grant has been allocated to the school. This is being used to
target attendance, fixed term exclusion and alternative provision at KS4. The deputy
headteacher (pastoral) is the nominated member of staff for child protection. The
comprehensive procedures employed comply with NAIW requirements. The governing body
has approved a suitable range of policies that include: anti-bullying, health and safety and sex
education. Arrangements for dealing with statutory health needs are met by the school nurse
who is also a valued member of the school’s counselling team.
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The standard of the PSHE programme is very good. The programme has a dedicated 50-
minute period per week. The programme incorporates a very good careers programme. This
starts in Y8 and increases in depth in Y9. In Y9, pupils have an inferview with the Careers -
Adviser, employed by Careers Wales North West, to prepare for GCSE options. Year 10
pupils use the KUDOS programme that provides access to careers guidance and a follow up
plan. In Y11, all pupils receive a careers interview. Parents may attend if they wish. This
facility is also avatlable in the sixth form with career plans for students. Work experience is
provided at the end of Y10. Carcers Wales North West conducts risk assessments. Pupils
have access to an extensive carcers library. In addition, the school also has access to the
Canllaw Online facilities.

The head of sixth form and form futors provide good student support. There is effective
monitoring of student achievement and follow up of individual action plans and records of
achievement. The senior deputy head is the designated person in charge of health and safety.
Procedures for ensuring the health and safety of pupils and staff are satisfactory. All teaching
areas of the school have qualified first-aiders who can respond as necessary. Regular risk
assessments are undertaken, as are fire drills. The school has identified and attempted to
address without success some issues of health and safety. The most serious of these relate to
pupils crossing the public road between sites and the lack of safety barriers between the
school playing fields and the slip road to the A55 expressway., '

The school has addressed the previous inspection key issue relating to improving the quality
of provision within the PSHE programme.

5.5 Provision for Pupils with SEN

The school’s provision to support pupils with SEN in their progress and achievement is good.
Professional and material resources are deployed effectively to ensure that all pupils are well
integrated into the life and work of the school and have access to a broad and balanced
curriculum. The school’s response to the Code of Practice is very good.

There are 55 pupils with statements of SEN and 25 per cent of pupils are on Stages 2, 3 and 4
of the Code of Practice. Fourteen pupils have been correctly disapplied from Welsh and MFL
in order to receive extra help with their literacy skills. One statement includes modifications
to the NC in order to meet the needs of the pupil.

The SEN Code of Practice is well implemented; statements are reviewed annually when
parents and, where relevant, external agencies are properly consulted. The SEN register is
reviewed effectively and the school has clear procedures for the identification and monitoring
of all pupils on the register. All pupils on Stage 2 and above have relevant IEPs prepared by
the special needs teachers. They include useful information, a good range of activities and
relevant targets. They are distributed to all departments and they have started to influence the
planning in most of them.

The Self Help Centre is very well organised and provides a very good teaching, support and
resources base for a very wide range of pupils with SEN. Modifications to fopics in subjects,
together with differentiation of activities are routinely made to promote challenge through the
provision of appropriate individual learning activities. Pupils” work is well matched to their
educational ability levels. Good individual programmes are devised by the specialist teachers
and supported by relevant commercial schemes. Pupils with a wide range of SEN are making
very good progress in their reading and speliing skills. Visiting UA teachers for hearing
impaired and visually impaired pupils work closely with the department fo ensure maximum
support and guidance.

The three specialist SEN teachers provide effective links with their relevant subjects for
supporting pupils across the curriculum. They offer very good support to subject teachers in
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developing their SEN expertise and for identifying pupils’ needs. The in-class companion
support provided in some mainstream lessons for pupils with SEN is effective, and allows
pupils to be fully involved in the lessons, but it is insufficient to meet pupils’ needs across the
curriculum. Good practice occurs when teacher assistants record the activities and the
progress of pupils with SEN when supporting. The pupils who have specific learning
difficulties make good progress in literacy and in the way that they organise their work. They
follow relevant individual language skills programmes, and they are gaining in self-
confidence and developing useful strategies to improve their work. The visiting UA teacher
and the school’s special needs teachers offer good support.

In Y10 and Y11, a small group of pupils are withdrawn from one option to follow a core
skills programme. The programme has been prepared to suit the pupils’ needs, and the work
is well planned with relevant and interesting units of work. Pupils are given very good
opportunities to learn and practise life skills, such as the theory of safe driving and
knowledge of driving skills. Most pupils enjoy the course and are achieving well. However,
regular absences of a minority of pupils militate against both progress and standards for those
pupils.

The SENCO provides very good leadership and is well supported by the two specialist SEN
teachers and the teaching assistants. The ‘Summer School’, the Harry Potter Reading Club
and the Self Help Room, that opens from 8.15 am to 4.30 pm, are all valuable resources to
support pupils with SEN. The leadership group and the governors support the work and
ensure suitable opportunities for pupils with SEN. Since the last inspection more strategies
have been developed to ensure the success of the school’s inclusion policy.

5.6 Partnership with Parents and Community, Schools and Other
Institutions

Links with parents, the community, schools and other institutions are satisfactory. Overall,
they make a positive contribution to pupils’ standards of achievement and personal
development. The results of the guestionnaires to parents and comments from the meeting
with parents indicate generally positive support for the school’s work.

The information provided for parents is satisfactory. High quality information booklets are
provided for parents of pupils about to enter the school, make option choices or move to sixth
form education. The school prospectus is of a similar high standard. The school holds regular
information evenings, for example for parents of pupils about to join the school in Y7 or
giving advice how they might support their children studying for GCSEs and for those pupils
with SEN. Day-to-day information, however, such as newsletters, is not produced regularly.
Homework diaries are not consistently used as a means of communication between home and
school. The governors’ annual report to parents has a number of omissions and does not meet
the recommendation of the NAfW.

Many parents support school productions and musical concerts where their children are
involved. The self-help information evening for parents of pupils with SEN was well
attended during the inspection week. The school reports, however, a disappointing support
from parents at evenings to discuss the progress their children are making. There is a small
parents and teacher association that organises social and fund-raising events for the benefit of
the school; money raised has been used to purchase percussion instruments for the music
department and resources for the SEN department. The school has produced a home/school
agreement and this is issued to parents of all pupils entering Y7.

Links with the community are satisfactory. The school operates its own on-sife printing
company that members of the public can use; similarly the health and beauty department is
run as a business and used by the community. Sixth form students organise a Christmas party
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each year for a nearby school whose pupils have learning difficulties. The school choir sings
at local senior citizens’ centres. In a limited number of subjects visits to the Jocal and wider
community are used well to support the curriculum. Pupils” work, however, is not regularly
celebrated within the community; for example, pupils’ artwork is not displayed in local
galleries. IR '

The good liaison and transition programme with the partner primary schools ensures the
smooth transition of pupils to the next stage of education. Curriculum links exist between 12
subject areas in the school and partoer primary schools, and the school is seeking to improve
these arrangements. Adult education classes are based on the school site through a strong
partnership with Llandrillo College. The school has links with initial teacher training
institutions and trainee teachers regularly undertake their teaching practice at the school.

5.7 Partnership with Industry

Although there is some good practice, the school lacks an overall policy or management
strategy to ensure that the advantages of the work-related curriculum and industrial
partnership permeate the whole curricutum and benefit ail pupils. In a restricted number of
subjects, where links with industry or business are well established, they make a valuable
contribution to pupils’ knowledge, undorstanding and awareness of the world of work.
However, only a very limited number of elements of the work-related education programme
are in place. Overall, the school’s partnership with local business and industry is satisfactory.

The recently modified work experience programme is good. All pupils in Y10 have the
opportunity to undertake a work placement; this is a change to the school’'s previous
arrangements. The programme is well planned and well organised, but heavily reliant on the
monitoring and support of all individuals by one teacher. Pupils and employers undertake an
evaluation, and this feeds into pupils’ cecord of achievement. The work experience
opportunity is a valuable exercise and makes an effective contribution t0 pupils’ personal
development. However, with the exception of business subjects, there is limited follow up
work undertaken in other areas of the curriculum, Students in Y12 and Y13 have no
opportunity for work placements unless these are directly linked to their course programme.

The school has benefited greatly over recent years from sponsorship received from both local
and national organisations; as a result the learning environment has been improved. However,
there is only limited direct input from business to raise awareness of the world of work.
Where good practice exists, such as in business related ICT, design and technology, Welsh
and some GNV( subjects, this has a positive effect on standards of achievement.

Cutriculum enrichment opportunities are limited. Members of Round Table provide
personnel who support mock interview days i Y11, and representatives from local business
support a study skills day for these pupils. The leadership in industry“day did not take place
last year. There is no Fnterprise activity, although the school has recently attended an
introduction day for this aspect and hopes to form a group from the current Y12 pupils.

The careers advisory service provides effective objective advice to preparé pupils for
employment, training, forther and higher education. There are no links with the Training and
Enterprise Council or Education Business Partnership (EBF) schemes.

A very small number of staff have benefited from indusirial placements, which took place in
their own time during school holidays. Experiences gained have had a limited impact, put
some have been used to develop contacts of benefit to the school. Regular placements,
however, do not form part of any professional development programme for staff.
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6.1  Quality of Self-Evaluation and Planning for Improvement

Until very recently the school had not fully embraced the accepted school improvement
agenda of recent years, with its emphasis on systems of accountability. This philosophy arose
from a belief in freedom and entrepreneurship rather than the perceived constraints of
performance management systems. Consequently, although the school has embarked upon a
good system of faculty and departmental reviews, using accumulated data in its evaluations,
it has, as yet, had limited influence on pupils’ standards of achievement or on teaching and
learning styles.

Nevertheless, the school has evaluated its progress in addressing the key issues highlighted in
the previous report well. In addition, it has identified 11 appropriate priorities for
improvement and these include the development of a self-evaluative culture in the school. All
are clearly acknowledged in the SDP, along with appropriate actions to be taken, expected
outcomes, personnel involved, timescales and cost implications. It is a good development
plan. The priorities identified within the SDP are appropriately reflected within individual
departmental development plans.

The governing body reviews progress in the school through examination of external
assessment results along with UA agreed targets and acknowledges that there is a measure of
monitoring of classroom practice, but it is not fully involved in consistent evaluative
procedures. :

Even though the school’s framework for self-evaluation is not yet fully implemented by all
facuities, there is good practice within various departments. In English, for example,
departmental meetings focus upon standards, teaching, analysis of resuits and teaching
methods. All members of staff participate in the debates and these meetings then have a
- direct impact upon choice of curriculum, schemes of work, and lead to better standards.
Aspects of good practice are alsc evident in mathematics, science, MFL, music and religious
education. Conversely there is a lack of effective procedures in history, art, geography and
Welsh. Too often data is collected, recorded and considered, but no action is taken to plan for
improvement. Many departmental development plans are designed to raise standards and the
priorities contained in them rightly coincide with those in the SDP. However, there is no
systematic, regular monitoring of teaching, learning and standards to inform development
planning. In too many departments evaluation is essentially informal or anecdotal and not
based upon an agreed set of criteria or clearly delineated practices.

The school collects and analyses a considerable amount of available information, such as that
provided by various external agencies and from standardised tests, as well as value added
data from the Welsh Joint Education Commitiee (WIEC), on results at GCSE and A level.
The extent to which departments use this data effectively to improve practice is variable. Not
all heads of department make sufficiently rigorous use of national comparative and other data
to inform their targets for future success. '

6.2 Leadership and Efficiency

Under the very good and enthusiastic leadership of the newly appointed headteacher, who
works closely and cooperatively with the rest of the school’s leadership group and with the
governing body, the school provides a good and supportive environment in which pupils have
every opportunity to learn well and to achieve high standards. There is a clear and purposeful
direction to the school’s work, with a shared commitment to succeed. The morale of the staff
and pupils is high.
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The governing body is an able and committed group, involved in planning and reviewing
aspects of the school’s performance. There is an appropriate structure of committees and
meetings of the full governing body by which to make decisions.

The school is working hard to achieve its main aims and to improve the quality of education
it provided for its pupils. It has set ambitious targets in its development plan, which
appropriately refers to, amongst other items, improving: the motivation, attendance and
behaviour of students; students’ key skills; home-school links; self-evaluation procedures. It
also addresses the issues of more effective monitoring of pupils, reduction of
underachievement and further development of the use of ICT across the school.

The quality of leadership and management of faculties and departments is satisfactory
overall. The quality and effectiveness of current practice is under review at the time of
writing this report. : ‘

In English, for example, the head of faculty is a very strong and effective leader who works
very well with all subject teachers, Such efficient and cooperative management has had a
major impact on the good. performance of the faculty. All staff are focused upon seeking
ways to raise standards, achievable but challenging targets are set to maintain progress,
resources are well used and well managed, and there is a strong emphasis upon staff
development so that pupils can receive the best teaching available to help them improve.

Many departments are well led. The science faculty, for instance, works effectively as a team,
with members of staff having delegated responsibilities to ensure smooth and efficient
operation on a day-to-day basis. In mathematics, well-prepared documentation provides a
good basis for making progress and raising standards, but there is some inconsistency in the
realisation of the faculty’s aims. In the business related ICT and vocational studies areas,
there is an obvious sense of purpose, good planning, target setting and monitoring. Priorities
are changed to meet emerging needs and routine administration is good. Within a significant
minority of subjects, however, unsatisfactory qualities are evident, such as in history where
inconsistency of practice is adversely affecting standards.

Financial planning and management are very good. The budget is set by appropriate
reference to the curriculum and the consequent staffing, accommodation and learning
resource requirements. Governors and senior staff work well together to achieve this. The
governing body also exercises careful oversight of the school’s finances, staffing provision
and appointments. Daily management of finances is very efficient. Spending decisions are
taken only after proper consideration of the school’s agreed priorities for development, and
then the personnel concerned take particular care to ensure that best value for money is
obtained. The latest auditors’ report received by the school contained a number of
recommendations. The school responded to these in an action plan and most of them have
been implemented. The school maintains a sensible surplus year on year as a contingency
fund for unexpected costs.

Staffing costs are equal to the national average, but the school’s pupil to teacher ratio and its
average class size are better than the national averages. Expenditure per pupil on books and
equipment is well above the national figure. Capitation is awarded to departments based upon
a pattern of funding used over a period of time along with an equitable bidding system, and in
most cases the allowances are adequate or better, enabling subjects to provide well for their
pupils.

Day-to-day organisation and administration are efficient and effective. Support staff in all
areas make a positive and valuable confribution to the smooth running of the school.

On the whole the school makes good use of its resources for learning, but in a minority of
subjects there is insufficient use of the available ICT facilities. The deployment of staff is
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appropriate. The accommodation is well used and in most areas has a positive influence on
pupils’ learning.

The school meets statutory requirements relating to pupils’ entitlement to subjects in the
curriculum, with the exception of religious education at KS4 and in the sixth form. It follows
the guidelines of the NAfW circulars and takes due note of advice received from ACCAC,

6.3 Staffing, Accommodation and Learning Resources
Staffing

The school is adequately staffed with 87 full-time and 17 part-time teachers, including the
headteacher, resulting in the full-time equivalent of 95.7 teachers. This allows the school to
benefit from a generous pupil to teacher ratio of 15.0 to 1, better than the national average.
Teacher qualifications and experience match the requirements of the national and wider
curricula. In most subjects, deployment of staff ensures that individual teachers’ knowledge
and skills are used effectively to the benefit of pupils and students and allows them to fulfil
their pastoral and managerial roles. Non-contact time is well distributed in line with teachers’
responsibilities. Many teachers give freely of their time and energies in out of lesson
activities to support and encourage pupils to make better progress and to develop their
personal and social skills.

The provision of support staff for pupils with SEN is adequate overall and they provide a
highly efficient service.

Non-teaching staff, including office and clerical staff, technicians, information centre
personnel, the nurse, caretaking and cleaning staff, and the restaurant personnel all provide
effective support across a wide range of duties. They make a valuable contribution to the life
of the school.

The programme of professional development for staff is generally well related to individual
and departmental needs, and to the requirements of the SDP. Records of staff development
are kept and teachers provided with opportunities to benefit from a good range of in-house
and externally provided programmes to extend their expertise. During the last year
development has appropriately focused upon curriculum changes, key skills and the
development of management skills. A noteworthy development is the introduction of
professional development portfolios for staff.

Newly qualified teachers and teachers new to the school are provided with a good planned
induction programme, and they are well supported within their faculties.

A few staffing problems exist in some curriculum areas. For example, there has been some
difficulty in recruiting qualified teachers of Welsh. This has resulted in half of all lessons in
the language being taught by non-specialists.

Accommodation

The school’s accommodation is, for the most part, in good condition and it caters well for
most of the curricular needs. The school roll, however, is well in excess of that for which the
school was intended and this results in overcrowding in some areas. Whilst the school does
all it can to avoid such occasions, they do occur since some rooms within the school
buildings are small. Such is the case in music where standards are, nevertheless, at least
satisfactory. Lack of space and large numbers of pupils, especially at KS4, limit the range of
activities that can be attempted and thus inhibit standards improving further. Many of the
technology and science areas are used so often, albeit to good effect, but there remains too
little time for preparation and repair work. '
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The accommodation for physical education is excellent and that for design and technology is
very good throughout.

Although many departments enjoy suites of rooms in close proximity, on a significant
number of occasions teachers have to travel some considerable distance across the school to
teach classes. This creates problems for availability of resources and for access to support
from colleagues.

The good quality decoration, the many carpeted areas, the good furniture, the well-used
information centre and the restaurant all create an overall pleasant workmg environment for
staff and pupils.

The quahty of displays of commercially produced materials and pupﬂs work throughout the
school in classrooms is generally good. They do much to enhance the learning environment
for pupils. In many corridors, however, there is a lack of such good stimulating material.

Resources for learning

Expenditure on learning resources is above the national average and this results in the quality
and quantity of resources being good overall with an appropriate range of books, equipment
and audio-visual apparatus being available to enhance teaching and learning. There is a lack,
however, of classroom instruments in music. This deficiency, added to the accommodation
problems experienced by the subject, exacerbates the situation. Many pupils do not have
access to textbooks for home use and in consequence of this the scope and range of
homework is often limited. Many departments, though, make up for this deficiency by
producing high quality worksheets and mformatzon sheets that help pupils consolidate their
learning and to make progress.:

The school enjovs a pupil to computer ratio of around 6 to 1, which is good, but many of the
computers are old and not compatible with much of the modern software available in the
commercial world today. Nevertheless, the equipment is well used in many areas; it helps
pupils improve their ICT skills and enhances learning in many subjects.

The information centre, a valuable and well-managed resource that contains many computers,
some with Internet access, also houses the school library. The number of books it contains,
however, particularly in the fiction section, is very low for the size of school. On the other
hand, the English department has a substantial fiction section of its own to ameliorate the
situation somewhat.

Standards achieved by pupils

English
Standards of achievement are good at K83, KS4 and in the sixth form.

At K83, standards in speaking and listening are good. Pupils listen actively and are eager to
read aloud. They mostly listen with courtesy and attention to their peers. They respond well
to a good variety of speaking opportunities, exchange ideas freely, and contribute with
enthusiasm to well-directed class discussion. Patient and sympathetic structuring of lessons
encourages pupils with SEN to contribute without inhibition. Good progress is made in
reading. Pupils explore a wide range of carefully selected texts, developing understanding
through stimulating writing and speaking activities. Wide reading, supported by class
libraries, is encouraged and well-monitored through the use of reading logs. Pupils develop
good writing skills and write in a wide range of forms for different purposes. A programme
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of thoroughly-assessed key tasks ensures that the requirements of the NC are met. Pupils of
higher ability plan and execule significantly extended pieces of writing. All pupils, but
particularly those of lower ability, are assisted by prompts and frameworks that help them
extend and organise their writing. Marking is very thorough and offers good support and
assistance to pupils in improving the guality of their writing. Good use is made of ICT to
enable pupils to explore presentation techniques, inform their work with research and
produce very professional pieces of work. The proportion of pupils achieving fevel 5 and
above in the national tests at the end of K83 is below the national proportion, but in line with
the proportion for similar schools. It has increased since the last inspection and in 2000 the
proportion of pupils achieving level 6 and above was in line with the national proportion. The
results in English by the end of KS3 are proadly in line with those in mathematics and
science.

At XS4, standards of speaking and listening are good. Pupils make good contributions o
whole-class and group discussion though are less enthusiastic in their responses than younger
pupils. They respond well to a stimulating range of formal and systematically assessed
opportunities to demonstrate their speaking skills. Standards of reading are good. Pupils meet
the demands of a good variety of texts and are able to extract information to support their
answers. Their understanding is developed well through good use of directed speaking and
writing activities, appropriate to their abilities. Pupils of higher ability make well-structured
and extended responses, supported in the case of literature answers with textual references.
Pupils of average and lower ability write clearly and relevantly with the help of prompts. The
quality of writing is significantly improved by good practice in drafting. Relative to their
abilities, pupils produce a significant body of written work, in which the quality of expression
is improved by careful marking. Generally pupils present their work carefully, though pupils
of lower ability sometimes have problems with spelling. Pupils utilise ICT capably to access
information and a significant number makes good use of JCT in the presentation of work.
GCSE results in English have improved steadily since the last inspection. Although they are a
little below the national average at grades A*-C, they are in line at grades A*-G. Almost all
pupils are entered for GCSE English except a very small number who cannot meet the
demands of the GCSE course, and gain appropriate accreditation through the CoEA. Girls do
better than boys, but only as they do nationally. In GCSE English literature the proportion of
pupils entered achieving grades A*-C is below the national average but has improved since
the last inspection and the proportion of pupils entered has increased to close to the national
proportion. Generally, pupils achieve better at GCSE in English than in the other core
subjects.

Standards of achievement in the sixth form are good. Students are comfortable in their
relationships with staff and share ideas maturely. They contribute perceptively in class
discussion, showing secure knowledge and understanding of texts and familiarity with the
language of textual crificism and linguistic analysis. Students are able to make their own
notes and their extensive and assiduous written work displays maturity and a considerable
capacity for wide ranging research and analysis. Thorough and helpful marking of their work,
and the provision by teachers of a significant body of support material, assist their progress.
Their understanding is enhanced by good use of audio-visual aids, enabling pupils to record
and analyse their own use of language and to study texts in performance, and by
opportunities to visit and experience live theatre performances. Courses are offered in both
literature and language to GCE, AS and A2 levels. Since the last inspection the resulis
achieved by students have remained consistently satisfactory in relation to national standards
and good relative to students’ abilities.

Progress since the last inspection is good. Standards of achievement have risen at both KS3
and K34. The proportion of pupils entered for GCSE has increased. Good attention has been
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paid to the development of the range of pupils’ reading through the provision of class
libraries and the use of reading logs to monitor pupils’ progress.

Mathematics
Standards are satisfactory at K83 and K84, and are good in the six 1 form.

The results of the end of KS3 tests in 2001 showed that the percentage of pupils that achieved
level 5 or better was lower than the national norm. The GCSE resu ts in 2001 showed that the
percentage of pupils achieving grades A*-C was also a little >elow the national norm,
although the school’s performance at this level has improved stadily over the past three
years. The A level results in 2001 were satisfactory.

At K83, pupils’ algebraic technigues are developing appropriately; they understand the use of
letters to represent an unknown, and they can solve a range of linear equations and also
simple simultaneous equations. Their knowledge of the properties ¢ { shapes is good, and they
can measure angles accurately. They can calculate the areas and pe imeters of simple shapes,
and can also measure correctly, and use the correct units in doing so. Pupils’ number work,
however, is marred by an inability to do mental calculations quickly and correctly. This is
particularly evident with many middie ability pupils, and does little to enhance their
mathematical confidence. This deficiency undoubtedly leads to soine underachievement in
both the middle and lower ability bands; it also leads to an over dependency on using a
calculator. Some use is made of information technology in the lessons, but this aspect is
underdeveloped at the moment.

At K84, pupils have a good understanding of the basic concepts of number, and can select the
appropriate mathematical operation when solving simple problems. The range of mental
calculation strategies used by the vast majority of pupils is limited, and consequently their
proficiency in numeracy is not sufficiently developed to assess the accuracy of answers. Most
pupils are able to deal correctly with negative numbers, although a significant proportion
expetience difficulties when substituting negative numbers in algebraic expressions. The
algebraic techniques of the most able pupils are well developed, and those of the middle
ability and lower ability pupils are developing satisfactorily. Pupils can make appropriate use
of Pythagoras’ Theorem, and trigonometric technigues are developing well for the abler
pupils. Pupils’ knowledge of the properties of shapes is good, and pupils of average ability
and above can solve problems involving angles, as well as measure angles correctly; they can
also calculate the area and perimeter of various shapes, including a triangle, a circle, and a
sector of a circle. Pupils’ ability to collect and represent data in various graphs is satisfactory;
their understanding of probability is also satisfactory. There is a limited use of ICT in the
lessons, but this needs 1o be developed forther in the future.

At both key stages, pupils with SEN make good progress, due to the good support given by
the department. :

Standards in the sixth formn are good. Students show a good understanding of the concepts
and principles involved in their courses, and apply their knowledge effectively when solving
problems, and express their answers clearly and logicaily. They are able to discuss their work
in a confident and mature manner, and produce work of a good, and sometimes very good
standard. The A level results in 2001 were satisfactory, but over the three-year period 1995-
2001 they have been good.

Since the last inspection in 1996 there has been a marked improvement in the standards of
teaching in the department. The teaching standards are now al least satisfactory across. the
age ranges, and are good in the majority of classes. Several new strategics have also been
introduced this year with the specific aim of continuing to raise the standards of achievement
of pupils across the ability range.
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Science
Standards of achievement are good at KS3 and in the sixth form, and are satisfactory at KS4

At KS3, pupils are developing a good knowledge and understanding of science, They are
developing their skills across the NC programmes of study relative to their individual levels
of ability. New and developing learning resources support good standards of achievement
and teaching. In many lessons, pupils work safely and confidently, observing and recording
data accurately. The quality of their writien work is also good. Pupils can explain current and
earlier investigations clearly and use scientific vocabulary well. They apply what they know
to new situations, solve problems and relate their knowledge to everyday life situations.
Pupils use homework diaries well, keep a personal record of achievements and discuss these
with their teachers. Pupils with SEN make good progress in their NC studies. Setting begins
in Y9 to extend and meet the needs of the most able pupils, and they respond accordingly. In
the 2001 NC tests the percentage of pupils achieving level 5 and above was just below the
national average. Nonetheless, results are better than those reported at the time of the
previous inspection. '

At K84 more able pupils make good progress. Most of them demonstrate a high level of
achievement and a high degree of skills appropriate to scientific investigation. Written work
is very good. In all lessons these able pupils respond to good quality teaching that challenges
them appropriately. They apply very good knowledge and understanding to solving problems
in new situations. Their level of scientific vocabulary used in both oral and written work is
appropriate to their levels of ability. Tasks are always completed and recorded accurately. All
homework exercises are completed. Fewer pupils in the middle band are secure in their
understanding of the concepts. Whilst many display a level of skills appropriate to the
scientific investigations undertaken, they do not retain knowledge and they are not
sufficiently challenged by current teaching strategies. Classwork and homework remain
incomplete. There are many passive listeners. The least able pupils make good progress and
demonstrate a sound practical understanding of the application of science to everyday life. In
the 2001 GCSE results, single and double science grades were below the national averages.
However, the grades for the separate sciences are good and arc well above the national
average.

In the sixth form students forther their knowledge and understanding well. They are able to
apply this to problem solving in their investigations and to make good progress during
practical work. They are able to answer questions at an appropriate level and to demonstrate a
mature use of scientific vocabulary during discussion work. The 2000 mean grade A level
‘'score was above the national figure for all three sciences. Results in chemistry were very
good. In the 2001 examinations, though, the three mean scores were below the national
averages. In the 2001 AS results, however, standards were good.

The faculty has made good progress since the last report. Management is a strength, as is the
structure that allows for good self-evaluation, development and suppoit for the science team.
The faculty handbook is effective in bringing about consistent practice and in raising
standards. Teaching and learning are well supported by two technicians, but more technical
support is required.

Welsh second langnage
Standards are satisfactory at KS3 and K84, and good in the sixth form.

Pupils’ listening skills are well developed and there is a positive response by pupils of all
abilities to interesting listening and viewing exercises provided by the teaching staff. Pupils
are able to capitalise on their listening skills to enhance their reading skills, for example,
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when undertaking a reading comprehension task based on the script of part of a television
prograymme whilst simultaneously listening to it.

The majority of pupils respond well to oral pair work both in the form of langnage practice
and communicative tasks. Pupils in high ability sets at KS3 and those following the full
GCSE course at K84 are confident when discussing a range of current issues from television
programmes to fox hunting and are able to express their opinions using 4 range of appropriate
language.

Reading aloud is well developed and pupils of all abilities are confident when participating in
paired and whole class reading tasks. Reading skills are further enhanced by the long
¢stablished independent reading scheme.

The written tasks undertaken by pupils effectively integrate with the set oral and reading
tasks at KS3 and KS4. However, scrutiny of pupils’ work revealed insufficient opportunities
for extended writing with the exception of pupils following the full GCSE course. Little
evidence was found of pupils undertaking a range of appropriately challenging extended
writing tasks as they progress through the key stages. There was no evidence of pupils
drafting and re-drafting work, which is a crucial element in raising standards of writing,

At K84 there is a disproportionate number of pupils following the CoEA course and a low
number following the full GCSE course; these factors represent underachievement. The 2001
GCSE results obtained by the 23 per cent of Y11 pupils who sat the examination were above
the national average for grades A*-C, being 68 per cent as compared with 63 per cent.

Standards in the sixth form are good; for example, students following the GNVQ pilot course

are able to discuss complex issues using a wide range of appropriate language patterns. Only
- two students aitempted the A level examination in 2001, but these achieved well, obtaining a
grade A, and a grade C.

Since the last inspection, reading standards have improved and there has been progress in
oracy, particularly at KS3. However, writing needs further attention. '

Design and technology

Standards of achievement are satisfactory throughout the school.

At KS3, pupils progress through well-structured projects that enable them to design and make
products using food, textiles and a range of resistant materials. With guidance, the majority
can analyse design briefs, produce specifications, develop designs and make artefacts
adopting a variety of appropriate processes. They acquire a sound basis of knowledge
regarding the properties of various materials; they use hand tools effectively and adopt safe
and hygienic working practices in the workshops and kitchens.

In both Food and Textiles pupils develop good research and investigational skills; they
appreciate the value of flow charts and of on-going evaluation, but final evaluations are
generally weaker. Practical cookery skills are well developed and the use of technical
vocabulary is good. Drawing and sketching skills are practised effectively in Textiles with
pupils able to use colours to enhance the presentation of their work.

In resistant materials, pupils achieve satisfactory standards overall. Nevertheless, the more
able pupils in particular lack the opportunity to develop creativity and problem solving skills.
Furthermore, due to the absence of appropriate equipment pupils are denied the opportunity
to become involved in computer-aided design. Presentation of design work is weak generally,
although it was evident that a few of the more able pupils can produce work of a good
standard. Practical worlk is of a satisfactory standard.
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At K84, pupils may opt for design and technology in Food, Resistant Materials or Graphics.
GCSE results are generally in line with the national average. Pupils who pursue Food
respond well to tasks set, they contribute readily to class discussions and convey a good
understanding of the functions of nutrients in the diet and of the principles underlying the
cooking of food. They adopt a critical approach towards traditional recipes and readily accept
the challenge related to adapting those recipes to meet the needs of specific groups of people.

The standards of those pursing both Resistant Materials and Graphics are satisfactory. The
more able pupils do not explore and investigate sufficiently sources of information which can
influence effectively their design thinking, neither do they pay due attention to quality of
finish. Overall standards in the practical skills are good, but the final quality of the product is
sometimes reduced because designing skills are not well developed. Written work and
drawings are neatly presented, but are in a form that lacks flair and imagination.

Most of the shortcomings outlined in the previous report have been addressed. Less able
pupils progress weil but the more able do not have sufficient opportunities for developing
individual, creative thinking within design development related activities.

Pupils generally do not make sufficiently good use of ICT within the design and technology
curriculum.

Information and communication technology
Standards are good at K83, KS4 and in the sixth form.

Throughout K83 in the weekly lessons, and over time, most pupils make good progress in
relation to their ability. This occurs because they are taught well and encouraged to become
independent learners. Most of them are confident when using ICT in a good range of
applications. They concentrate well, demonstrate willingness to participate actively in lessons
and seek help and advice when appropriate to do so. Pupils use self-assessment sheets well,
critically analysing their work, and this too aids progress, along with the informative marking
by teachers. High achievers are given every opportunity to extend their understanding and
skills, and the most able are producing work at around level 6 in Y8 — well above national
expectations. On occasions the least able pupils experience some difficulty when trying to
extract information from printed text, but help is always on hand to help them obtain the
required information.

Key Stage 4 GCSE lessons have a brisk pace and have an appropriate working balance
between instruction and hands-on application. There is good evidence of experimentation and
evaluation in pupils’ work with relevant problem solving successfully undertaken.
Coursework is well undertaken with strengths evident in wordprocessing and desktop
publishing, and pupils also complete a variety of challenging tasks in all aspects of ICT. Most
pupils are creative in their work; they ate able to explain their tasks and their development in
a4 structured and sensible way. Most pupils are reflective about their work and look to
improve it. Fach year pupils’ GCSE results compare favourably with results obtained in their
other subjects. In comparison with national figures, results were well above in 1939, but
below in 2000 and 2001.

In the sixth form, well-motivated, talented students show confidence and capability in their
work and demonstrate good standards of computer literacy. There is relevant project work
that illustrates a sound balance between theoretical knowledge and the application of
computing skills. Pupils are interested and motivated; there is active involvement in
developing individual responses to tasks in organising, analysing and presenting their
information in a variety of forms. They communicate ideas enthusiastically and generate a
range of valuable outcomes. Examination results al A level compare favourably with national
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averages. There is a well-organised provision for key skills development within sixth form
study.

Business-related ICT at KS4

Many pupils opt to study GCSE Information Studies (Y11) or Business and Communication
Systems (Y10} and, consequent o very good teaching, they achieve very good standards,
which are mirrored in the examination results that are often well above national averages.

Highly motivated pupils are set very challenging tasks, and are expected to make fast
progress during lessons and over time. This they do well, each individual working at a rate in
excess of normal expectations.

History
Standards of achievement at KS3 are satisfactory, and at KS4 they are good. In the sixth form
standards of achievement are satisfactory.

In Y7, pupils are developing a satisfactory knowledge of the concept of chronology. They
also have a satisfactory understanding of historical sources. Many can distinguish between
primary and secondary sources and some are developing skills of interpretation. Pupils in Y8
are developing an understanding of historical cause and consequence in relation to their study
of Henry VII. In Y9, many pupils can successfully interpret visual historical data to identify
the key changes brought about by the enclosures on farming. Standards achieved by pupils of
all abilities, in one class, were impeded by a lack of pace and low teacher expectations. In
one top set, pupils underachieved when work set did not match their abilities or extend them.
The application of ICT at KS3 is underdeveloped.

Grades gained by pupils at A*-C in the GCSE in 2001 were below the naticnal average.
There has, however, been a significant improvement in the results in 2001 over previous
years. Pupils have a good knowledge and understanding of previous and current work. In
Y10, pupils offer informed historical judgements in relation to the events leading up to the
First World War. They demonstrate good understanding of cause and effect. Papils in Y11
use historical sources and statistical data successfully to extend their understanding of their -
study of the Vietnam War. Relative to the wide range of ability, pupils are achieving good
standards in their coursework.

Grades gained by students in the A and AS level in 2001 were below the national average.
Grades gained by students were consistent with those gained by them in their other subjects.
In one Y12 class, standards achieved by students in their work on Nazi Germany are good.

~ Students have a secure grasp of the economic, social and pelitical issues relating to pre-
 World War II Germany. Many taik with confidence and accuracy about their work. Standards
achieved in Y13 are satisfactory. Individual research and note making are of a variable
standard. Analysis, synthesis and evaluation of interpretations of sources are underdeveloped.
Oral work is limited. Written comments by teachers on students’ work do not consistently -
promote improved achievement.

The key issue of improving standards at A level history, identified in the previous report, has
been partially met. The revised NC history orders have been implemented.

Geography
Standards of achievemsnt are satisfactory at K83 and K54; they are good in the sixth form.

In Y7, the majority of pupils are developing an understanding of physical and human
geography: they are acquiring skills and techniques and building a subject vocabulary, for
example, most pupils can explain latitude and longitude and can use them to locate countries
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on a globe or map. More able pupils understand that grid references are used for location on a
different scale and can provide and use six figure grid references for location. Pupils with
SEN are taught as a discrete group in Y7. Their learning experience is highly structured but
there are insufficient opportunities for them to practise and reinforce the skills they are
taught. These pupils have one lesson of geography per week whilst other pupils have two.
Pupils’ knowledge of place and location is not well developed in Y7 and opportunities for
extended writing are irregular; written tasks often lack depth and there is a great deal of
teacher led learning and copying of information.

Teaching arrangements lead to setting in Y8 and Y9 and in the upper sets higher ability
pupils achieve good standards. They show a good understanding of patterns and processes,
for example, pupils in Y8 understand that the world is not evenly populated and know the
factors that affect population density, but less able pupils are unable to apply these accurately
and draw relevant conclusions. Their thinking skills are not well developed. Similarly, more
able pupils in Y9 are able to understand the factors that affect the temperature of places and
can determine the causes of exiremes in temperature when given examples. Less able pupils
are unable to use elimination to come to an accurate conclusion. Pupils have an
underdeveloped understanding of political geography; they do not have a sound grasp of the
functions of the European Union for example.

At KS4, GCSE results for grades A*-C have shown an improvement from 1999 to 2000.
Results for 2001 shows further improvement, but published figures are below those for Wales
and UA averages. Pupils generally have a sound grasp of geographical principles and the
majority are confident in explaining concepts and ideas. Many able pupils use questioning to
improve their understanding and consolidate their learning. Most have a satisfactory
understanding of processes in physical and human geography, for example, able pupils in
Y10 understand and can explain the processes of weathering and glacial erosion and use a
variety of resources to gather information. The intermittent attendance of a significant
number of pupils and the unsatisfactory behaviour and attitude of a small group are having a
detrimental effect on standards. Missing work is not copied up and consequcntly the pupils
have gaps in their knowledge. _

In the sixth form there was no Y13 group in place at the time of the inspection; examination
of past work and the results of the A level group in 2001 indicate good standards. Pupils have
a thorough understanding of patterns and processes. They have acquired and use a wide range
of geographical terminology and can apply previously learned and newly learned skills and
techniques with increasing accuracy and precision. There is evidence of wide reading and
independent study.

At both KS3 and KS4, pupils are generally not developing their thinking skills and
independent learning techniques. A few able pupils are not sutficiently challenged.

At KS3 there are no opportunities for pupils to apply their skills and techniques through’
fieldwork. The use of ICT to enhance learning is underdeveloped. '

Since the last inspection standards have been maintained at KS3 and KS4, and have improved
in the sixth form.

Modern foreign languages
Standards in French and German are satisfactory at KS3 and K54, and good in the sixth form.

GCSE results in both languages are improving and pupils perform well compared with other
subjects in the school. However, the percentage of pupils achieving grades A*-C remains
below the national average.
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At KS3 most pupils are able to give short answers to questions in the target language, but
they show little initiative and find it difficult to adapt language for their own use. The
majority can understand listening and reading tasks taken from their new course book, their
listening skills being particularly well developed. Lower ability pupils complete suitably
differentiated tasks with pride but higher and middle ability pupils lack sufficiently
challenging open-ended tasks to complete. Pupils write well according to their ability, using
ICT on occasions, and contributing to The European Year of Languages competition
organised with Llandrillo College. They do not, however, redratt their work. Pupils are given
a month’s “taster sessions” in a second foreign language in Y9, but the take-up from this
system is minimal as pupils can only study one foreign language at K54.

At K84, in German lessons, pupils speak enthusiastically and competently, using a number of
skills in combination and practising confidently in pairs. Most absorb new structures and
vocabulary quickly and are able to adapt them easily in another context. In French they
respond in short sentences, understand the gist and detail of reading and listening passages,
but regularly use English to establish what they have understood. Pupils generally write
accurately in both languages, using different tenses and registers.

Standards in the sixth form are generally good. The number of pupils is increasing and there
are more boys than girls studying languages af this level. Pupils complete suitably
challenging tasks in Y12, interacting well with each other and the teacher using the target
language naturally, confidently and extensively, justifying their opinion and displaying their
cultural awareness and understanding of how language works. In Y13 the standard of some
individuals reading and listening skills is barely satisfactory. They have difficulty in
understanding more complex and difficult language and they communicate very hesitantly.
The others respond confidently with good pronunciation. The pupils’ written work in the
sixth form sometimes lacks variety with a number of grammatical exercises and few pieces of
extended writing. No redrafting takes place.

Satisfactory progress has been made since the previous inspection.

Art

Standards at K83 aré satisfactory, at KS4 they are good, and in the sixth form they continue
to be good. ' :

Standards at KS3 are satisfactory. Pupils use line and tone effectively in imaginative and
expressive drawings. Understanding of shape, form and texture is demonstrated in small-
scale ceramic work., Within the limited time available they make progress in acquiring sound
craft skills, particularly when teachers place sufficient emphasis on practical demonstration.
Pupils have a satisfactory understanding of how the study of different artists, such- as
- Cezanne, can help their own work. This can range from drawing Cubist portraits and painting
still life compositions. They use a suitable art vocabulary due {o the regular emphasis on key
words in all lessons. Much written work is derivative but strategies to promote individual
opinions and judgements are beginning to have an impact. Pupils in one group are able to
describe the architecture of Gaudi and say why they like his work, but confident speaking
about art is rare. Sketchbook work is of a satisfactory quality and quantity. Homework tasks
are regularly set and completed but the level they are set at does not always make sufficient
demands on the pupils.

Standards at K84 are good. GCSE examination results at grades A*-C in 1999 and 2000 were
better than the national average with girls out-performing boys at the higher grades. In 2001
results were below the national average. Building on their previous achievements pupils
make good progress in exploring and acquiring new skills such as mixed media print and
collage. Sketchbook work is bright and lively. Experimental colous exercises are used to





nspection of: Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan Date of Inspection: 2428 September 2001

good effect. Pupils demonstrate good drawing skills in well-observed pastel studies.
Knowledge of art of other cultures, such as Indian, is used to enrich their own imaginative
two and three-dimensional craftwork despite very cramped working conditions: which
restricts the scale of work. While much of the work is based on drawing and painting, often
extended with low-relief technigues, ceramic modelling of the human figure is done well. A
satisfactory understanding of the role of art in representing moral quandaries is developed
from the study of different pictorial representations of war.

Standards in the sixth form are good. In the most recent results both boys and girls achieved
good A-C grades. Their work is imaginative due to the high expectations of the teachers and
their encouragement given to students to interpret tasks in their own way. Drawing, painting
and design skills are well developed from detailed formal studies that they then develop
creatively. In one example, studies of tree roots were re-interpreted in subtle textile-based
sculptural forms. Sketchbook work continues to be good with sensitive responses to personal
themes. Knowledge of a range of artists or different art movements to the level expected is
restricted by a shortage of adequate books and ready access to the Internet. -

Papils with SEN receive effective classroom support, make good progress and achieve
satisfactory standards. At all stages, pupils’ do not have sufficient opportunities to reflect on
and discuss art, to visit art galleries or to work with practising artists. Pupils still do not have
experience of using computers to generate creative artwork.

This is a well-managed department that has made good progress since the previous
inspection. Schemes of work have been revised and NC attainment targets are now
adequately covered. Following the introduction of a broader range of activitics standards
have improved at K84 and in the sixth form where much work is now done with great flair.
The subject makes a satisfactory contribution to ¥ Cwricwlwm Cymreig in eisteddfod
competitions and in the use of Celtic art forms in practical work.

Music
Standards are satisfactory at K83 and KS4 and good in the sixth form.

Standards of singing at KS3 vary between classes and are satisfactory, overall. Pupils sing
with a pleasing tone though not always with sufficient attention to musical detail and
expression. In Y7 pupils gain good awareness of rhythm and pulse by using body percussion.
Pupils in Y8 and Y9 perform a varicty of pieces on keyboards and achieve satisfactory
standards, overall. Most pupils play individual melodic lines with a good degree of accuracy
though progress is sometimes slow and certain pupils are unable to play in time with others.
Pupils are less experienced in ensemble performance. Most of the large number of pupils at
K54, drawn from the full ability range, make good progress in vocal and instrumental
pexforming and achieve good standards. The 26 students in Y12 and the four students in Y13
are experienced performers and achieve high standards.

Standards of composing are satisfactory at KS3 and K84, and good in the sixth form. Across
KS3 pupils work in pairs or small groups to compose music in response to a variety of
stimuli. A few compositions show imagination but others are more limiled in musical
interest. The ability and experience of pupils to explore a range of sound sources and
combine them creatively is limited. At KS4 more able pupils make good progress with
composxtzons chspkaymg interesting treatment of motifs and instruments used. Certain pupzls,
despite receiving positive support, have yet to develop initial ideas adequately Students in
Y12 make sound progress. In Y13 completed compositions and work in progress show
initiative and a good understanding of the chosen medium. The use of ICT as an aid for
composing at KS3 is insufficient, Several KS4 pupils and students in the sixth form make
effective use of the limited ICT facilities available to enhance their work in composing.
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Standards of appraising music are satisfactory at KS3 and KS4 and good, overall in the sixth
form. Year 7 pupils make good progress. In Y8 and Y9 most pupils are able to identify
technical features in recorded extracts from music from different styles. Their ability to
critically evaluate the use of different elements of music in their own practical work is less
well developed. At KS4, pupils in Y11 are, to varying degrees, able to discern musical
features in music from different styles and periods. A few make perceptive comments, using
appropriate terminology, when appraising each other’s performances. Essays by Y13 students
are of good quality and reflect personal research and a good understanding of the topics
studied. Aural skills are uneven, and satisfactory overall.

Results in external examinations in recent years have, in general, been in line with the
national average. Limited but insufficient progress has been made since the previous
inspection. The recently revised scheme of work for KS3 provides a sound basis for
improvement to ensure all pupils develop their full potential.

Vocal and instrumental tuition provided for one in 14 of the pupils on roll and a number of
very high quality extra-curricular groups enrich the work of the department. These make a
substantial contribution to the life of the school and the community.

Physical education
Standards are satisfactory at KS3, and good at K84 and in the sixth form.

At KS3 pupils respond positively and enthusiastically to teachers’ instructions and are well
behaved. Well-paced and well-planned lessons coupled with effective teaching techniques
maintain pupil motivation. Pupils show a good understanding of major feam game principles
and health related issues. In rugby some pupils display good passing technique and are able
to maintain this standard in competitive situations. Control and passing skills in football are
also good in a number of pupiis. However, in both these major team games there are pupils
whose standards are unsatisfactory; especially in terms of tactical awareness, evasion and
tackling in rugby, and passing in football. In gymnastics pupils generally show good body
management skills and spatial awareness. They are able to set up apparatus in a safe and
effective manner and are given opportunities to plan their own sequences and develop
problem-solving skills. Whilst the abler pupils are able to interpret the requirements of the
task in an appropriate manner, others are unable to perform basic movements to a good
standard. :

At K84 core curriculum physical education time is inadequate with only cne 50-minute
period allocated per week. This has only been introduced as a regular feature in the current
academic year. It was not possible to observe this core curriculum physical education at KS4
during the inspection.

In GCSE standards of achievement are good. Pupils work enthusiastically and concentrate on
set tasks. They display a good level of knowledge of the theorstical topics. In gymnastics
pupils perform movements to a good standard whilst displaying creativity and problem
solving skills in sequence construction. A thorough understanding of team game principles is
evident in hockey and the pupils are able to maintain these good levels in competitive
situations. Major contributory factors to the good standards and results achieved at GCSE -
which were above the national average in 2001 — are the well-prepared schemes of work and
their effective delivery. The concurrent teaching of CoEA physical education is
commendable as it provides less able candidates with an opportunity to obtain appropriate
qualifications.

In the sixth form there is no provision for physical education in the core curriculum. Many
sixth form students are enthusiastic in extra-curricular activities and levels of interest in the
Sports Leadership Award are high.
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The standards of achievement at A level are good. Students display a good level of
knowledge and understanding and are focused on their work. They are able to complete set
tasks in a disciplined manner and contribute confidently to group discussions. In both years,
Y12 and Y13 students have a considerable amount of written work and theoretical notes in
their course files and the work is regularly assessed and monitored. Results at A level in 2001
were satisfactory with a 100 per cent pass rate, but at grades D and E. The number of pupils
opting to follow the AS course has increased dramatically this year.

The department offers a wide and extensive extra-curricular programme and its success is
due to the dedication of the staff. '

Since the previous inspection results at GCSE have improved considerably and assessment
strategies are much better. However, aspects of staff development, self evaluation and
monitoring, and standards across K83 are still areas for further consideration.

Religious education

Standards of achievement at K83 are satisfactory. No lessons at KS4 or in the sixth form
were available on the school timetable during the inspection week.

At K83 pupils have good factual knowledge of the units of work studied, which reflect the
requirements of the local agreed syllabus. Pupils have an understanding of religious texts and
traditions and are aware of the ways in which people’s way of life is affected by religious
beliefs. Knowledge of the diversity of religion in Britain and its mainly Christian traditions is
good. Pupils use technical terms well and are aware of the use of symbolism in religion.
However, skills in evaluation and reflection are not often called upon, which limits
achievement. There are some opportunities for pupils to seek information for themselves
although the use of ICT is limited with no facilities in the classroom. Standards of the more
able are satisfactory. Achievement is capped by some lack of challenge. Narrow tasks
requiring too little thought, limited time and the small size of the religious education rooms
contribute to this shortcoming. Relevant tasks ensure the full involvement of pupils with SEN
in the lessons and they are making good progress. In some lessons all pupils increase their
understanding through the use of audio-visual reference material and reference to previous
visits to places of worship and religious interest.

At K84, and in the sixth form, insufficient time is available for religious education within the.
school’s curriculum to allow statutory requirements to be met.

Religious studies

Three Y10 pupils follow the GCSE course after school on one night a week. The week of the
inspection was' the second week of the course. There is insufficient evidence to judge
standards of achievement. However in the lesson observed the pupils were enthusiastic and
made good contributions to the lesson showing good basic knowledge and understanding of
the diversity of religions. Pupils who have previously followed the course after school have
achieved results much higher than the national average. '

Personal, social and health education

Standards of achievement across KS3 and K84, and in the sixth form are good. The course,
which meets the ACCAC framework, successfully places a strong emphasis on developing
pupils’ attitudes and values and on raising personal and social skills. The course is very well
planned and has clear aims and objectives. Pupils have the opportunity to develop their
understanding of a wide range of issues through a good variety of learning styles.

A very good programme of careers education and guidance is central to the programme, and
pupils value this highly.
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In Y7, the course enables pupils to develop confidence and self-esteem in their new school.
They have the opportunity to discuss issues such as study skills, personal hygiene,
relationships, bullying and honesty. They also consider various items of current affairs as
they arise. Pupils readily become engaged in class and/or pair discussions, making
constructive comments that often indicate a depth of understanding of issues that belies their
young age. Progress in lessons is usuaily good.

In Y8 and Y9, pupils develop further their understanding of spiritual, moral and physical
aspects of the subject. These include sex and drugs education, and citizenship. They also
build upon their Records of Achievement. Pupils are able to reflect upon what they have
heard and seen, and they comment upon these items maturely and with due consideration.

In Y10 and Y11, units of study effectively prepare pupils for their development and
maturation towards adult life. Pupils consolidate previous learming when the programme
returns to key issues within the curriculum. The programme allows pupils to look in depth at
health, social, environmental and global issues. In most lessons pupils respond well to the
predominantly good teaching and they make considerable progress. Pupils’ comments about
international events show that they have learned well over the years — statements are well
considered and pertinent.

In the sixth form, the PSHE programme is extended through researching further and higher
education possibilities, and students become increasingly involved in activities involving
outside agencies and speakers, bringing them into closer contact with the world of higher
education, industry and commerce.

There has been very good progress in standards, teaching and learning since the previous
inspection.

Business studies
Standards at K84 and in the sixth form are satisfactory.

The vocational qualification results in 2000 at PFoundation and Intermediate level for
Business and Leisure and Tourism were good given the age and ability of the pupils. The
standards of achievement for the ONVQ (Business) are comparable to those attained in
similar schools in Wales. A majority of students gain a merit or distinction. Results over time
have improved. The standard of achievement in the AS/A level courses are good. Results
have varied from year to year. Girls at both GNVQ and AS/A level have out-performed boys
taking business. A few students achieved their best grades in the subject. Students are gaining
grades commensurate with their ability. Students' files contain accurate, clear definitions of
business terms often expressed in their own words. Oral responses in class show that they
understand economic concepts though only the higher achievers do so in depth. Good graphs
are produced to support business analysis exercises. However, attendance, particularly in
Y11, is below an acceptable level and hinders progress.

Students on both the GNVQ and AS/A level courses can use ICT to produce stylish work
comparable to commercial standards. Standards are, however, hampered by poor spelling.
Students have a very good factual knowledge and understanding of economic concepts. A
good Y13 class on types of contract was observed. Students fully understood the creation of
contracts. Progress is good and linked closely to expectations and demands of teachers. In
most classes lively discussion indicates both depth and breadth of knowledge that is reflected
in examination success. Students are able to give clear descriptions of what a business does to
make a profit. The higher achievers correctly identify most of the relevant points of economic
activity and can produce a numerically accurate case analysis of a firm's strategy to increase
production. Students are articulate when expressing views and make reasoned arguments in
groups and as a whole class. Qutside speakers are used to good effect to broaden students’
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perspectives. Students are aware of changes in the level of economic activity at the local
level.

Good progress has been made since the previous inspection.

Child development
Standards are good.

Child development is.a popular subject for pupils — mainly gi Is — in K34, and the majority
achieve good standards. They are well motivated and endea sur to achieve their potential.
During the course, they monitor the development of young chi dren and record their progress
using appropriate vocabulary; they discuss in a sensible man:1r the needs of those children
and how best to ensure that they are provided with a healthy er¢ ironment. Although results in
the GCSE home economics (child development) examination: * vere below national averages,
they represent at least satisfactory achievement. A minority of :upils, however, are somewhat
immature in their approach to the course. Additionally, their oral skills are insufficiently
developed; they are unable to express themselves fluently a1 to participate fully in class
discussions.

A good relationship exists between teachers and pupils. wilt pupils benefiting from the
experience of teachers who have worked within this employmert sector.

Classical studies

The classical studies course is an interesting option for sixt1 form students which offers
breadth in the curriculum at AS and A2 level. It is taught to ¢ small group of Y12 and Y13
students corbined. They show good interest in the course, alth ough they have no background
in classics. They have developed a good knowledge and unds standing of the “Aeneid” they
are now studying, and the Y13 students are able to inform their thoughtful responses with
their previous study of the “Odyssey”. Their knowledge :ind understanding of classical
civilisations is well developed by stimulating and scholarly t¢ aching. The standards achieved
are good, relative to students’ abilities. Since the last inspection, all candidates following the
course have achieved a grade in the examinations.

Drama
Standards of achievement are good at KS3, K84 and in the sixth form.

~ Pupils at KS3 work with interest and enthusiasm. Treir understanding is developed
systematically by following a good well-constructed schen e of work. Pupils of all levels of
ability are able to make a contribution to the processes ¥~ group planning, preparation and
performance. They show good skills in mime, improvisati »n and role-play. They show good
awareness of the motivation of their assumed characters ar d are able to explain themselves in
hot seat and thought tracking activities. Pupils perform relatively without inhibition but,
though they show their enjoyment of the activities, they mostly perform sensibly and with
control. They appreciate each other’s performance and are able to be self-critical. The
standards achieved are well in line with national expectations.

Pupils commencing the GCSE course at K84 are beginning to gain the confidence to discuss,
prepare and perform a script. They show knowledge and understanding of the plot of “Our
Day Out” which enables them to explore characters in hot-seat activities, helped by
- sympathetic guidance from the teacher. Good progress is made through the key stage and in
Y11, papils are able to work well in groups and confidently prepare scenes from “Lord of the
Flies”. They are able to negotiate and discuss aspects of presentation, and can act both as
performers and directors. Relationships are good and pupils work very cooperatively.
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Achievement by the end of KS4 is consistently good, with all pupils achieving a grade in
GCSE, and an increasing proportion achieving above the national average of grades A*-C,

Standards of achjevement are good in the sixth form. Students respond with enthusiasm in
warm-up. activities and show some confidence in improvisation. Many of the sixth form
students are studying drama for the first time, but all are engaged and interested. The sixth
form course is well constructed to enable students to develop their skills. The past standards
achieved in examinations are good, with all students entered achieving a grade, indicating
good progress relative to stuclents’ abilities.

Since drama has now become established as a separately timetabled subject in the
curriculum, and results in external examinations are good, the progress since the last
inspection is good.

Electronics
Standards of achievement at KS4 and in the sixth form are good.

Electronics is not taught at KS3. However, pupils do have opportunities to inform their
option choices. In Y7 in design and technology they design and construct a fuse tester and in
Y9 they study a control circuit. In Y9 in science, logic gates are studied.

At KS4 pupils choose electzonics as a core option. They make good progress displaying the
confidence, knowledge, understanding and a range of appropriate practical skills o begin to
work independently and in small groups. They are able to bring pre-knowledge to unfamiliar
situations, to design and to sclve problems. In most cases they are able to answer challenging
questions and to offer explanstions in discussion work.

In the sixth form students apgly and extend their knowledge and understanding appropriately
and are able to work totally independently. They can plan, design and solve problems and
complete work of a high standard.

Results at KS4 and in the sixth form are good and have been consistently better than the
national average. |

Psychology

Standards are satisfactory.

Results in the past three years at AS/A level have been below the national average for the top
A/B grades. In most years students have added value to their GCSE results. Most students
currently taking the course in Y13 have a good understanding of psychology. The higher
achievers demonstrate originality and have a good, clear understanding of the subject. Most
Y12 students know the basics of such topics as conformity and minority influence (social
psychology), and the development and variety of attachments (developmental psychology).
Within the AS course students are developing skills of analysis, interpretation and evaluation.

In Y12 and Y13 students interpret, research sensibly and plan their notes logically. They
produce a good range of interesting evaluations of current psychological research. Students
are being enabled to develop their critical and evaluative skills in relation to theory, empirical
studies and methods of research in psychology. Most students can record data in appropriate
forms such as tables and graphs. They can identify anomalous results and they perform
calculations on data such as measures of central tendency, mean, median and mode. The
higher achievers are able to predict results and draw conclusions from their findings. Writing
skills vary in terms of style. Some writing, mainly boys', contains inaccurate spellings of
technical terms. Most students successfully link theory and practical work and reveal a good
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understanding of modern psychology. Students make good use of ICT to producé neat
reports. Work contains graphs and tables with the use of appropriate software.

Since the previous inspection progress has been made. Information contained in Y13 folders
provides e¢vidence that students are capable of undertaking basic investigative work in
psychology and recording their findings in a presentable manner. Most research is now well-
organised, planned through prioritising actions and valid information is assessed and used.

Sociology
Standards of achievement at KS4 and in the sixth form are very good.

Grades gained at A*-C in the GCSE in 2001 were below the national average. Grades gained
by pupils in sociology were better than those gained by them in their other subjects. There
has been a consistent rise in standards of achievement over the last three years.

In Y10, pupils have a secure knowledge of current and previous work. Pupils can distinguish
between primary and secondary agents of socialisation. Pupils use source materials with
accuracy o answer set questions. In Y11, pupils in the third set achieve very good standards
relative to their ability. The majority can define the concept of deviance in the context or
circumstances in which the act takes place. Pupils use writing frames effectively to achieve
good standards of written work. Some pupils produce coursework of a very good standard, A
variety of sociological research methods is successfully employed. Statistical data is clearly
interpreted and evaluations provided.

Grades gained at A level and AS level in 2001 were below the national average. Grades
gained by students at AS level were higher than the grades gained by them in their other
subjects. In Y12, students successfully apply previous work to extend their work on conflict
and culture. In Y13 students undertake categorisation effectively in their study of the
sociology of religion. Relative to their abilities, students achieve very good standards in their
understanding of the distinctive vocabulary, theories and methods of sociology.

There has been a consistent improvement in standards and teaching since the last inspection.

Vocational education
Health and social care

Standards are good at KS4 and in the sixth form.

GNVQ pre-vocational units at either intermediate or foundation levels are available within
the options for pupils at KS4. The more able pupils achieve very good standards, adopting an
active interest in all aspects of the course. Less able pupils demonstrate a tendency to become
talkative in class and less competent with written work. Nevertheless, they are achieving
satisfactory standards.

Students in the sixth form pursue this course towards a GNVQ at intermediate level. Overall
standards are good. The majority of students demonstrate a positive and mature attitude
towards their work. They collaborate readily in group discussions, expressing their views
openly and confidently. They show good planning and research skills, and are able to select
and interpret information effectively. Portfolios are neatly presented and contain much
evidence of good use of information technology mainly as a means of enhancing the
presentation of their work.
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8.1 Pragress Since the Last Inspection

Key Issue 1: Improve standards in: Welsh as an additional language at KS3; design
and technology at K83: history at A level; and GNV(Q manufacturing.

Good progress has been made, despite staffing problems in Welsh, and standards are now
satisfactory. Standards are also satisfactory in history at A level; action taken following the
last inspection increased the time allocations and allowed greater variety of teaching styles.
Results improved with positive residuals being in evidence. GNVQ Manufacturing — the
course no longer exists.

Key Issue 2: Ensure that a greater percentage of pupils at XS4 enter examination
courses, complete the terminal examinations and achieve the subsequent
qualifications,

Satisfactory progress has been made. Many more pupils are entered for GCSE examinations
than at the time of the previous inspection, and resulis for grades A*-G have improved
considerably. Absenteeism, however, still adversely affects outcomes for a significant
minority of pupils.

Key Issue 3: Improve the quality of provision within the PSHE programme.

Very good progress has been made. Standards are good throughout and the PSHE programme
is a strong feature of the school.

Key Issue 4; Meet its statutory duties in respect of religious education and collective
worship and to improve pupils’ spiritual development.

Unsatisfactory progress. Although religious education is now well-established throughout
KS3, religious education at K84 is confined to a section of the PSHE programme and does
not satisfy statutory requirements. Neither does the provision made for religious education in
the sixth form.

The size of the school means that corporate worship through assemblies can only take place
once a week, with whole-school assemblies being limited to occasional events. Assemblies
include pupil participation, visiting clergy and speakers with moral/religious messages.
Corporate worship at local churches is also organised. Daily readings are organised for form
tutor periods. However, statutory requirements are still not fully satisfied.

The wider meaning of spiritual development is enhanced by the school environment,
painting, photographs, art work, use of plants, music etc.

Key Issue S: Eosure that the revised NC history orders for KS3 and for physical
education at KS4 are fully implemented.

Good progress has been made. National Curriculum orders in history are now fully
implemented and physical education has been allocated one peried per week at K54, with the
programme of study being drawn up from the national orders.

Key Issue 6: Develop, across all subjects, pupils’ ability to discuss topics and to
produce extended pieces of writing.

Satisfactory progress has been made. Through the use of writing frames, and use of
homework diaries to record opportunities and developments standards have improved. Work
on boys’ underachievement has further reinforced this area of development.
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Key Issue 7: Continue to upgrade the unsausfactary parts of the school’s
accommodation, as funds become available.

Good progress. Considerable action has taken place, including provision for disabled access,
Grammar Block upgrade, Prys Jones Theatre, furnishings and refurbishment, restaurant
extensions, new floor in restaurant, new science laboratories, all-weather pitch, fennis courts,
and currently the ongoing conversion of Dinorben (the sixth form block) as part of the link
with Liandrillo College.

8.2 Key Issues for Action

1. Continue to raise standards in all subjects, but particularly in those where
achievement is currently assessed as satisfactory by:

e raising teachers’ expectations;
e providing more challenging tasks for pupils;
¢ improving pupils’ seif-esteem and motivation;

e extending the more able pupils.

2. Develop further existing structures for monitoring teaching and learning, analysing
data and setting targets for future success so that a self-evaluative culture becomes
embedded in the school’s practices.

3. Address the health and safety issues associated with:
e access to the river Gele off Dinorben field;
 crash barriers on A55 slipway above Dinorben field;
& crossover between sites.

4. Continue to build . upon the progress made in combating pupils’ unsatisfactory
attendance. To aid in this the school should review and evaluate its registration
systems to ensure consistency of practice across the school.

5. Comply with the statutory requirements for the provision of religious education for all
pupils, and for an-act of corporate worship for all.

Key Issues 1,2 and 4 are ackndwledged within the school’s cusrrent development plan.

Items at Key Issue 3 above have been identified by the school and have been communicated
to the appropriate authorities.
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A. Bai_sic Information About the School

Name of School Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan
School type Foundation
Age-range of pupils 11-19
Address of school Faenol Avenue
Abergele
Conwy
Post-Code L1.22 7HE
Telephone Number 01745 832287
Headteacher Mr N Southorn
Date of appointment 01 September 2001
Chair of Governors Mr D Prys Jones
Registered Inspector Mr B W Medhurst

Dates of inspection

24-28 September 2001

B. School Data and Indicators

ear group

| Number of pupils | 274 | 203

Full-time

Number of teachers 86

Pupil:teacher (fte) ratio (exc

Average teaching group size

Overall contact ratio

130 temporary
1 permanent
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C. Results of National Curriculum Assessments and Public Examinations

Bl
- Total number of pupils in Y9: 293
. D] A W 3
EN | Teacher - | School 0 1 0 0 2] 12
Assessment | National 0 1 0 0 3 G
Test Scheol 0 3 2 n/a g 16
National 0 4 n n n Q
MA | Teacher School 0 1 0 0 H g
Assessment | National 0 1 0 0 i{ 10
Test School 0 7i 0 0 1 8
National 0 6 1 nt n 9
SC § Teacher School 0 1 _ 0 0 01 14
Assessment | National 0 1 2 0 0 1] 10
Test School 0 3 1 0 0 0 8
National 0] 4 1 n nl ni 9
In the school: _ 41 In the school: : 39

In Wales: 49 In Wales: _ 46

D - Pupiis who have been disapplied under sections 364 and 3635 of the Education Act 1996.

A - Pupils who have {ailed to register a level due to absence,

N - Pupils who have failed to register a level for reasoss other than absence.

B - Pupils not entered for tests because they are working outside the levels of the iests.

W - Pupils who are “working towards” leveld 1, but have not yet schieved the standards needed for level 1.
1 - Tesis do not cover these levels.

n/a — Not applicable.
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were entered for 5 or more GC,

achieved 5 or more GCSE grades A*-C

achieved 5 or more GCSE grades A*-G

achieved GCSE grades A*-C in each of mathematics, 25 38 36
science, English or Welsh first language) _

entered at least one CoE, GCSE short course or GCSE 100 98 97
achieved one or more GCSE grades A*-C 63 79 73
achieved one or more GCSE grades A*-G 94 97 92
achieved no graded GCSE 6 3 8

achieved one or more CoE only 4 1 3
achieved a GNV(Q Part 1, a GNVQ at Foundation level or 6 i )

NVQ level 1

achieved a GNVQ Part 1, a GNVQ at Intermediate level or 16 _ i

NVQ level 2

achieved at least 3 GCSE grades A* to C, the equivalent 36 55 49
vocational qualifications or a combination of both

achieved at least 5 GCSE grades A* to G, the equivalent 21 91 85
vocational qualifications or a combination of both .

“Number of pupils aged 16, 17 and 18 in January 2000:

level 3

Number of pupils entered for 2 or more GCE A level examinations or equivalent in 2000: 32
FNu er of pupi CE A levels or equivalent in 2000 241
Percentage of pupils entered who achieved 2 or more grades A-C 59 61 61
Percentage of pupils entered who achieved 2 or more grades A-& 92 92 92
Average points score per candidate 17 17 17
Number of pupils who achieved a GNVQ Intermediate or NVQ 15 i i

at level 2
Number of pupils who achieved a GNVQ Advanced or NV{} at 5 ) )

D. The E\?idence Base of the Inspection

¢ FEighteen inspectors spent the equivalent of 58.5 days at the school.

s Two hundred and twenty five lessons, including full and part-time sessions were observed

covering all curricular areas and, additionally, a sample of PSHE lessons was inspected.

s Inspectors attended assemblies, tutorial sessions, registrations, and observed a range of extra-

curricular activities.

e Inspectors held many discussions with the headteacher, members of the school’s leadership.
group, heads of faculty, heads of department, some heads of year, staff with whole-school
responsibilities, and members of support staff. The registered inspector and the lay inspector
met with the governing body prior to the inspection week, and the registered inspector met

with the chair of the governing body during the week.

e Work across the curriculum, from representative pupils from each year group was examined.
Pupils’ work was also scrutinised during lesson observations.
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Inspection of Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan

Date of Inspection: 24-28 September 2001

¢ Inspectors held formal discussions with groups of pupils and students selected from Y7 to
Y 13. They also talked with many pupils informally.

#  The registered inspector met the staff and some students prior to the inspection.

* Twelve parents attended the pre-inspection meeting. Ninety-six replies to the questionnaire
were received and analysed. Some parents also wrote to the registered inspector.

¢ Comprehensive documentation provided by the school was scrutinised before and during the

inspection.

E. Composition and Responsibilities of the Inspection Team

Inspector Type | Aspect Responsibilities Subject Responsibilities
Mr B Medhurst | Rgl context; main findings; standards achieved in | mathematics
subjects and areas of learning; standards information and
achieved at key skills across the curriculum; | communication technology
teaching; quality of self-evaluation and PSHE
planning for improvement,; leadership and
efficiency; staffing, accommodation and
learning resources; progress since the last
ingpection; key issues for action
Mrs 1> Shields Lay attendance; partnership with parents and
' community, schools and other institutions;
. partnership with industry
Mr G Leech Core English
drama
classical studies
Mr T C Davies Core | behaviour and attitudes; support, guidance history
- and pupils’ welfare sociology
Mr R Bagguley | Core | assessment, recording and reporting; science
curriculum electronics
Mr H Evans Core | pupils’ spizitual, moral, social and cultural religious education
development; provision for pupils with SEN | religious studies
media stadies
Mr R A Roberts | Team Welsh
Dr E Price-Jones | Team mathematics
Mr A Woods Team science
Mrs M Raine Team science
Mrs R E Jones Team design and technology
health and social care
child development
hairdressing and beauty
therapy
Mrs A Neal ~ Team geography
Mrs C Henshaw | Team modern foreign languages
Mr E Forster Team art
Mr A W Jones Team music
Mr K Roden Team design and technology
Mr I D Jones Team physical education
Dr N Carr Team business studies

psychology
accounting
leisure and tourism

The visiting inspectors wish to thank the governors, the head and all the staff for the co-
operation and courtesy they received during the inspection.
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Re-inspection
of

Ysgol Emrys ap Ilwan
Faenol Avenue
Abergele
LL227HE

School number: 6625400
Date of inspection: 22/10/07

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan was inspected in October 2007 and judged as requiring significant
improvement. As part of the Welsh Assembly Government’s requirement for schools in
need of significant improvement, Estyn undertook a follow-up inspection on 9 to 11
December, focusing on the recommendations identified in the Section 28 inspection.

Outcome of the re-inspection

Ysgol Emrys ap lwan is judged to have made good progress in relation to the
recommendations for improvement identified in the Section 28 inspection in October
2007. As a result of this progress, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education and
Training in Wales is removing the school from the list of schools requiring significant
improvement.





Progress since the last inspection

The school is making good progress in all the recommendations of the Section 28
report, though there is further room for improvement. Progress in each recommendation
is described below.

Recommendation 1: satisfy statutory requirements for a daily act of collective
worship for all pupils and ensure that all pupils receive their entitlement to be
taught religious education. Also, comply with the requirement to teach Welsh to
all pupils until they reach statutory school-leaving age and not only in Y10, as is
the current practice.

The school has addressed this recommendation.

There are suitable arrangements for a daily act of collective worship. The school has
devised good quality materials to support the act of worship in tutor groups. In general,
there is good use of the school’s system for ‘theme for the week’ and ‘thought for the
day’. In year assemblies and in most tutor groups there is an effective act of worship.
However, in a few tutor groups, the quality of the act of worship is not good enough.

The school has made suitable adjustments to the curriculum to ensure that statutory
requirements for teaching religious education and Welsh are met.

Recommendation 2: continue to raise standards in all subjects, and especially in
history, Welsh and religious education, where important shortcomings have been
highlighted

The school has made good progress in this recommendation, though there is further
room for improvement.

Analysis of 2008 data shows improvements against most of the key performance
indicators.

In key stage 3 in 2008, the core subject indicator increased by over 10 percentage
points, which places the school above the median when compared to similar schools for
the first time in recent years.

In key stage 4 in 2008, the percentage of pupils achieving the Level 2 threshold (the
new headline indicator replacing five or more GCSE grades A*-C or equivalent) has
increased by three percentage points, which is slightly above the increase nationally.
The core subject indicator has increased by seven percentage points, largely due to a
significant improvement in GCSE results in science. However, performance in
mathematics has not improved in recent years. The CSl is still well below local and
national averages and is likely to be below the median when compared to similar
schools. The school remains in the bottom 25% of similar schools for the percentage of





pupils achieving five or more GCSE grades A*-G and the percentage of pupils leaving
full time education without a qualification is well above local and national averages.

During the monitoring visit, the inspection team observed 25 lessons. The standards
achieved in these lessons are as follows:

Grade 1 2 3 4 5
Number 0 14 10 1 0
% 0 56 40 4 0

Standards were grade 2 or better in 56% of lessons and grade 3 or better in 96% of
lessons. This profile shows an improvement from the Section 28 inspection, where 53%
of lessons were grade 2 or better and 90% were grade 3 or better. This improvement is
more significant if we take into account that the inspection team mainly observed
lessons in subjects judged to have important shortcomings in the inspection report.

The school has worked quickly and effectively to address shortcomings in these
subjects. Recent curriculum and staffing changes along with good support provided by
the school and the local authority are beginning to have a positive impact on standards
in religious education and Welsh. New staffing arrangements have the potential to
improve standards in history.

Good procedures are in place to ensure that these subjects are continually monitored
and supported.

Recommendation 3: raise standards of teaching and learning

The school has addressed this recommendation well. Effective actions for those
subjects given grade 4 in the last inspection have included:

e monitoring and support from the local authority and other sources;
e Visits to other schools;
e additional in-service training for teachers; and
e recruitment of new staff.
For all subjects, improvement measures have included;
e in-service training for all staff on training days and other staff sessions;
e an emphasis on setting and meeting clear objectives in lessons;

e a whole-school and departmental focus on developing challenging activities in
different subjects and on involving pupils more in lessons;





e sharing of good practice;
e a programme of lesson observation focussing on specific aspects of teaching;
e improving schemes of work; and

e renewed emphasis on good assessment practices and intervention with pupils who
are under-achieving.

The grades awarded for the quality of teaching in the 25 lessons observed by the
inspection team are as follows:

Grade 1 2 3 4 5
Number 3 13 9 0 0
% 12 52 36 0 0

The quality of teaching was grade 2 or better in 64% of lessons and grade 3 or better in
100% of lessons. This is a considerable improvement since the Section 28 inspection,
where the quality of teaching was grade 2 or better in 51% of lessons and grade 3 in
89% of lessons.

The significant good features seen were:

¢ l|essons that were well planned and structured, with good pace and variety;

e clarity about objectives among teachers and pupils;

e pupils showing enthusiasm for learning and remaining on task;

e tasks that met pupils’ abilities;

e good teacher control and intervention to help when pupils did not understand;

e good demonstrations and presentations by teachers;

e constructive and careful marking that showed pupils how to improve their work; and
¢ the system for tracking pupils’ performance.

There were shortcomings in about one-third of lessons. The main shortcomings were:

e |ow expectations by teachers about the standards of work to be expected, with tasks
that lacked challenge and interest;

¢ |ow-level disruption and inattentiveness by a minority of pupils that slowed the
progress of the whole class and was tolerated for too long by teachers; and





e weak timing, so that there was not enough time to complete a task, or in some
cases the last few minutes were not used constructively.

Recommendation 4: review the structure and delivery of the curriculum, and the
associated staffing issues to address the shortcomings highlighted in the report.
Also pay particular attention to developing learners’ key skills across the
curriculum within a co-ordinated framework.

The school has made good progress in addressing this recommendation.

The school has made significant progress in reviewing and enhancing the curriculum.
Introducing the Welsh Baccalaureate has also helped to extend the curriculum
opportunities for the sixth form.

The introduction of the two-week time table has enabled the school to offer more
courses, as well as providing the necessary time to deliver the personal and social
education framework.

Significant work has taken place to extend teachers’ understanding of how pupils’ key
skills can be developed through all subjects. A detailed guidance document clearly sets
out the age related expectations appropriately linked to the Skills Framework. Up to
now, the focus has been on the key skills of literacy, numeracy and ICT. There are
plans to extend this so that the wider key skills can be addressed from January 2009.

Departments are making the relevant key skills more explicit within schemes of work and
lesson plans. However, teachers do not always exploit opportunities to develop pupils’
key skills in lessons.

There has been good practice where a number of departments have worked together,
for example religious education and English, mathematics and science, and English and
Art, to design subject related numeracy and literacy materials. This process has also
involved teachers meeting with teachers from other schools to share information.

Projects that are contributing well to the co-ordinated development of key skills are the
Year 8 booster programme for literacy and numeracy, and the Year 7 and 8 breakfast
club for numeracy. The booster programme sets pupil targets and these are reported to
parents/guardians.

Recommendation 5: eradicate the shortcomings in faculty and departmental
leadership, management and self-evaluation to ensure that more rigorous, ever
consistent approaches are prevalent throughout the school and that ‘Learning for
Improvement’ produces its intended outcomes for success

The school has made good progress in acting on this recommendation. There is now
greater consistency in departmental leadership and management, and more rigour in
self-evaluation procedures.





The school has focused on eliminating the most significant shortcomings in middle
management. It has shown determination to address these and has made substantial
progress in developing a clearer concept of the role of middle managers. As a result,
middle managers are now clear about what they are expected to do, particularly in
carrying out their roles in monitoring and evaluation. Throughout the school, there is
more frequent and regular monitoring, and there are suitable procedures to tackle
underperformance.

There are clear criteria for evaluating pupils’ work and lessons. Staff training has helped
to ensure that these criteria are well understood and applied consistently. The criteria
used for lesson observations are detailed and concentrate well on teaching and
learning, but they do not pay enough attention to the standards pupils achieve.

The system for self-evaluation has been adjusted so that it includes an analysis of
performance data. Self-evaluation reports now have a clear emphasis on shortcomings.
These reports, together with the detailed analysis of examination results, are used
appropriately as the basis for departmental development plans. These plans focus well
on standards, teaching and learning. They set out suitable actions, responsibilities,
timescales and responsibilities. However, the intended outcomes in many plans are not
specific and precise enough.

Recommendations

In order to improve further, the school should:

e ensure that all acts of collective worship are of high quality;

e continue to improve standards of attainment (particularly the proportion of pupils
achieving level 1 and level 2 thresholds including English and mathematics) and
reducing the proportion of pupils leaving school without a qualification;

e continue to improve standards in religious education, Welsh and history;

e continue to improve teaching and learning and increase the proportion of grade 1
and grade 2 lessons;

e eliminate low-level disruption and inattentiveness;

¢ increase the level of challenge in lessons;

e exploit opportunities to develop pupils’ key skills in lessons;

e ensure that development plans identify clear and specific intended outcomes; and

e continue to develop the procedures for self-evaluation so that they maintain the
emphasis on rigour and consistency.
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Ysgol Emrys ap lwan was inspected as part of a national programme of school
inspection. The purpose of inspection is to identify good features and shortcomings
in schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise
the standards achieved by their pupils. The inspection of all schools within a six-
year cycle is also designed to give parents information about the performance of
their child’s school.

The inspection of Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan took place between 22/10/07 and 26/10/07.
An independent team of inspectors, led by Brian William Medhurst undertook the
inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection.

The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality of
education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management and the
contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development.

The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as
follows:

Grade 1 good with outstanding features

Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings

Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings

Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
Grade 5 many important shortcomings

There are three types of inspection.

For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions.

For short inspections, there are no subject reports.

For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects.

For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects.

Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the
basis of its past performance. Most schools receive a standard inspection.
All nursery schools, special schools, pupil referral units and any new or

amalgamated schools receive a full inspection.

This school received a full inspection.





Year groups and key stages

Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of
compulsory schooling to 18 years of age. This system emphasises the importance
of continuity and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents
and LEAs.

The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who
reach the age of 5 during the academic year. Year 1 refers to the year group of
pupils who reach the age of 6 during the academic year and so on. Year 13 is the
year group of students who reach the age of 18 during the academic year.

Primary phase:

Year R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y 6
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11

Secondary phase:

Year Y7 Y 8 Y9 Y 10 Y11 Y 12 Y 13
Ages 11-12 | 12-13 | 13-14 | 14-15 | 15-16 | 16-17 | 17-18

The National Curriculum covers four key stages as follows:

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2
Key stage 2 Year 310 Year 6
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11
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A glossary of terms used in this report

Careers
education and
guidance

Core subject
indicator

Core Subjects

Key skills

Learning
Pathways

Learning support

assistants

National
Curriculum

National
Curriculum
assessment

Public
examinations

Pupils with
additional
learning needs

Pupils with
special
educational
needs

Similar schools

Statutory
requirements

A planned programme to teach pupils about career opportunities and to
provide each pupil with individual career guidance.

For key stage 3: The percentage of pupils gaining at least level 5 in each of
the core subjects.

For key stage 4: The percentage of pupils gaining grade ‘C’ or better in the
GCSE examinations in each of the core subjects.

English or Welsh, science and mathematics.

Important common skills necessary for learning, such as communication
skills, number skills, information and communication technology skills, and
bilingual competence.

Developments in the curriculum for learners aged 14 to 19, which offer a
range of courses and teaching methods appropriate for young people’s
varying needs. These courses may involve links with other schools, colleges
and other providers.

Trained assistants, who work alongside qualified teachers in the classroom.
They may work with an individual pupil or a group of pupils.

The subjects, and subject content, that all maintained schools must provide
for all pupils.

For secondary schools, this is the assessment of pupils at the end of key
stage 3 in English or Welsh, science and mathematics. In key stage 4, this is
provided through a range of approved qualifications, the most common of
these being the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE).

Nationally recognised examinations commonly taken at 16 years of age and
18 years of age (usually GCSE and Advanced level (A level)).

Pupils who, for a wide range of reasons, have been identified as needing
additional or modified support to help them learn successfully.

Those pupils, within the overall category of additional learning needs, who
need specific support, which, for pupils with complex needs, may be
recorded within a statement of special educational needs.

All those secondary schools in Wales that have a similar proportion of pupils
entitled to free school meals. For this school that is between 15% and 20%.

All of those aspects of school provision that the Welsh Assembly
Government requires schools to provide.





Vocational Courses of study related to career or employment skills.
studies (courses)

Work related Teaching pupils about the nature of life in the workplace.
education
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Context

\ The nature of the provider

Ysgol Emrys ap lwan is an 11 — 18 mixed comprehensive school situated in Abergele
within the county of Conwy. There are 1491 pupils on roll, of whom 236 are in the
sixth form. There are around 170 fewer pupils than there were at the time of the
previous inspection.

Pupils come from around twenty different partner primary schools situated in both
urban and rural areas, and most of them arrive by bus each day. Just less than one
percent of the pupils speak Welsh as a first language or to an equivalent standard,
with roughly equal proportions in each year group. Welsh is taught and examined as
a second language only. No subjects are taught through the medium of Welsh.

Very few pupils come from minority ethnic heritages. Three pupils receive support
teaching in English as an additional language and a further twelve are monitored
closely to ensure that they are coping with learning through the medium of English.

The school serves an area that is predominantly economically disadvantaged.
Almost twenty percent of pupils are entitled to free school meals. This figure is in
excess of the unitary authority’s average figure and close to the national figure.

The school’s intake represents the full range of abilities, with unequal groups of able
and less able pupils, the latter group being larger than the former. Forty-three pupils
have statements of special educational needs — 33 boys and 10 girls. There are an
additional 154 pupils on the school’s special educational needs register.

The school was selected as a pilot for a social inclusion programme in 2002.
Following continuous developments, working closely with associated services in
Conwy and Denbighshire, the school's Access Service has been recognised as an
example of outstanding practice.

The school was inspected previously in September 2001. Since then, the
membership of the school’s leadership group has changed little.

| The school’s priorities and targets

Over recent years the school focused its attention on challenge, enrichment and
success through its whole school initiative, “Learning for Improvement”.

In its improvement plan, the school highlights ten areas for development over the
academic year 2007 — 2008. The school aims to:

e embed Learning for Improvement practices firmly within the school, so that
teaching, assessment and pupils’ learning skills improve;

e improve the provision for raising standards in the key skills, including
bilingualism;

e improve target setting arrangements and to combat further any
underachievement;
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o refine self evaluation strategies and to encourage more consistency in their
effectiveness across the school;

review and develop the curriculum;

improve attendance and punctuality;

improve behaviour and develop further social inclusion strategies;

improve the school's management and information systems;

improve the standards achieved in the sixth form; and

further develop transition arrangements.

Summary

Since the previous inspection in 2001, the school has succeeded in raising standards
in a number of subjects, particularly in key stages 3 and 4. The most noticeable
improvements have taken place over the past two years. In a number of aspects the
school has met or exceeded targets set with the unitary authority and based on other
data, but there are still a few areas that have important shortcomings.

As can be seen in the tables below, there are important shortcomings in standards
achieved in history, Welsh and religious education. Ten percent of all lessons
observed had important shortcomings in standards achieved and a further 37% had
shortcomings that were outweighed by good features. The quality of teaching and
assessment also had similar proportions of shortcomings, at 9% and 35%
respectively.

Therefore, in accordance with the Education Act 2005, | am of the opinion, and HMCI
agrees, that this school is in need of significant improvement.

Table of grades awarded

. Inspection

Key Question grade

1 How well do learners achieve? 3

2 How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 3

3 How well do the learning experiences meet the needs

: : . 3

and interests of learners and the wider community?

4  How well are learners cared for, guided and 5
supported?

5 How effective are leadership and strategic 3
management?

6 How well do leaders and managers evaluate and 3
improve quality and standards?

7 How efficient are leaders and managers in using 3
resources?

13 The grades in the above table agree with those awarded by the school in its self

evaluation report for key questions 1, 5, 6 and 7. For key questions 2 and 3, we
awarded grades one lower than those suggested by the school, and for key question
4, one grade higher.
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Standards

Grades for standards in subjects inspected

Inspection Area Key stage 3 Key stage 4 Sixth form
English 3 3 2
Welsh second language 4 4 3
Mathematics 3 3 2
Science 3 3 2
Information technology 2 2 2
Design and technology 2 2 2
Modern foreign languages 3 3 n/a
History 4 4 4
Geography 3 2 2
Art 2 3 2
Music 3 3 3
Physical education 3 3 3
Religious education 3 4 n/a
Drama 2 2 2
Media studies n/a 3 3
Accounting n/a n/a 2
Business Studies n/a 2 2
BTEC retail n/a n/a 1
Child development; Child care and / 3 >
education n'a

Hair and beauty n/a 2 2
Health and social care n/a 2 2
Law n/a n/a 2
Sociology n/a 2 2
Travel and Tourism n/a n/a 2
Psychology n/a n/a 2

The following table shows the grades we awarded for the standards that pupils and
students achieved in all the classes observed during the inspection:

243 lessons & & & % &
Grade1l | Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

Key stage 3 1 42 45 12 0
Key stage 4 2 51 34 13 0
Combined KS3/KS4 2 46 40 12 0
Sixth form 2 69 26 3 0
Whole school 2 51 37 10 0
National figures for

secondary schools 11 54 29 6 0
2005/2006

(For an explanation of the grades, please refer to the beginning of the report)
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Key stages 3 and 4

National targets for standards in schools are that, by this year, lessons should be
graded 3 or better in at least 98% of cases and grade 2 or better in at least 65%. The
school’s standards of achievement fall short of these targets.

The school is a fully inclusive establishment and it provides open access to all
aspects of learning, regardless of learners’ backgrounds, disabilities and/or prior
attainment.

Assessment results at the end of key stage 3 have improved considerably since the
previous inspection. In most instances, results exceeded target figures in recent
years. In comparison, however, with national figures and those achieved in similar
schools, most outcomes are below average.

Results in GCSE examinations have also improved markedly since 2001, with 44%
of pupils achieving 5 or more grades A* to C this year, but they remain below local
and national averages in most aspects. Over recent years, the school’s performance
at GCSE has been well below average overall in comparison with similar schools.

Whatever their prior attainment and/or their perceived abilities, many pupils make
good progress in several subjects. A good number of pupils with additional learning
needs achieve well in their GCSE examinations.

Girls usually outperform boys in GCSE examinations on every count, most noticeably
for 5 or more grades A* to C, but in 2007, boys outperformed girls in some areas.

There are important shortcomings in the standards pupils achieve in history and
Welsh, and in religious education at key stage 4.

Pupils generally communicate well in English, but their bilingual skills are
underdeveloped. Most pupils’ number skills have good features that outweigh
shortcomings, which they use effectively in several other subjects. Most pupils have
good information and communication technology skills which are used to good effect
in a few subjects across the curriculum.

With very few exceptions, pupils make good progress, with a few shortcomings, in
the development of the wider key skills such as problem solving and working with
others.

Most pupils have positive attitudes towards learning. Abler pupils are particularly well
motivated and sustain their concentration throughout the school day and beyond.

The vast majority of pupils across both key stages behave well in lessons and
around other parts of school. Most pupils, especially those in key stage 3, make good
progress in personal, social and moral development.

Because of the school’'s strenuous efforts to improve the situation, attendance has
improved, but it still falls below both national and unitary authority averages, and
those achieved in similar schools.
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The sixth form

Most students in the sixth form show positive attitudes to learning and their personal,
social, moral and wider development is very good. They contribute well to the life of
the school.

Success at A level expressed in terms of the proportion of students achieving 2 or
more grades A to C is below the all Wales average figure, and below that achieved
across Conwy as a whole on both counts. Nevertheless, for many students such
success represents progress from GCSE.

Students are successful in gaining a wide range of vocational qualifications.

The school has made good progress over recent years in aspects of A level
standards. In terms of success at 2 or more A levels at grades A to E, the school
does well. For example, in 2006, for students who entered 2 or more A levels, the
school achieved a 97% success rate. The corresponding local and national figures
were 97% and 94%.

Girls outperformed boys in 2006 in terms of the higher A level grades and the
average points scored, but in 2007, boys marginally outperformed girls in terms of
grades Ato C.

Most students communicate well in English. They listen respectfully, respond well,
read with understanding and their writing is often well organised. Good mathematical
and information and communication technology skills are used well in an appropriate
range of subjects.

Their ability to work with others is good. Students collaborate effectively and maturely
with each other and they display competent creative and problem-solving skills.

Students’ ability to work independently and take the necessary measures to improve
their own learning and performance is generally good with no important
shortcomings.

Students contribute well to the life of the school by engaging in many and varied
valuable activities, such as acting as ‘buddies’ for younger pupils.

The quality of education and training

The following table shows the grades we awarded for the quality of teaching and
assessment in all the lessons observed during the inspection:

250 lessons % % % % %
Gradel | Grade2 | Grade3 | Grade4 | Grade 5

Key stage 3 2 42 44 12 0
Key stage 4 4 54 33 9 0
Combined KS3/KS4 3 48 38 11 0
Sixth form 5 66 24 5 0
Whole school 4 52 35 9 0
National figures for

secondary schools 17 52 26 5 0
2005/2006
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Key stages 3 and 4

Since the previous inspection in 2001 the school has focused on improving the
guality of teaching, learning and assessment. Most of the good features of teaching
observed occurred in lessons where teachers committed themselves to working
within the school’s ‘Learning for Improvement’ structure.

In the best lessons, teachers set and communicate clear objectives for the lesson,
use a range of challenging tasks and have high expectations of pupils.

Teachers’ good subject knowledge is evident in most lessons, but there are serious
shortcomings where non-specialist teachers are used, as in Welsh and religious
education.

When interviewed, learners in all year groups agreed that most teachers expect them
to achieve to the best of their ability.

The atmosphere in most classes is supportive and friendly as a result of the
generally good relationships that exist between teachers and pupils.

Notwithstanding the good features of teaching in the school, there are a few
shortcomings in some lessons, such as low expectations, lack of challenge, slow
pace and ineffective management of pupils.

The school’'s assessment systems have good features that outweigh shortcomings.
Many teachers mark work well, give good feedback to pupils on how to improve, and
involve them in assessing their own and other pupils’ work. Such good practice is not
yet fully embedded.

Overall, the curriculum meets most learners’ aspirations and gives them the
opportunity to achieve accreditation in most curricular areas. However, there are
important shortcomings in the provision for religious education and Welsh at key
stage 4 that restrict opportunities in these areas.

There are shortcomings for the development of learners’ key and wider skills in key
stage 4 and the sixth form. In both, the integration and delivery of key skills are more
incidental than planned in schemes of work.

Many pupils’ learning and social experiences are enriched by the good arrangements
for and variety of extracurricular activities, including a broad range of after school
clubs. The programme of musical activities is a particular strength, with the school
choir and jazz band gaining success nationally.

Pupils’ moral, social and cultural development is good, but pupils’ spiritual
development has a few shortcomings.

Partnerships with parents, and other education providers and institutions enhance
pupils’ learning experiences and contribute well to their personal development.

Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig is embedded effectively into schemes of work of some, but
not all, subjects and the provision for the development of bilingual skills is
underdeveloped.
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There are good features that outweigh shortcomings in the provision for work-related
education, and careers education and guidance.

There are many good features in the school’'s provision for caring, guiding and
supporting pupils. The school has good mechanisms and resources to support the
personal and social development of pupils.

The school’s caring and inclusive ethos ensures that pupils who attend regularly are
supported and challenged well to help them realise their potential for success. Pupils
with additional learning needs receive good support and those with behavioural
problems are offered appropriate assistance.

The Social Inclusion Centre is a particular strength of the school.
The sixth form

Teaching in the sixth form is better overall than in key stages 3 and 4. Most teachers
work hard to help students prepare for external examinations and to encourage and
enable them to become more responsible for their own learning.

When interviewed, students commented positively about teaching in the sixth form
and said they appreciated being treated as responsible young adults.

The good features of the quality of assessment outweigh its shortcomings. In day-to-
day work, teachers identify strengths and indicate to students how improvements
may be made.

Students benefit from an appropriate range of courses, academic, vocational and
professional, with added breadth achieved through the provision of a good range of
extracurricular activities.

The school has been successful in developing collaborative arrangements with other
establishments to develop further the 14 to 19 Learning Pathways.

Close links with the local community, businesses and industry help students become
more aware of the world of work.

Students receive very good pastoral support and guidance and they are helped well
to make informed choices about their future.

Leadership and management

Since the previous inspection in 2001, the headteacher and other members of the
leadership group have worked hard to clarify the school’s vision and promote high
standards. Within the school’'s main theme of ‘Learning for Improvement’ there is a
clear focus on improving teaching and learning.

Communication of the school’s aims and policies is good and most members of staff
share a belief in future success.

Members of the supportive governing body have considerable experience and
expertise, which they use most advantageously when setting aims and objectives for
the school. They contribute well to strategic planning.

7
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Most members of middle management, both academic and pastoral, fulfil the
requirements of their roles well, but there is a measure of inconsistency that leads to
underachievement in a few areas.

The school has not yet succeeded in securing a daily act of collective worship for all
pupils, nor secured appropriate timetable provision for religious education and
Welsh.

The leadership team has worked hard to develop a reflective culture in the school
and there are now comprehensive and rigorous procedures for monitoring and
evaluating its performance. Priorities for improvement are clearly identified and
targets for future success are set.

Most teaching and support staff are deployed to good effect, but problems arise in
Welsh and religious education because of the lack of specialist teachers.

The provision made for continuing professional development to enhance the
contribution that staff make to the school is good.

The good features of resources, including accommodation, outweigh the
shortcomings.

The provision of equipment and materials varies across the subject areas. For
example, in hair and beauty, resources are outstanding. However, elsewhere, there
are some shortcomings that have an adverse effect on pupils’ standards.

The school's manages its resources adequately, but there is room for improvement
in terms of value for money, when learners’ standards overall are considered.

Progress since the previous inspection

The good features of the progress made since the previous inspection outweigh the
shortcomings.

The health and safety issues highlighted at the time of the previous inspection have
been adequately addressed.

Standards have risen overall, especially in key stages 3 and 4, but there are still
some shortcomings.

Self evaluation and target setting are more firmly established and effective, but there
is still some inconsistency in a few areas.

The school has worked hard to improve pupils’ attendance, but there are still
shortcomings, especially in key stage 4.

Although provision has developed since the previous inspection, the school still does
not comply with the statutory requirement for a daily act of collective worship for all
pupils. Neither does it provide suitable arrangements for religious education for all
pupils, in key stage 4 in particular.
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Recommendations

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

Satisfy statutory requirements for a *daily act of collective worship for all pupils
and ensure that all pupils receive their entitlement to be taught *religious
education. Also comply with requirement to teach Welsh to all pupils until they
reach statutory school leaving age and not only in Y10, as is the current
practice.

Continue to raise standards in all subjects, and especially in history, Welsh
and religious education, where important shortcomings have been highlighted.

Continue to raise standards of teaching and learning, with particular reference
to raising teachers’ expectations of what learners can achieve and then
providing appropriate and adequately challenging tasks for them to do so.

Review the structure and delivery of the curriculum, and the associated staffing
issues to address the shortcomings highlighted in this report. Also pay
particular attention to developing learners’ key skills across the curriculum
within a coordinated framework.

Eradicate the shortcomings in faculty and departmental leadership,
management and self evaluation to ensure that more rigorous, ever consistent
approaches are prevalent throughout the school and that ‘Learning for
Improvement’ produces its intended outcomes of success.

Most of these recommendations have been recognised as developmental areas in
the school’s self evaluation report and in its improvement plan.

The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of
receiving this report, showing what the school is going to do about the
recommendations. This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at
the school.

*

These recommendations were highlighted as key issues for action in the
previous report and they have not been fully addressed.






78

79

80

81

82

83

84

Report by Brian William Medhurst
Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan, 22/10/07

Standards

Key Question 1: How well do learners achieve?

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings

The grade we awarded agrees with the grade proposed by the school in its self
evaluation report.

Where comments refer to 2007assessment data it must be noted they are, at the
time of writing, still provisional, and have yet to be confirmed.

Key stages 3 and 4

The following table shows the grades we awarded for the standards that pupils
achieved in key stages 3 and 4:

184 lessons % % % % %
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 | Grade 4 | Grade 5
Key stage 3 1 42 45 12 0
KS3 national ‘05/'06 11 52 31 6 0
Key stage 4 2 51 34 13 0
KS4 national ‘05/'06 9 51 33 7 0
Combined KS3/KS4 2 46 40 12 0

(For an explanation of the grades, please refer to the beginning of the report)

National targets for standards in schools are that, by this year, lessons should be
graded 3 or better in at least 98% of cases and grade 2 or better in at least 65%. The
school’s standards of achievement fall short of these targets.

Pupils’ success in attaining agreed learning goals

Detailed information about the standards achieved by pupils in all the subjects of the
curriculum can be found later in this report.

We evaluated pupils’ performance in public examinations at the end of key stage 4,
and in tests and by teacher assessment at the end of key stage 3 by comparing their
attainment with:

e the attainment of all students in Wales;
e the attainment of students in Conwy; and
e the attainment of students in similar schools throughout Wales.

Between 2002 and 2006, at key stage 3, the proportions of pupils achieving level 5 or
better in English, mathematics and science rose substantially. In English and
mathematics, the increase was around 12%, in science, 8% and for the core subject
indicator, 13%. The 2006 figures were close to, but below, the national averages for
English and mathematics, and just above for science.
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In 2006, the key stage 3 core subject indicator reached its best level since 1998 and
exceeded expectations based upon pupils’ prior attainment, but was still 4
percentage points below the national average. Boys’ results showed a marked
improvement on those achieved in 2005. This year, however, the indicator dropped
by over 4 points, attributable mainly to the drop in boys performances in
mathematics and science. Over the same time, the unitary authority’s indicator fell by
5 points.

In English at key stage 3 in 2006, the proportion of pupils achieving level 5 or better
was the best for many years in the school, exceeding expectations and showing an
increase on the 2005 figure when the unitary authority’s figure dropped over the
same period. In 2007, even better results were achieved, with the girls producing
figures better than the all Wales average.

Key stage 3 mathematics results in 2006 exceeded target figures, but in 2007, they
fell by 6 points, matching the fall experienced in Conwy overall. Boys marginally
outperform girls year on year in this subject.

Science results at key stage 3 in 2006 exceeded challenging target figures and boys
outperformed girls by a small margin. The 2007 results dropped by 5 points from the
2006 figure, at the same time as the Conwy figure fell by 7 points. This year, the
gender difference was reversed, with girls outperforming boys by a small amount.

When the key stage 3 data are compared with outcomes in similar schools over the
last three years, in most cases, the school's results are below average. Only in
science in 2005 are outcomes above average.

Because the school's free school meals figure was high within the 15% to 20%
range, being 19.6% in 2006, we compared the 2006 figures with those achieved by
schools in the 20% to 30% range. In this case, the English and science results and
the core subject indicator placed the school in the top quarter of schools, while the
mathematics figure placed the school in the second quarter.

As indicated in the subject reports that follow later in the report, there are important
shortcomings in the standards achieved in history and Welsh, and religious
education at key stage 4.

The school's GCSE examination results have improved markedly since 2001, but
they remain below local and national averages on most counts.

When the 2007 results are compared with those achieved in 2001, it is clear that
overall the school has made better progress than Conwy and Wales in terms of the
increase in percentage points for the main measures of attainment.

In respect of the proportion of pupils achieving 5 or more grades A* to C, the school’s
figures have risen from 30% to 44%. The corresponding scores for Conwy are 54%
and 55% respectively, and those for Wales 50% and 54%.

Similarly, for those pupils achieving 5 or more grades A* to G, the school’'s figures

have risen from 77% to 82%, while Conwy’s have dropped from 88% to 85%, and the
all Wales proportion has risen from 85% to 86%.

11
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In addition, success in terms of achieving one or more grade A* to G reached 96% in
2007, a figure better than the local 94% and the national 93%

Over the past 3 or 4 years, examination success for grades A* to C in the core
subjects has remained almost static, with mathematics and science lagging behind
English. Such outcomes have had a corresponding effect on the core subject
indicator.

In 2007, 36% of boys achieved this level of success, while 53% of girls did so.

When the school’'s GCSE performance over the years 2004/5/6 is compared with that
in similar schools, it places the school within the bottom 25% of such schools for 5 or
more grades A* to C, 5 or more grades A* to G and the average points score. The
core subject indicator moves the school into the third quarter in 2005 and 2006.

As with the key stage 3 data, if the school is compared with those having between
20% and 30% of pupils entitled to free school meals, it becomes above average for
three of the measures and below average for the fourth.

As highlighted in the subject reports that follow later in the report, there are important
shortcomings in the standards achieved in history, religious education and Welsh.

The school’s key stage 3 and GCSE figures, and comparisons with Conwy and all-
Wales data can be found in Appendix 3 at the end of this report.

Because of the good provision made for them, pupils with special educational needs
generally achieve well across the curriculum.

The school is a fully inclusive establishment and it provides open access to all
aspects of learning, regardless of learners’ backgrounds, disabilities and/or prior
attainment.

About three quarters of pupils listen attentively to their teachers and peers. They
usually respond to instructions promptly and answer questions willingly. Able pupils
extend their responses. They put forward opinions, counter argue and are articulate.
Pupils understand subject specific vocabulary while able pupils use it with
confidence. When given the opportunity, collaboration is good. Some pupils do not
always listen well. They need to have instructions repeated and are slow to start
tasks. These pupils often chat when the teacher is talking, which slows the pace of
learning.

Reading skills are good in relation to ability. Pupils with additional learning needs
make good progress. All read an appropriately wide range of texts and interpretation
is good. In key stage 3, pupils read for pleasure. Able pupils develop good skills of
critical analysis although all pupils tend to rely on their teachers as experts.

All pupils write in a range of forms and for different purposes and audiences. They
can extend their writing when required. Pupils plan writing effectively and make notes
and annotate when needed. Discursive writing is good in relation to abilities. Pupils
present arguments well. Most have good ideas for writing and able pupils effectively
create mood and tension in narratives. Some pupils of middle and lower abilities are
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less confident in structuring and organizing their work. They also have difficulty in
adding detail. These pupils often adapt the wrong tone because they are
insufficiently aware of audience. They do not fully understand the differences
between speech and writing. In some cases, drafting does not lead to improvement.
There is insufficient proof reading to eliminate errors of spelling, punctuation and
grammar. In both key stages a few pupils leave work unfinished.

The numerical skills of pupils overall in both key stage 3 and key stage 4 have good
features that outweigh shortcomings. In both key stages, there is evidence of good
standards, especially with the more able pupils. Pupils with special educational
needs are identified and receive appropriate support. Other pupils in Y7, identified as
needing support in numeracy, are invited to a breakfast club one morning a week.
Their skills are improved using the Number Workout Files under the supervision of a
teaching assistant. Similarly, identified pupils in Y8 receive extra support by
withdrawal from other lessons. These actions provide improved progress.

A small number of pupils lack confidence in their numerical skills, especially when
using applications in varying situations in everyday life.

The school does have a numeracy policy and guidance is provided for teachers in
the staff handbook. However, there is limited evidence of common terminology and
practice in subjects across the curriculum.

Most pupils have good information and communication technology skills which they
apply well in some subjects. However, there are too few opportunities in too many
subjects for them to apply and develop their skills to any significant depth.

Pupils’ bilingual skills are underdeveloped. Due to setting arrangements in Y8 and
Y9, advanced learners are often placed in a class which does not provide sufficient
challenge to match their ability to use Welsh. The school does not meet the statutory
requirement for all pupils to study Welsh until school leaving age as pupils on the
GCSE short course do not have lessons in Y11.

Pupils’ standards in their wider key skills have good features outweighing
shortcomings.

The ability to work with others is good in key stage 4. Pupils are co-operative and
demonstrate support, respect and consideration to each other. Good examples are
evident in lessons in drama, geography and physical education. In key stage 3
however, there are a number of Year 8 pupils who are immature in their attitudes and
do not always act responsibly with others.

In design and technology, geography, hair and beauty, and health and social care,
pupils respond well to problem solving tasks. Here they effectively plan, test and
evaluate solutions to a range of problems. In spite of this, there are insufficient
opportunities elsewhere for pupils to develop flair and imagination in their decisions
and outcomes.

Many pupils review their own progress independently and set future targets for

improvement. A significant minority though are reluctant to improve their own
learning and performance and often work at levels below those predicted.
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Pupils’ progress in learning

As is to be expected, across the curriculum, pupils make the best progress in those
subjects that achieve the best results. Such progress is often related to challenging
and motivational teaching.

The higher attaining, more able and talented pupils do well in a number of subjects,
but in others, they are challenged insufficiently to achieve their full potential.

Most pupils with special educational needs make at least good progress overall.
Many of these pupils gain accredited awards in external examinations.

According to a range of useful data, most pupils make good progress between key
stage 2 and key stage 3, but in many subjects, the progress pupils make in key stage
4 does not meet expectations based upon their attainment at the end of key stage 3.
Such outcomes relate closely to the increase in absenteeism inY10 and Y11.

In the best examples of classroom practice, pupils are familiar with grades and levels
through the use of pupil-friendly criteria, and are learning to identify qualities
expected at each stage of progression. Pupils are given clear indications of their
strengths and weaknesses through teachers’ use of ‘What Went Well' and ‘Even
Better If'. Pupils are learning to use these strategies when assessing their own work
and that of others, and are thus able to identify their own strengths, weaknesses and
strategies for improvement.

Results from recent surveys indicate that most pupils feel very clear about what is
expected of them in terms of their work. When the basic principles of ‘Learning for
Improvement’ are used effectively they know what they are expected to demonstrate
through learning.

A number of subjects use self evaluation reviews at the end of topics or units, and
pupils can see how they are progressing and how they could improve their work.

Termly reporting on progress gives pupils and teachers the opportunity to map
progress towards targets. At each reporting session, pupils are given time to identify
improvement targets in each subject and to use these targets to establish a target
setting programme in personal, social and health education. These sessions also
allow progress checks to be made so that any underachievement is highlighted.

The principles of ‘Learning for Improvement’ are not always applied rigorously
enough and pupils do not have sufficiently clear ideas of what they are learning and
what is expected of them. Some teachers lack confidence in using ‘What Went Well?’
and ‘Even Better If' to identify subject strengths and weaknesses, resulting in a lack
of clarity from pupils in terms of understanding what they have to do to improve.

While the school operates strategies for identifying and working with underperforming
pupils, they are currently underdeveloped at key stage 3.
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The development of pupils’ personal, social and learning skills

The vast majority of pupils across both key stages behave well in lessons and
around other parts of school. They are polite and helpful, showing courtesy and
respect for teachers and visitors. Their hosts on school trips and visits are often
complimentary about their behaviour.

Many pupils have a positive attitude to their learning. Able pupils in particular are well
motivated and want to succeed. Most understand the values and expectations
promoted by the school. They usually abide by the Code of Conduct and appreciate
the merit system to reward good work, behaviour and effort. Most work diligently and
productively in lessons but there is a small number in both key stages who are less
well motivated. They do not fully focus on their work, they chat among themselves
when the teacher is talking and they are slow to respond to instructions. This low
level of disruption slows the pace of their work and progress.

All pupils have opportunities to engage in research. Able pupils in particular
collaborate well in small group activities. They are confident and mature. In both key
stages however, many pupils lack the confidence to work independently and are too
reliant on their teachers.

Most pupils, especially those in key stage 3, make good progress in personal, social
and moral development. They engage in charitable work and adopt roles such as
school councillors. They enjoy socialising in the school’s restaurant and participate in
after school clubs. In key stage 4, a small but significant number of pupils do not take
full responsibility for their own actions. They are not always punctual and in some
cases spasmodic attendance affects progress. In a range of subjects, some work in
books is either missing or unfinished.

The majority of pupils show a good understanding of issues of equal opportunities
and are sensitive towards diversity in society. Pupils with disabilities are well
integrated and their needs are generally understood.

The average attendance for Y7 — Y11 over the last three terms was 88.4%, well
below local and national averages and the levels in similar schools. This is a cause
for concern. Attendance in key stage 4, at 84.8%, was particularly low and
unauthorised absence was high. Holidays in term time and a high level of parentally
condoned absence resulting in widespread intermittent absenteeism, contribute
significantly to these figures.

Recent changes to the school’s registration procedures and an increase in staff
devoted to attendance issues have resulted in a noticeable improvement in
attendance in the current term.

School transport is sometimes late getting to school but an unnecessarily large
number of pupils arrive late to registration, and often to lessons, particularly after
break and lunchtime.

Pupils develop good personal skills and a good understanding of the community in
which they will live. However, shortcomings in work-related education, in their
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development as independent learners and in their attendance detract from the
effectiveness of preparation for participation in life after school.

The sixth form

The following table shows the grades awarded for the standards that sixth form
students achieved:

% Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade % Grade
59 lessons
1 2 3 4 5
Sixth form 2 69 26 3 0
National ‘05/'06 16 68 16 0 0

(For an explanation of the grades, please refer to the beginning of the report)
Students’ success in attaining agreed learning goals

Detailed information about the standards achieved by students in the subjects of the
sixth form curriculum can be found later in this report.

In 2006, the proportion of students who achieved at least two A level results at
grade C or better was 63%. This was below the unitary authority average of 72% and
the all-Wales figure of 68%. Similarly, the school’s figure for grade E or better at 83%
was below the 94% achieved in the unitary authority and in Wales as a whole. The
average score per student of 18 was below the Conwy and all-Wales averages.

In 2007, results at A level were not as good as those achieved in 2006. The
proportion of students who achieved at least two A level results at grade C or better
was 47%. This compares unfavourably with the unitary authority average of 68% and
the all-Wales figure of 67%. The school’'s figure for grade E or better at 84% was
below the 93% achieved in the unitary authority and the 94% in Wales as a whole.
The average score per student was below the unitary authority and all-Wales
averages.

Girls outperformed boys in 2006 in terms of the higher A level grades and the
average points scored, but in 2007, boys marginally outperformed girls in terms of
grades Ato C.

These results must be considered in the light of the open-entry policy that operates in
the sixth form and the low retention rate from Y12 to Y13. Many students pursue
one-year courses that allow them to move on to further training and/or other career
paths. On average, around 56% of Y11 pupils return to the sixth form, and about
30% leave school by the end of Y12. A high percentage of female pupils return to
school in Y12 (71% of Y11 in 2004; 79% in 2005 and 76% in 2006). Too few boys
return to Y12 (46% in 2004, 36% in 2005 and 42% in 2006). Overall, a below
average proportion of students enter 2 or more A levels and differentials between
school and national results are greater for boys than for girls.

In 2006, results in English language, English literature, geography, art and sociology
exceeded Conwy and Wales figures in terms of the proportion of A grades and
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grades A to C achieved. Results in Welsh, French, German, media, computing and
product design exceeded Conwy and Wales averages in terms of grades A to C.

Students are successful in gaining a wide range of vocational qualifications in the
hairdressing, beauty therapy and sports therapy field, including: hairdressing levels 1
& 2; beauty therapy levels 1 & 2; certificates in reflexology, Swedish massage and
sports therapy; level 3 diplomas in sports therapy and Indian head massage; and
emergency first aid in the workplace.

As highlighted in the subject reports that follow later in the report, there are important
shortcomings in the standards achieved in history.

The school’s A level figures, and comparisons with Conwy and all-Wales data can be
found in Appendix 3 at the end of this report.

The numerical skills of students have good features and no important shortcomings.
These skills are applied effectively in a number of varying situations in both
vocational and other subject areas across the curriculum. Such is the case, too, with
their information and communication technology skills.

Students listen respectfully to their teachers and peers. They respond to questions in
lessons and recall knowledge well. Able students extend their responses and are
articulate. There is good use and understanding of subject specific vocabulary. Most
lack confidence in presenting their work and ideas to an audience. They do not
collaborate with peers sufficiently often and well to further develop ideas and
understanding.

Reading skills are good. Students respond with understanding to a range of
challenging texts. There is good progress in the development of critical analysis
although students rely on the teachers as expert.

Writing skills are good in relation to abilities. Writing is often well organised and
expressed. There is usually good progress made in the development of ideas and
arguments although some writing lacks depth and detail. Students demonstrate
competence in the use of relevant quotations. All adopt language, style and form to
suit the purpose of their writing.

Students generally make good progress in their wider key skills.

In a number of subject areas they collaborate well together, displaying mature
attitudes and competent analytical, creative and problem solving skills.

Many students take the necessary steps to work independently to improve their own
progress.

Students’ progress in learning

Students progressed well from GCSE to A level in 2006 in English language, English
literature, physics, product design, geography, art, sociology, health and social care,
and business, with outcomes matching and sometimes exceeding expectations.
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Progression to higher education is lower than average because a higher number of
students than usual go into employment, especially those pursuing the beauty
therapy and hairdressing courses. However, students following A level courses in
Y13 are usually successful in getting into university courses of their choice, with
100% of those applying gaining places in 2006.

Many students are gaining good skills as independent learners, when encouraged
and guided to do so by their teachers. They respond well to teachers’ oral and
written comments and often make good progress. Many courses equip them well for
study at higher levels.

The development of students’ personal, social and learning skills

Attendance in the sixth form averaged 95.8% in the last year. This commendably
high figure reflects the high proportion of students receiving financial aid, for which
100% attendance is mandatory, and the enlightened school policy that links
attendance sensibly to course timetable needs.

Good progress is made in the development of students’ personal, social and learning
skills. In many lessons, they show positive attitudes to learning. They are well
motivated and focus on tasks. Many students, however, lack confidence particularly
when presenting work to their peers and in responding to questions.

Students are courteous and respectful. They contribute well to the life of the school
by engaging in charitable work, duties and the school’s council. They are trained to
act as ‘buddies’ to younger pupils and work effectively alongside form tutors.
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The quality of education and training

Key Question 2: How effective are teaching, training and assessment?

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings

The grade we awarded does not agree with the grade proposed by the school in its
self evaluation report. This is because of the proportion of important shortcomings
seen in a few areas during the inspection that preclude a grade 2 being awarded.

Key stages 3 and 4

The following table shows the grades we awarded for the quality of teaching and
assessment in lessons observed in key stages 3 and 4 during the inspection:

191 lessons % % % % %
Gradel | Grade?2 | Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5
Key stage 3 2 42 44 12 0
Key stage 4 4 54 33 9 0
Combined KS3/KS4 3 48 38 11 0
ey v = m s

(For an explanation of the grades, please refer to the beginning of the report)

How well teaching and training meets learners’ needs and the curricular or
course requirements

Since the previous inspection in 2001 the school has focused on improving the
guality of teaching, learning and assessment. As the cornerstone of its practices, the
school expects all teachers to work within a framework that it calls, ‘Learning for
Improvement’. Most of the good features of teaching that are recorded below
occurred in lessons where teachers committed themselves to working within this
structure. Many teachers and middle managers commented that they recognised and
appreciated the positive impact ‘Learning for Improvement’ was having on the
school, especially in the past 2 years.

Teachers’ good subject knowledge is evident in most lessons. Teachers generally
teach in their specialist areas, but there are serious shortcomings where non-
specialist teachers are used. These occur mainly in religious education and Welsh,
where insufficient depth of knowledge and lack of awareness of subject specific
methodology preclude pupils reaching appropriate standards.

Most departments plan effectively and all subjects have schemes of work and
medium and long term plans for the future. ‘Learning for Improvement’ practices
provide a good template for lesson planning and where it is used effectively, learners
benefit and make progress in lessons and over time. Unfortunately, there is
inconsistency between and within departments in the rigour with which lesson
planning is realised in good practice in the classroom.
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Teachers generally set clear learning objectives for lessons, and in the best cases
these are expressed so clearly that learners know exactly what is required of them
and how to achieve it. Many teachers provide pupils with unit or topic outlines —
showing pupils the ‘big picture’ so that the sequence and purpose of learning is made
clear. Again, though, there is a considerable gap between best practice and the
ineffective implementation of the school’s preferred practices.

When interviewed, learners in all year groups agreed that most teachers expect them
to achieve to the best of their ability.

Teaching has many good features in the majority of subjects. These were noted
because teachers:

e consider the full range of ability of the learners in a class, so that all have an
appropriate level of challenge, including those pupils with additional learning
needs;

e use a variety of lesson activities, so that learners’ interest is maintained and they
have opportunities to learn in different ways;

e enjoy and engender good working relationships with their pupils;

e ask guestions that are challenging and demand accurate and clearly-explained
answers; and

o willingly ‘go the extra mile’ — giving freely of their own time to offer extra support
and guidance to their pupils.

Teachers of English and those from the Welsh and modern foreign languages
departments are working together to develop parallel approaches to teaching
grammar, etc. This is good practice.

In just under half of the lessons observed, teaching had shortcomings. Common
themes amongst the shortcomings highlighted by the team were instances of slow
pace, lack of challenge, low expectations and failing to summarise lessons’ main
points.

A proportion of these lessons, mainly, but not exclusively, in history and Welsh, and
in religious education at key stage 4 had shortcomings that were important.

These important shortcomings include:

e teachers dominating lessons, omitting to challenge pupils to investigate and to be
involved in their own learning;

o failing to teach and emphasise subject-specific key skills;

e non-specialist teachers having insufficient subject knowledge to challenge
learners appropriately; and

e poor management of and ineffective rapport with pupils.

There are no planned opportunities for pupils to use their bilingual skills in subjects
across the curriculum. The school development plan acknowledges that pupils who
are advanced learners of Welsh on entry into Y7 need to be identified, so that
provision can be made to meet their needs.
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The rigour of assessment and its use in planning and improving learning

Procedures and practices for the assessment, recording and reporting of pupils’
achievements have good features that outweigh shortcomings.

The Academic Board devised a policy to inform practice in consultation with all staff.
This ‘Learning for Improvement’ policy appropriately provides a framework for
learning, teaching and assessment. The assessment aspects are based on
“Assessment for Learning”.

The policy drives ongoing development of assessment systems and strategies in all
departments and practice is good in English, science, design and technology,
information technology, art, business studies and sociology. In all subjects, the
learning objectives and outcomes are communicated to pupils in a ‘user friendly’
language, although the clarity of explanation varies within and between subject
areas. Improvements have been made in the quality of feedback to pupils but
inconsistencies in practice remain in the day-to-day assessment of pupils’ work in
Welsh, mathematics, history, religious education, music and physical education.

For example, in both key stages 3 and 4, not all teachers;

e write comments on day-to-day work which identify what was done well and how
improvements may be made; and

e involve pupils in self and peer assessment so that they fully understand the
criteria, their own strengths and areas where they need to improve.

The school's self evaluation and monitoring processes enable members of the
leadership team to be aware of improvements and the subjects where practice is
good. They also know where further development need to be made to bring all
departments up to the level of the best.

The school's database is comprehensive. Baseline information, teachers’
assessments at the end of key stage 2 and results of spelling and reading tests
enable the identification of pupils with additional learning needs and aid the grouping
of pupils. Predictions of pupils’ end of key stage attainments in all subjects are
included on the database. The new provision of computers to every teacher ensures
that the information is accessible to all and that progress can be tracked.

Pupils reflect termly on their own progress with subject teachers so that subject
specific targets for improvement are set. This process of review enables teachers to
monitor progress, identify underperformance and take action. Parents are informed
by letter, in parents’ meetings with teachers and by the use of pupils’ planners. In
addition, form tutors monitor pupils’ progress across the curriculum once each term
in lessons of personal, social and health education. The process of review is new
and yet to be fully embedded in practice.

A range of strategies is used to support pupils who are underperforming in key stage
4. Academic Development Coordinators act as mentors. In addition, pupils in key
stage 4 are mentored by members of the leadership team, by heads of faculty and
learning coaches. In key stage 3, underperforming pupils in Y9 are mentored by form
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teachers. The school acknowledges that Academic Development Coordinators need
additional time for their role as mentors to be fully effective.

Subject leaders and heads of faculty ensure that assessments are accurate and fair.
They monitor marking in books and organize departmental moderation and
standardisation. In both key stages 3 and 4, pupils are given ‘pupil friendly’
assessment criteria so that their self assessments may be more accurate.

Organisation of assessment events is good. Members of the leadership team
calendar assessment events such as external examinations and internal
examinations for pupils in key stage 4. There are clearly defined times each term for
the monitoring and review of pupils’ performance and the production of reports for
parents/carers. Each year, two progress reports and a full report are produced for
each pupil. Progress reports inform parents/carers of effort, current attainment and
end of key stage predications in each subject. Full reports usefully include comments
on progress and targets for improvement in all subjects. Form tutors also comment
on pupils’ personal, social and learning skills. The leadership team organises an
annual meeting of parents/carers of each pupil in each year group. Parents
expressed appreciation for the quality and frequency of information on pupils’
performance.

Subject leaders analyse results of external examinations with members of the
leadership team. Usually challenging yet realistic targets for improvement are
agreed. In addition, subject leaders ensure that the requirements of examination
boards, the National Curriculum and Code of Practice are met.

The sixth form

The following table shows the grades awarded for the quality of teaching and
assessment in the sixth form lessons observed during the inspection:

% Grade | % Grade | % Grade | % Grade | % Grade
21 lessons
1 2 3 4 5
Post 16 5 66 24 5 0
National figures for Y7
to Y13 ( 2005/2006) 17 52 26 5 0

(For an explanation of the grades, please refer to the beginning of the report)

How well teaching and training meets learners’ needs and the curricular or
course requirements

As these figures indicate, teaching in the sixth form is better overall than in key
stages 3 and 4. Seventy-one percent of the lessons observed had very few
shortcomings of note. Nevertheless, 29% did have shortcomings.

All of the good features of teaching in key stages 3 and 4 are present in the sixth
form. In addition, most teachers work hard to help students prepare for external
examinations and to encourage and enable them to become more responsible for
their own learning.
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Shortcomings occur when teachers:

e fail to encourage students to express their ideas and dominate lessons by
unnecessarily reading texts to students; or

e conduct lessons at a slow pace and miss opportunities to develop students’ skills
of independent learning.

When interviewed, students commented positively about teaching in the sixth form
and said they appreciated being treated as responsible young adults and valued the
opportunities provided for individual research. They also indicated that teachers ‘did
not let them get away with anything’.

The rigour of assessment and its use in planning and improving learning

In the sixth form, the assessment, recording and reporting of students’ work has
good features which outweigh shortcomings. In sociology, there are outstanding
features of assessment practices. In history, music and physical education there are
shortcomings in practice while all other subjects have good practice. In day-to-day
assessment of work, teachers identify strengths and indicate how improvements may
be made. Students are aware of the criteria for success and the requirements of
examination boards.

Students are also aware of the minimum target grades that they expected to achieve.
These grades are now recorded on the school’'s database. Subject teachers monitor
progress, identify underperformance and support students in making improvements.
There is, as yet, insufficient communication between subject and pastoral staff so
that monitoring of progress across the range of subjects lacks rigour. Pastoral staff
do not yet use the database effectively to track progress and ensure the early
identification of underperformance in a range of subjects.

Parents/carers receive good information on students’ progress. The frequency of
communicating with parents is planned to increase. Each year, they receive a
progress report and full report. In addition, two parents’/carers’ evenings are
arranged for each year group.

Key Question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and
interests of learners and the wider community?

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings

The grade is one lower than the grade proposed by the school in its self evaluation
report. The grade 3 was awarded because the school does not provide a daily act of
collective worship for all learners. This is a breach of a statutory requirement and is
thus an important shortcoming. There are other important shortcomings in this report
which confirm the award of this grade.
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The extent to which learning experiences meet learners’ needs and interests

Overall, the curriculum meets most learners’ aspirations and gives them the
opportunity to achieve accreditation in most curricular areas. However, there are
important shortcomings in the provision for religious education and Welsh at key
stage 4 that restrict opportunities in these areas.

Broadly the curriculum offers balance, breadth and progression in most areas.

In key stage 3, most subjects are given sufficient time to cover the National
Curriculum. However, art and design, French, German and music are allocated less
teaching time than recommended in national guidelines.

In key stage 4, the provision includes a good range of vocational subjects which are
chosen by a large number of pupils. There is good provision for those pupils who
have difficulty engaging in the mainstream curriculum through an effective alternative
programme.

However, there are also important shortcomings in key stage 4:

e in religious education, pupils only receive ten hours’ tuition each year as part of
the personal, social and health education programme. The shortage of time and
the delivery by mostly non-specialists preclude the school meeting the
requirements of the Conwy Agreed Syllabus for religious education; and

e in Welsh, while all pupils are entered for external examinations, they are limited
to two fifty minute lessons in Y10 and no timetabled lessons in Y11.

The curricular provision in the sixth form has many good features. A wide range of
AS and A2 courses are offered and there are learning pathways through to level 3 in
a number of vocational subjects.

The school has been successful in gaining the Basic Skills Quality Mark. Some
initiatives in literacy and numeracy have been successful in addressing weaknesses
in key stage 3, but this is at the expense of some teaching time in French and Welsh.
A recent audit in key stage 3 identified that almost all subjects contribute to the
development of key skills in teaching programmes.

There are shortcomings for the development of learners’ key and wider skills in key
stage 4 and the sixth form. In both key stages, the integration and delivery of key
skills are more incidental than planned in schemes of work. Although key skills
lessons are timetabled in the sixth form, attendance is erratic and only a small
proportion of students gain accreditation.

Many learners’ learning and social experiences are enriched by the good range of
extracurricular activities offered by the school. The programme of musical activities is
a particular strength, with the school choir and jazz band gaining success nationally.
Many pupils take part in school productions. Over 400 pupils a week enjoy a breadth
of experiences from the programme of after-school clubs and the curriculum is
enriched by visits from drama, dance and religious groups. Many pupils and students
have opportunities to visit theatres, music concerts, field trips and to benefit from
travel abroad.
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Pupils’ awareness of spiritual issues is developed in a small nhumber of subjects.
Spiritual development is further developed in the religious education week for pupils
in key stage 3 and in year group assemblies. However, there are limited
opportunities to look at these issues in the religious education component of the
personal, social and health education programme in key stage 4. Also, in the daily
'reflection’ activity in tutor periods, the quality varies in presentation and content.

Pupils’ moral development is good. The school works hard to foster a moral code
which differentiates from right and wrong. The vast majority of pupils respond well
and take responsibility for their own actions and attitudes. A number of local charities
and national and international appeals are well supported by events organised in all
year groups.

Most pupils work well together and relationships are generally good. Pupils are
treated with courtesy and consideration and this is reflected in their social interaction
with peers and adults. Social awareness is developed through a number of activities
in the school and the local community.

Culturally, pupils are provided with a number of activities to enhance this aspect of
their education. Multicultural aspects are catered for in some subjects, the cultures
day in Y7, the languages days in Y7 and Y8, the religious education week and
overseas Visits.

Pupils’ learning experiences are greatly enhanced by the partnerships with parents,
community and other education providers. Pupils are made fully aware of the wide
range of educational pathways open to them through good links with further and
higher education colleges. The well established partnership with initial teacher
training institutes brings new students to many subject departments each year. This
ensures a regular input of fresh ideas.

The partnerships with parents, primary schools and community are particularly well
developed. These links give the school a very high status in all sectors of the
community. All the expected components are of good quality and the following are
exceptional features:

o the literature for Y7 and Y10 parents that encourages their involvement in
supporting learning. The Y10 literature provides a very useful breakdown of
course content for all subjects, thus removing a very common source of
confusion and frustration for parents;

e the ease with which parents can contact the school, particularly through the
headteacher’s after-school clinics;

e the extent of curricular bridging between key stage 2 and key stage 3, such that
there are almost no surprise areas on arrival at the school; the extent of
vocational subject links in the community; and

¢ the ease of school-community liaison in support of youth activities in Abergele.

The school does not meet the legal requirement of providing an act of collective

worship for all learners. Also, there are important shortcomings in the provision for
religious education and Welsh at key stage 4.
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The extent to which the learning experiences respond to the needs of
employers and the wider community

Good features outweigh shortcomings in work-related education.

In key stage 3, pupils have good opportunities to relate personal skills to the needs of
the workplace in the personal, social and health education programme. All pupils in
Y10 and students in Y12 following vocational courses undertake useful work
experience placements. They are well briefed beforehand and the debriefing
afterwards helps formulate future career choices. Local business personnel provide
illuminating mock interviews.

The school has recently suffered a setback, with the unexpected retirement of the its
careers coordinator and the absence of the Careers Wales adviser through ill health.
This has resulted in some elements of the school's normal programme, such as
opportunities to meet a range of employers or having ready access to guidance
being suspended or implemented at a basic level only or by non professional
advisers.

The school does not meet the statutory requirement for all pupils to study Welsh up
to school leaving age as pupils on the GCSE short course do not have Welsh
lessons in Y11. On entry to Y7, a small number of advanced learners of Welsh,
together with non-Welsh speaking pupils, are placed in one tutorial group with a
Welsh speaking form tutor so that they can extend their use of the language.
However, there are no planned opportunities for them to develop their bilingual skills
in other areas of the curriculum. Setting for languages in Y8 and Y9 is based on
pupils’ ability in modern foreign languages. Consequently, advanced learners of
Welsh are often in a class that does not provide them with sufficient challenge.

Some subjects make appropriate use of the Welsh language with all pupils. This
good practice is not consistent. The Welsh department arranges for pupils to develop
their bilingual competence further through school and Urdd eisteddfodau, residential
courses and visits. The language and culture of Wales are not actively promoted in
the life of the school; consequently, pupils are not aware of the benefits of becoming
fully bilingual.

Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig is effectively embedded into schemes of work of around half
of the subjects. In others, it is included in one key stage only. An audit has not been
carried out to identify that Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig is addressed in all subjects, at all
key stages.

The promotion of education for sustainable development and global citizenship is at
an early stage of development. It is well covered in the geography, personal, social
and health education and science schemes of work, and through the paper recycling
initiative. There are also links with schools in Lesotho and Saudi Arabia. The school's
improvement plan recognises the need to identify and develop opportunities for
education for sustainable development and global citizenship as a current priority,
but as yet, there is no Eco-Group and no firm proposal to aim for the Eco-Schools
Award.
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The school takes good account of employers’ needs and is well informed of local
requirements through the governors and excellent community relationships. The
recent absence of a careers adviser has reduced the breadth of advice on the wider
national and international needs.

Learners, particularly at key stage 4 and in the sixth form, have good opportunities to
develop entrepreneurial skills through a wide range of vocational courses. The
Dynamo scheme enables them to meet and learn from entrepreneurs. However, the
school does not provide sufficient opportunity for pupils, particularly in key stage 3, to
explore and develop their personal skills through activities such as challenge
competitions, team-building events or longer-term enterprise activities.

Overall, the school has planned a curriculum which is addressing some national
priorities e.g. extending learning pathways for learners, improving the transition from
primary school and ensuring strong links with the school’'s community. There are
some shortcomings with aspects of the present curriculum, in that:

e there are limited opportunities for pupils to be responsible for their own learning;

o there is limited development of key skills and bilingualism; and

e an awareness of education for sustainable development and global citizenship is
not sufficiently widespread.

Key Question 4. How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings

The grade we awarded does not agree with the grade proposed by the school in its
self evaluation report. This is because there were many good features and the
shortcomings were not sufficiently significant.

The quality of care, support and guidance to learners

There are many good features in the school’'s provision for caring, guiding and
supporting pupils. An established pastoral structure led by a pastoral coordinator,
and including heads and assistant heads of year and form teachers, ensures a caring
and happy community. Continuity of form teachers from Y8 to Y11 ensures that they
have a very good knowledge of their pupils. The strong ethos of care and inclusion
is reinforced by Pastoral Board meetings and effective partnerships with outside
support agencies.

The relationship with parents is a significant strength in the school. They are
consulted on new initiatives through questionnaires and are very supportive. They
are involved in pupils’ learning through target setting, regular open evenings and the
home reading scheme. A two way dialogue is encouraged by the school. Links with
employers in the community are good, but are less well developed.

Pupils and parents receive good information on the options available in Y10. The
guality of the comprehensive documentation produced in the school is very good.
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Progression routes are clearly explained in school assemblies and tutor periods.
Guidance is provided through taster lessons in new subjects and presentations by
heads of faculties. Pupils who are undecided are interviewed effectively. The quality
of the post 16 prospectus is very good, but progression from Y11 to the sixth form is
less than the national average, although it is better that in Conwy as whole. The lack
of coordinated careers advice is a shortcoming.

The range of transition arrangements to facilitate the smooth transfer from key stage
2 to key stage 3 is good. Strong pastoral and curricular partnerships have been
developed with partner primary schools. Pupils and parents testify that pupils settle
quickly into the routine of their new environment. The summer school organised for
pupils with below par basic skills and lacking in confidence on transfer is a strong
feature of the programme. Bridging units in the core subjects and a science day
ensure continuity of learning experiences. An extra Y7 parents’ evening early in
September allows new parents to meet form tutors at an early stage and discuss any
issues. The induction programme is reinforced by a comprehensive Transition Plan.

The school has good mechanisms and resources to support the personal and social
development of pupils. The health coordinator is available to pupils and good use is
made of outside agencies to reinforce this ongoing support. The school shows
empathy and gives encouragement to pupils with a range of individual social and
emotional needs. The needs of pupils whose mother tongue is Welsh are not fully
met and there is some underachievement in this area. Whilst the personal, social
and health education programme is comprehensive, and meets the requirements of
the national framework, it lacks the necessary coordination and continuity. The
delivery of the programme by form teachers is inconsistent. The monitoring of the
personal, social and health education provision is underdeveloped. External links,
such as the police and drug agencies, contribute effectively to the programme.

The recent absence of a careers adviser and coordinator reduced the depth and
breadth of advice and guidance. Newly appointed staff are addressing this issue.

Although the monitoring procedures for attendance and punctuality are good,
strategies to improve attendance have not yet fully impacted in a significant way.
The monitoring of behaviour is a priority within the school. The pupils and staff are
aware of the established systems and behaviour around the school is generally
good. Rewards and sanctions are mostly consistently applied and effective use is
made of the Quiet Room. Pupil progress is monitored effectively and underachieving
pupils are given additional mentoring by senior staff. The mentoring of key stage 3
pupils is less well developed and formalised.

The school is committed towards safety and healthy living and is working towards
stage 3 of the Healthy Schools’ Award. A range of activities including environmental
projects, smoking cessation and healthy eating support this initiative. The
contribution from physical education to these initiatives is limited. There is a
significant emphasis on the emotional health of pupils, with initiatives to support
young mothers and carers. Child protection issues operate effectively throughout the
school and all staff have received the necessary training. Child protection
procedures are not included in the staff handbook.
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The quality of the provision for additional learning needs

The learning and behaviour support department makes effective provision for pupils
displaying a range of additional learning needs. There are significant strengths and
some shortcomings in this provision. Pupils are carefully identified and appropriate
strategies are put in place to meet individual needs.

The self esteem and confidence of a number of identified pupils are improved
following a carefully structured two week summer school held prior to entry.

The school’'s emphasis on inclusion means that pupils with additional learning needs
are taught alongside their peers in mainstream classes. Named pupils are
appropriately supported by teaching assistants in accordance with their statements.
Support work is carefully recorded and monitored. There is close collaboration
between teaching assistants and the special educational needs coordinator.
Teaching assistants are proactive in developing or adapting resources for pupils with
sensory difficulties. Although the majority of pupils with additional learning needs
make good progress in lessons where there is grouping by ability, some continue to
struggle where the level and use of support are inconsistent.

Communication with other departments and faculties through link teachers is good.
Teachers are aware of pupils with additional learning needs in their lesson planning.
However, differentiation and adapting teaching strategies are not consistent across
faculties to meet individual needs.

Every pupil on the additional learning needs register has an appropriate individual
education plan which is made available to all faculties. These plans relate well to the
needs of individuals and are shared with both parent and pupil. Support for pupils
with behavioural difficulties is provided following consultation with both staff and
parents and individual behavioural plans are carefully drawn up.

Literacy support is planned and carefully structured, and pupils make steady
progress following this intervention. A multisensory intensive reading and spelling
programme is delivered by experienced teachers on a withdrawal basis in the Access
Base. Pupils appear to enjoy these sessions and are motivated by the success they
achieve. It is a concern that pupils are withdrawn from the same lessons every
week.

The school’s positive commitment to support a number of pupils with emotional and
behavioural difficulties is a significant strength. The Social Inclusion Centre was set
up in response to the large number of fixed term exclusions and to support pupils in
changing negative behaviour in an appropriate school based environment. They are
able to carry on with their education and at the same time receive appropriate
emotional support. Parents are fully informed and are supportive of the centre. Itis
a concern that there is an imbalance, in that more boys than girls are referred to the
centre.

Provision at key stage 4 is good and pupils with additional learning needs are able to

follow a range of appropriate entry level courses including Life Skills. The alternative
curriculum for disaffected pupils in key stage 4 is very effective, in response to an
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identified need. This allows them to achieve accredited qualifications through the
Prince’s Trust and other programmes. This is a significant strength.

The school has very good links with the unitary authority’s support services. The
special educational needs coordinator provides very good leadership and guidance.
She is enthusiastic, organised and is supported well by the departmental staff,
teaching assistants, the leadership group and the designated governor with
responsibility for special educational needs. The school is forward looking and
innovative in its support of pupils with emotional and behavioural difficulties.

The quality of provision for equal opportunities

The entitlement of all pupils of all backgrounds and abilities is a priority in the school.
This is reinforced by a comprehensive equal opportunities document. The ethos of
social inclusion permeates the whole school.

Most able and talented pupils are identified and appropriately supported. Pupils with
English as an additional language are given regular relevant support by a specialist
teacher and they make good progress. Looked after children are provided with
supportive care. Access for disabled pupils and visitors is good as is support for
pupils with visual and hearing impairment is good. The school does not have an
Accessibility Plan or a Disability Equality Scheme.

All options at key stage 4 and in the sixth form are open to girls and boys.
Performance of both boys and girls is monitored closely. Pre-option guidance and
advice attempt to challenge stereotypes, although this has not had a significant
impact on choices made. The significant number of boys referred to the Quiet Room
and the Social Inclusion Centre is a concern.

The school’s anti-bullying policy and procedures are comprehensive and understood
by both parents and pupils. The school council has been an effective voice in
contributing to the success of this policy. Pupils are confident that any incident of
harassment is quickly and sensitively dealt with. Bullying incidents are monitored
and detailed records are kept. The buddy system reinforces the support for pupils
who are bullied. Pupils have commented on the very few racial abuse incidents.
The school does not have a racial equality policy.

Respect for diversity is a strong feature in the school and pupils are made aware of
other cultures and religions. Good quality school assemblies, extensive charity
initiatives, visits to places of ethnic minority worship, visiting speakers and the
religious education week make valuable contributions to the pupils’ understanding of
diversity.
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Leadership and management

Key Question 5: How effective are leadership and strategic management?

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings

The grade we awarded agrees with the grade proposed by the school in its self
evaluation report.

How well leaders and managers provide clear direction and promote high
standards

Since the previous inspection in 2001, the headteacher and other members of the
leadership group have worked hard to clarify the school’s vision and promote high
standards. Weekly whole staff briefings help to share ideas and maintain the
strategic focus, and teaching staff have become increasingly involved in the strategic
work of the school. The effectiveness of leadership and management has improved
significantly, and standards at the end of key stage 3 and in GCSE examinations
have improved. There are, however, a few areas of provision, as highlighted within
this report, where considerable progress is needed if the school is to realise its 2011
vision of greatly improved standards overall.

Within the school’'s main theme of ‘Learning for Improvement’ there is a clear focus
on improving teaching and learning. Understandable and realistic policies, which set
out what is expected of pupils and staff in terms of learning and behaviour, underpin
the life of the school.

Communication of the school’s aims and policies is good and most members of staff
share a belief in future success. The aims and mission statement have been
reviewed and now represent a shared vision of the school's core purpose. All
members of staff are kept informed through weekly bulletins and whole staff briefings
as well as a planned programme of meetings. Staff are kept informed at regular
intervals about progress of improvement initiatives.

With very few exceptions, members of staff work together amicably, with a common
purpose and relationships are very good overall.

A minority of staff have, at times, found it difficult to ‘buy in’ to the school’s priorities,
or have felt unclear about them, but ongoing training, informal mentoring and sharing
experiences within the school are being used to develop a greater consistency
across the curriculum.

All members of the teaching staff are consulted in terms of evaluating current
practices and actions, including the school improvement plan, and they are
encouraged to suggest improvements or future actions. There are, however, too few
opportunities for non-teaching staff to be involved in this way.

The academic and pastoral boards also contribute well to whole school planning and
represent the views of their teams.
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The school works effectively with other local schools and has an involvement in a
number of Conwy partnership/consortium groups. It is also involved in Learning
Pathways developments as part of the consortium, in the Learning Coach scheme
and Virtual Learning Environment developments.

The school agrees targets with the unitary authority for key performance indicators,
and a full range of targets for all areas of provision are set within the school.
Progress towards meeting targets is used as a performance indicator in judging
standards in subjects at key stages 3 and 4 and as the main indicator in identifying
individuals’ underachievement in some areas.

A new Target Setting Policy clarifies the roles, responsibilities and processes at key
stages 3 and 4, but as yet, there is no specific target setting post 16. A sense of
accountability to ensure the majority of pupils meet targets is underdeveloped at
present.

All members of the leadership group have responsibility for supporting and
monitoring the work of one faculty or more. This includes attendance at meetings,
individual meetings with subject leaders, key roles in monitoring and evaluative
exercises, and supporting staff to bring about school improvement. Where members
of a team appear to be underperforming, leadership support and intervention is used.
These processes have not been wholly successful, as highlighted by the
shortcomings listed elsewhere in the report.

The school has made considerable progress in establishing monitoring systems, but
there remain inconsistencies in the rigour used in different areas.

Performance management operates well in most cases to monitor and evaluate
individual performance and to identify individual training needs, but in a few areas
success has been limited.

Arrangements for teachers’ continuing professional development are very good. The
school originally gained the Investor in People award in 1996, and has successfully
retained the standard through subsequent reassessments.

The school improvement plan focuses appropriately on priorities for improvement in
standards and provision. Amongst these, areas for development are highlighted that
match some of the recommendations we make in this report. Governors ensure that
the school's spending is apportioned appropriately according to developmental
priorities.

With the exception of those departments where standards have been judged to have
important shortcomings, there are many good features in the quality of leadership
and administration at middle management level. For instance, there are many areas
where:

e departmental and faculty meetings focus on improving teaching, learning and
standards, and schemes of work are reviewed and evaluated,

e pupils’ work is moderated to ensure consistency of approach and expectations;

e all teachers subscribe equally to a shared vision and ethos; and

e rigorous monitoring of teaching and standards occurs.
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How well governors meet their responsibilities

Governors bring a thorough understanding of local issues to the discussions on what
the school should provide. They understand their roles well. They share with the
head teacher and senior staff high aspirations for teachers and pupils. They have
helped set clear aims and objectives for the school and contribute effectively to
strategic planning.

Governors are kept well informed by senior management of school performance and
factors that affect it. The role of link governor, expected to monitor directly and report
on issues from their assigned departments, is being developed but this arrangement
is not yet fully effective. Appropriate committees address different aspects of school
business. The governing body provides a sense of direction for the school and fulfils
an important role in the school’s self evaluation.

Whilst it is aware of its statutory obligations and works hard to ensure they are met,
the governing body has not yet succeeded in securing a daily act of collective
worship for all pupils, nor secured appropriate timetable provision for religious
education and Welsh.

Key Question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve
quality and standards?

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings

The grade we awarded agrees with the grade proposed by the school in its self
evaluation report.

The school’'s self evaluation report addressed fully the seven key questions of the
common inspection framework and highlighted clearly good features and
shortcomings. It was a very useful and informative document that supported the
inspection process well. Its detail and honesty clearly indicate the strengths of the
school’s self evaluation processes and the extent to which the leadership group
knows the school.

How effectively the school’s performance is monitored and evaluated

Since the previous inspection in 2001, the school has worked hard to promote an
evaluative culture in the school and to develop the skills of monitoring and self
evaluation in its teaching staff. There is a clear programme of monitoring and
evaluation set out in the school calendar, and monitoring criteria are discussed with
staff prior to carrying out an exercise.

The role of the leadership group in monitoring and evaluation has increased
considerably since the last inspection. There are now clear criteria for the
observation of lessons and for the monitoring of pupils’ work, which are shared with
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and understood by all staff. Members of the leadership group play a major role in
monitoring and evaluation, often working within their subject/faculty links.

Whole school monitoring and self evaluation exercises use common formats and
agreed criteria, and additional evaluation exercises are often carried out within
departments. An annual programme of self evaluation and improvement planning is
undertaken, and there is a common format for self evaluation reports, examination
reports and departmental improvement plans. Whilst significant progress has been
made since the previous inspection, the rigour and consistency of evaluative
processes are not fully developed in some areas.

Most heads of department and heads of faculty are familiar with and accountable for
the standards within their areas and how these standards compare with local and
national figures. They also evaluate day-to-day performance through scrutiny of
pupils’ work and programmes of lesson observations.

The quality of internal analysis of assessment data is good overall and provides an
ongoing diagnosis of standards. For example, key stage 3 and key stage 4 staff are
able to see comparative subject performance at the end of each interim monitoring
period.

Clear information about the nature and purpose of performance data is provided in
the staff handbook and many teachers use data well in setting priorities for
improvement, both following examination and performance analyses and self
evaluation procedures — including evaluation of previous actions for improvement.

Teachers receive detailed information about the external examination performance of
their subjects in the autumn term. They also receive regular information about pupils
in Y10 and Y11 so that they can monitor their progress towards GCSE success in
their subject.

Throughout the school, there are inconsistencies in the use of performance data and
the quality of improvement planning.

Monitoring of lessons and assessment is timetabled in the school calendar, as are
the production of examination analysis reports and self evaluation and improvement
planning. Self evaluation is therefore an established and embedded part of school
practice. Monitoring procedures build up an informative bank of evidence for self
evaluation.

All departments complete an annual self evaluation report that encompasses the
seven key questions of the common inspection framework and all its sub-questions.
All departments evaluate areas deemed as core activities, and are also asked to
evaluate their role in whole school issues. The grading of sub-questions as well as
key questions ensures that staff focus on progress in all areas and are able to
identify the areas where further development is most needed as priority actions for
iImprovement. These are then used to inform improvement plans.

The structure of the present departmental self evaluation report does not lead to the
clear identification of strengths and shortcomings, although shortcomings are dealt
with under priority actions for improvement.
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Teachers’ views are formally sought in questionnaires and surveys dealing with the
evaluation of initiatives, the review of current practices and the evaluation of the
school improvement plan. Such consultations also give staff the opportunity to
suggest strategies for improvement, which are taken into account. This occurs on a
whole school basis and within departments. Regular meetings of management and
subject teams together with working parties, also provide the opportunity for all staff
to influence school policy.

Members of support staff are not involved in self evaluation arrangements. This is a
minor shortcoming.

Pupils are often consulted. They are represented by the school council which meets
to discuss issues such as healthy eating. Whole year groups have been surveyed on
many aspects of school life, and Y9 pupils were asked to provide a detailed
evaluation of Challenge Week. Staff also organise surveys to gain feedback about
units of work in their subjects, and pupils are sometimes asked to evaluate the
quality of lessons using ‘What Went Well?” and ‘Even Better If'.

Parents’ views are sought through questionnaires issued at parents’ evenings. They
also have the opportunity to comment on aspects of school life via homework diaries
and pupil reports.

The effectiveness of planning for improvement

Self evaluation informs improvement planning at all levels, in the summer term,
leading to the production of improvement plans outlining actions and strategies to
bring about improvement.

Analysis of summer examination results in the autumn term leads to evaluative
reports. Priorities from this analysis are organised, but do not always form part of
current improvement plans. However, such actions are still evaluated. Mid-year
evaluations result in improvement strategies. For example, the review of behaviour
policies in the autumn term 2006 resulted in revised hierarchical consequences for
management of behaviour and led ultimately to the setting up of the Inclusion
Support Centre.

The school recognises the need to adapt improvement plans through the year as
priorities change, as a result of ongoing self evaluation.

All standard features of school development are allocated funds to provide the
necessary resources. Budget cuts through falling rolls (caused both by change of
admissions policy and falling birth rate) means it can be difficult to allocate the funds
required, but where this is seen as a school priority, every effort is made to do this.
Where improvement has limited capital cost, but requires development time and
support, this is built in. However, when improvements requiring major investment
arise, they are considered within an extended time scale.

The school monitors and evaluates its actions adequately, and the school
improvement plan is evaluated, with a detailed report being produced late in the
summer term. Although generally effective, some systems at middle management
level are insufficiently rigorous.
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The implementation of ‘Learning for Improvement’ is being continually monitored
using a range of strategies, including staff and pupil surveys and analyses of internal
performance data.

The impact of the Inclusion Support Centre has been initially evaluated for its positive
impact on reducing fixed-term exclusion and improving individual pupils’ behaviour.

The improvements made since the previous inspection have good features that
outweigh shortcomings.

Standards have risen overall, especially in key stages 3 and 4, but there are still
occasions when teachers’ expectations are not high enough, tasks are insufficiently
challenging, pupils are insufficiently motivated and the most able learners are not
extended enough.

Self evaluation and target setting are more firmly established and effective, but there
is still some inconsistency in a few areas

The health and safety issues highlighted at the time of the previous inspection have
been adequately addressed.

The school has worked hard to improve pupils’ attendance, but there are still
shortcomings, especially in key stage 4.

Despite the provision of a very good ‘Reflections’ booklet to support a daily act of
collective worship, the school does not comply with the statutory requirement for
such activities.

The school still fails to provide suitable arrangements for religious education for all
pupils, in key stage 4 in particular.

Key Question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources?

Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings

The grade we awarded agrees with the grade proposed by the school in its self
evaluation report.

The adequacy, suitability and use made of staffing, learning resources and
accommodation

Overall, the staffing of the school has good features that outweigh shortcomings. The
number of staff is sufficient for the school to run efficiently. The experience of the
teaching staff is skewed with about 60% having ten years experience or less,
including one newly qualified teacher and about 7% of the teaching staff having 25 or
more years experience. This is a comparatively young staff.

Many teaching staff are appropriately qualified and trained to meet all aspects,
subjects, and the wider needs of the curriculum. The eighteen learning support
assistants provide support to the number of students with learning and behavioural
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problems. They work well with subject teachers and the coordinator for special
needs.

The administration manager, the finance manager and administrative staff ensure
that the office, reception, reprographic area and the Information Centre run
effectively and competently.

The caretaker and his assistant are responsible for the day-to-day maintenance,
upkeep and internal decoration of the site. They contribute competently to the daily
routines of the school. This is a good feature.

Most members of the 13 part-time teaching staff are employed flexibly and, as a
result, do not affect the balance of the timetable. A small number of teaching staff
have limited timetables and cover classes for absent teaching staff.

Technician support in science, information technology, and design and technology is
very good overall.

Staffing has two main shortcomings. Too many non-specialists teach religious
education and Welsh. In key stage 4, form tutors teach religious education within the
personal, social and health education programme. Additionally, there are occasions
when teaching assistants provide ineffective support.

Overall, the total amount for capitation is generous, but its distribution to individual
subjects varies considerably.

The quality and quantity of learning resources for key stages 3 and 4 have good
features that outweigh shortcomings. The range and quality of resources vary in
subjects across the curriculum. Although, overall, there is an adequate supply of text
books throughout the school, in a noticeable minority of subjects, pupils share text
books in their work. The school produces a good range of subject materials in-house.

The provision of equipment and materials similarly varies across subjects. In hair and
beauty, resources are outstanding. However, elsewhere, there are shortcomings that
have an adverse effect on pupil standards. These include:

e insufficient keyboards in music for two classes that are timetabled at the same
time;

e the absence of equipment for computer aided manufacture;

o the outdated and inadequate resources in history, especially for Y13; and

o the inferior quality materials used in art.

Provision of computer equipment for the teaching of discrete information and
communication technology is good. Five main computer rooms generally serve the
school well. Other computers are located in design technology, business studies (3
rooms), and one room shared between modern foreign languages and English.
Access can sometimes be difficult for other curricular subjects.

Twenty-two interactive white boards are used to enhance teaching in a number of
subjects. They are mainly used very effectively in lessons. However, on occasions
their use is inappropriate.
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Each member of the teaching staff has a desktop personal computer, which is used
to record attendance, assessments and other items. Often teachers use these
machines well to enhance their teaching.

The curriculum is enriched by good use of resources out of school, which include
visits to museums and theatres, and trips abroad. A range of visiting speakers also
enhances pupils’ learning experiences.

The Information Centre is a large room with modern furniture and 27 personal
computers. It is used well by many pupils, is open throughout the school day and is
well run by the librarian. During lessons, it is used well by groups of pupils from
classes. At breaktimes and lunchtimes, by learners for independent study and
research. It is the main study area for sixth form students.

The stock of reference and fiction books is well below the recommended levels for a
school of this size and nature.

The accommodation has good features that outweigh shortcomings and is basically
sufficient for the numbers of pupils currently on roll. It meets the pastoral and
academic needs of the curriculum.

Most rooms are fit for purpose and large enough to cater well for most class sizes.
However, a small number of rooms are too small for the large groups of pupils that
are required to use them.

There are colourful and attractive displays in a majority of classrooms and corridors.
These provide effective and sometimes stimulating learning environments. However,
in some classrooms, the displays are torn and have a ‘tired’ look. In these displays,
evidence of pupils’ work was limited.

The school grounds and buildings are kept clean and are mostly litter free through
the efforts of the caretakers. However, litter on the playing fields has an adverse
effect on the teaching of physical education.

The main shortcoming in accommodation is the poor quality and exterior appearance
of the temporary accommodation and the costs of maintenance, although the
imminent building of a new block with 15 classrooms will enable the removal of the
mobile classrooms.

Other shortcomings include:

o the absence of a specialist theory teaching room for physical education;

e the impracticable situation of the timetabling of a design technology room for two
classes at the same time; one for the theory area and a second for a practical
lesson; and

e the cramped conditions in music when pupils are composing.

Many rooms in the buildings become very hot in sunny conditions and need
additional ventilation. This is being installed in a rolling programme.
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Accommodation for the sixth form is sufficient for both the academic and pastoral
needs of the curriculum. Students have their common room, but have to use the
Information Centre for independent work, research on the Internet and to improve the
presentation of work.

How efficiently resources are managed to achieve value for money

Good features outweigh shortcomings in the school’'s management of resources to
achieve value for money.

With the exception of the use of non-specialist teachers, the deployment and
management of nearly all staff are good, mostly making efficient and effective use of
their time, expertise and experience. However, on occasions arrangements for the
use of teaching assistants are ineffective and relatively unproductive.

The professional development of teaching staff is a good feature. Training is linked to
the developmental needs of staff, in line with performance management, the school
development plan and the needs of departments and individuals. It is well
coordinated and courses attended by staff are carefully evaluated and used to the
school’s benefit. The in-service education and training programme is limited by
financial constraints.

The programmes and support for newly qualified teachers, for the extended
professional development of recently qualified teachers, and for initial teacher
training students are thorough and comprehensive.

The school has implemented its strategy for the workload agreement. It has made
provision in the timetable for teachers’ planning, preparation and assessment time.

The headteacher, after consulting all interested bodies, has agreed the school’s
structure for the new teaching and learning responsibilities. However, because of
financial constraints, this structure has not been fully implemented.

The financial management of the school is good. The headteacher, with an assistant
headteacher and the governing body’s sub-committee for finance effectively manage
the available budget. The school pursues all grants and sponsorship that are
available.

The finance sub-committee meets regularly and it receives detailed up to date
reports from the headteacher. Financial decisions are focused on the curricular
needs and the educational priorities identified in the school development plan.

However, in the current financial climate, it has been necessary to set a deficit
budget that is supported by a substantial reserve. This planned action is the
consequence of decisions taken a few years ago to reduce the school roll.

Although total capitation is generous, the allocation is based on a subject bidding
system that leads to a varied distribution. Not all middle managers are equally
proficient in submitting bids and this has led to the shortcomings in resources in
certain subjects listed above. As a result, capitation in these subjects is sometimes
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insufficient to provide books and equipment for pupils and limits plans for priorities
and initiatives. This is an unintended shortcoming of the system.

The responsibility of the day-to-day running of the school’s finances is competently
carried out by the finance officer. The headteacher and heads of faculty and
department can be provided with immediate breakdowns of expenditure and current
balances. School spending is closely and carefully monitored.

The recommendations of the recent auditors’ report, including those concerning the
Welsh Assembly Government sixth form funding, are being addressed.

The school reviews and uses its resources and finances effectively.

The value for money produced by the school is only adequate, due mainly to the
overall level of pupils’ and students’ achievements, and the shortcomings in staffing.
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Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning

\EngHsh

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

GCSE results in English language in the last two years have been below national
averages for grades A* to C. These results are slightly lower than would be expected
for pupils of similar ability, although there is a trend of improvement. Results in
English literature at GCSE in the last two years have been above national averages
for grades A* to C. Results in English literature represent good achievement for
these pupils, although half of the year group is not entered for examination. This is a
low entry.

Examination results in English language at A level in the last two years have been
above national averages for grades A to C. Results in English literature at A level
were below the national average for grades A to C in 2005, but above in 2006.

Good features

Key stage 3
Pupils usually listen attentively. They recall previous learning and show a good
knowledge and understanding when they respond to questions in class discussion.

Able pupils in particular, collaborate well in small groups. They put forward ideas to
solve problems, justify opinions, counter argue and negotiate group decisions
effectively. They are persuasive and confident when they present group opinions to
the whole class. They use Standard English and technical terms appropriately.

All read a range of challenging fiction, poetry and drama, including texts that reflect
the culture of Wales. Most read aloud with accuracy and fluency. Able pupils read
with expression. All read for pleasure.

Pupils with additional learning needs are well supported in the development of
reading and spelling and good progress is made. All pupils skim and scan for
information. There is good understanding of what is read in relation to ability. They
know the difference between fact and opinion. Able pupils interpret well and
demonstrate higher order reading skills of inference and deduction.

Most pupils understand the conventions of different genre for example, legends.
They write in a range of forms and for a variety of purposes. Most attempt to adapt
tone and language to audience. Folders of best written work show that pupils usually
improve writing by knowing the criteria for success and by planning and drafting. All
can extend their writing when required. Presentation of work is variable. Able pupils
write balanced arguments and structure their discursive work well. They can create
mood and atmosphere in narratives using imagery effectively.
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Key stage 4

Pupils usually listen respectfully to the teacher and to one another. They explain their
work and ideas clearly and engage in class discussions showing a sound knowledge
and understanding. Pupils of lower ability put forward opinions and counter argue.
Able pupils show a good understanding of audience and purpose and writers’
intentions. Pupils retrieve information purposefully and there is good interpretation of
texts and graphics.

All pupils have a clear understanding of plots, characters and themes in set texts.
Able pupils develop good skills of critical analysis including that of challenging poetry.

Pupils, including those with additional learning needs write in a range of forms and
for a variety of purposes and audiences. Written work is usually improved by
planning, drafting, the use of models and by knowledge of the criteria for success.
Technical skills reflect ability.

Most pupils achieve good standards in relation to ability in drafted course work. Able
pupils produce well crafted work particularly in response to literary texts. Discursive
and creative work is well structured and effective.

Post 16
Students listen to the teacher and to one another. Most take part in class discussions
demonstrating a sound knowledge and understanding and challenging texts.

In both language and literature, there is good understanding of the conventions of
different kinds of writing such as speeches and gothic novels. Students demonstrate
good skills in the critical analysis of texts and they evaluate devices used by writers
with a growing confidence. There is good understanding and use of subject
vocabulary such as ‘patterns of three’ and ‘Byronic heroes’.

In literature lessons students show a clear understanding of set texts, including plots,
characters, language, themes and structure. There is sound comparison of texts. In
language lessons, students show a good knowledge and understanding of
semantics.

By the end of both courses, most students produce well crafted writing which
includes appropriate quotations where necessary. Standards are improved by
planning, drafting, using models, knowing the criteria for success, examination board
requirements and by responding to teacher’'s comments for improvement. All course
work reflects good progress in relation to ability.

Shortcomings

Key stages 3 and 4
Pupils of middle and lower abilities lack skills of independent learning. They have
insufficient opportunities for collaborative group work.

Key stage 3

In about one quarter of the lessons seen, a small number of pupils talked amongst
themselves. They do not always listen with respect and they slow the pace of
learning.
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In written work, pupils of middle and lower abilities do not always structure their work
effectively and do not eliminate technical errors by proof reading.

Key stage 4

Some pupils of middle and lower abilities write with insufficient awareness of
audience. They do not know the difference between written and spoken language.
Drafting is not always rigorous so that pupils leave errors unchecked. A small
number leave work unfinished.

In lower sets, pupils’ spasmodic attendance affects progress and standards.

Post 16
Students lack confidence and hesitate in putting forward a point of view in class
discussions. They are too reliant on teachers.

\ Welsh second language

Key stage 3: Grade 4  Some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
Key stage 4: Grade 4  Some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
Post 16: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings

In 2006, GCSE full course results were considerably better than the national
average. In 2007, with increased numbers, the results fell below the national
average. Pupils who follow a short Welsh course have, until recently, sat the GNVQ
Welsh examination. Results have been good. Numbers are too low on the AS and
A2 courses to make a valid comparison with national data, but results are generally
commensurate with students’ ability.

Good features

Key stages 3 and 4

Pupils respond accurately when questioned. They are able to conduct simple
dialogue, on familiar subjects such as family and leisure activities, when working in
pairs.

In half the lessons observed, pupils had good listening skills. They responded
quickly to their teacher. They also listened respectfully to each other during pair
dialogue.

Pupils read a range of texts to use in their oral or written work. In key stage 4, they
carry out research on different subjects for their coursework.

Pupils are encouraged to write in extended format from Y7. They use simple
sentence patterns accurately. They redraft their written work purposefully. The more
able pupils on the full course in key stage 4 structure their documents well and write
accurately. They make occasional use of idioms to enhance their work.

Pupils who follow the full course in key stage 4 have an additional lesson of text
processing in Y10. They benefit from using their Welsh in a practical environment to
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produce a range of business documents. The work is of a good standard and pupils
achieve accreditation at the end of the course.

Pupils with special educational needs make progress over the two key stages if they
receive appropriate support in the classroom.

Post 16
The most confident speakers can conduct a natural conversation on familiar topics
with teachers, peers and visitors.

Listening skills are good. Students follow their teacher’'s extensive use of the
language.

Students work effectively in pairs to discuss grammar rules and give examples of
their use in different contexts. They support each other well.

Students are developing their ability to write for different purposes and audiences.

Shortcomings

Key stages 3 and 4

Three quarters of pupils are reluctant to volunteer answers in class. They often
mispronounce familiar words. Their responses in formal activities are short. They
cannot recall sentence patterns and vocabulary they have learnt previously to use in
new contexts. Very little originality is heard in conversations.

In oral and written work, pupils only use the language introduced in the lesson. They
do not attempt to vary or extend their use of the language.

Pupils do not read aloud to a good standard. They lack expression to demonstrate
their understanding of the text. They falter over longer words as they do not break
them down to pronounce them accurately. Reading for pleasure in order to raise
standards is rare.

Pupils’ progress is much slower in lessons where the teaching, resources and
activities do not provide an appropriate challenge for them. Pupils also underachieve
in lessons where activities are centred on lengthy teacher explanations or writing
activities as pupils do not have sufficient opportunity to talk in pairs or groups.

In a quarter of lessons observed, pupils showed lack of commitment to improving
their standards. They showed only partial understanding of the work as they did not
listen to instructions.

In both key stages, half the pupils do not act upon the detailed feedback of their
teachers on how to improve their work. Their written work is either short or
incomplete. The work contains too many errors of spelling and grammar and shows
an unsure knowledge of tenses.

Information and communication technology is not used sufficiently as part of the
learning process to raise standards.
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Post 16
Three quarters of students are reluctant to contribute to class discussion, to initiate
conversation and are unable to move a discussion forward.

Written work is short and contains basic errors of grammar. Students tend to depend
on their teacher to correct the work for them.

Mathematics

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

Examination results in mathematics at GCSE in the last 3 years have been well
below national pass rates for grades A* to C and A*/A. These results are lower than
would be expected for pupils of similar ability.

As a result of the small number of entries for mathematics at A level, the results
cannot be compared with national pass rates. Examination results at A level in the
last 3 years are in line with students’ abilities.

Good features

Key stages 3 and 4
Many pupils across the age and ability ranges answer questions orally with clarity,
accuracy and understanding.

They have good spatial awareness and can apply this to working with areas and
volumes using the appropriate units.

Most pupils use calculators appropriately.

With support, pupils with special educational needs make good progress.

Key stage 3

Most Y7 pupils have a good basic knowledge of numbers and can recognise and

identify sequences.

In Y8, pupils understand the basic concepts of algebra and can simplify simple
expressions.

Y9 pupils have a sound knowledge and good understanding of calculating the mean,
mode, median and range in sets of numbers.

Most pupils of lower ability in Y9 have a good knowledge of the different types of
triangles and their angle properties. They can apply line symmetry to triangles.
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Most pupils in Y8 and Y9 have a sound knowledge of number, fractions and
percentages, and the relationship between them.

Key stage 4
In 2006, a majority of more able pupils in Y11 achieved the higher grade awards in
GCSE statistics.

Most Y10 pupils have a good knowledge of the different graphs to represent data.
The more able pupils understand the different methods of sampling to calculate
estimates of given data from everyday situations.

The more able pupils can solve inequalities using algebraic techniques.
Middle ability pupils understand the use of trigonometry in right-angled triangles.

Post 16

Y13 students have a good understanding of a range of concepts in pure
mathematics, mechanics and statistics. They can adapt this knowledge to solve
associated questions.

Y12 students are making sound progress in understanding the basic concepts of
pure mathematics.

Shortcomings

Key stages 3 and 4
The more able pupils are not always challenged in lessons and do not achieve their
potential.

A minority of pupils do not always complete and present their work in a neat, logical
way. They do not always correct work that is wrong.

A small minority of pupils lack confidence in their mathematical abilities.
Without support, pupils with SEN make limited progress.

Key stage 3
Pupils’ numerical abilities in terms of mental mathematics are limited.

Key stage 4
Incomplete or below standard coursework and pupil absence have an adverse effect
on GCSE grades.

Post 16
No significant shortcomings
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\ Science

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

GCSE results continue to improve, but are still below those for the unitary authority
and were significantly below the figure for Wales in 2006. Boys consistently do
better than girls, appreciably so in 2006.

A level results in physics, chemistry and biology are consistently good and compare
favourably with those for the unitary authority and Wales, although comparison is
statistically difficult in view of the relatively small numbers involved.

Good features

Key stage 3
Many pupils have good knowledge and understanding of a range of topics in science
and are able to recall previous work when questioned.

More able and some average ability pupils recall scientific facts and concepts well,
and are able to apply them to a range of problems.

Most pupils work enthusiastically and purposefully when practical work is
undertaken.  They carry out practical work carefully and safely and collect
experimental results accurately. They organise their data methodically, using tables
and graphs.

Pupils with additional learning needs and special educational needs make good
progress in relation to their ability and often produce good quality work when
provided with suitable tasks.

Key stage 4

Many pupils achieve good standards. They respond willingly and enthusiastically in
guestion and answer sessions, showing good knowledge and understanding of
previous work.

The majority listen attentively during class discussions. Some provide extended
answers to questions and keep full, accurate and well presented records of notes,
diagrams, tables, graphs and completed worksheets.

Many pupils understand the nature of scientific ideas and have well considered views
about the impact of science on society.

More able pupils are able to apply concepts and develop arguments related to
familiar and unfamiliar situations.

When undertaking practical work, pupils demonstrate good practical skills and carry
out experimental work safely and responsibly. They cooperate well, read scales
accurately and record results carefully.
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Most pupils with special educational needs and some with additional learning needs
make good progress.

Post 16
Most students achieve good standards. They are able to use their scientific
knowledge, understanding and skills to solve problems.

The majority of students in the three subjects make good progress relative to their
ability.

Most students show an interest in their work and participate well in classroom
discussions. In practical work they demonstrate good techniques and investigative
skills.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3
The knowledge, understanding and recall of previous work are poor for a minority of

pupils.

In some classes, pupils misbehave and this has an adverse effect on the standards
that they, and others, achieve.

A few pupils’ work is untidy and incomplete. They fail to copy up or complete missing
work.

Key stage 4
Some pupils have difficulty in recalling previous work, show poor understanding of
the work and are easily distracted.

Absenteeism affects the progress made by some pupils.

Missing and incomplete work, together with failure to complete homework tasks,
hinder the progress of a minority of pupils.

Post 16
A minority of students have difficulty applying their scientific knowledge when
problem solving within the context of A level questions.

A minority of students in the three subjects do not have a depth of understanding of
previous work and lack the confidence to contribute to class discussions.

Information technology

Key stage 3: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

GCSE examination results in the last 2 years have been above the average for
Conwy and in line with those for Wales at A* to C grades. Results in 2007 are well
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above the average for Conwy and the average for Wales at A* to C grades. These
results represent very good achievement.

Results in A level computing in the last 2 years have been identical to those for
Conwy and above the national averages for passes at A to C grades. Results in this
subject at AS level in the last 2 years have been well above the figures for Conwy
and nationally. These results represent good achievement.

Results in AS level information and communication technology in 2006 were well
above the figures for Conwy and the whole of Wales. These results represent very
good achievement.

Good features

Key stage 3

Pupils' skills in handling the computer for a range of purposes and processes are
developing well. Most pupils are able to quickly find information, analyse its
usefulness and use it effectively without much support.

The most able have a very good understanding of the theoretical aspects of their
tasks and are able to explain and discuss their work well, using an appropriate level
of technical vocabulary.

Almost all pupils communicate information well when using word processing, desktop
publishing and presentation software. Similarly, spreadsheet and database skills are
developing well in line with expectation for age and capabilities.

Pupils with additional learning needs show good levels of understanding and good
practical skills. They make good progress and produce work of a good standard in
line with their ability.

Key stage 4

Almost all pupils use computer hardware and software confidently and competently.
They are able to organise their work well, can open, save and retrieve files and
documents very effectively. The most able show very good skills using the split
screen function to speed up data input and manipulation.

Most pupils plan their work well and show good problem solving and evaluation skills.
They have a good understanding of the theoretical aspects of their tasks and can
explain and discuss their work using the appropriate technical vocabulary.

In their project work, they readily establish a range of business applications that are
required to run an organisation of their choice. Most pupils produce a well
constructed data capture form to meet their requirements.

Pupils with additional learning needs can use a computer with a good level of skill
and competence and make good progress. They achieve to their potential.

Post 16 (Computing)
Every student has a good knowledge and understanding of computer systems. They
are developing a good understanding of the basic principles of searches and sort
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algorithms and can readily select and use a range of software packages that best fits
the required task. The standards of their practical skills are high.

Almost all students are able to explain why the different features of various types of
software make them suitable for specific applications. They are good at establishing
data flow charts and analysing the processes involved.

All students compare different programming languages and environments well and
can explain factors such as fitness for purpose and compatibility.

All students demonstrate confidence and good standards of coursework. They are
self motivating, interested and enthusiastic and project work is carried out to a good
standard. Students work well to meet all the requirements of the syllabus.

Post 16 (Information and communication technology)

Most students can select, justify and use appropriate computer techniques in order to
solve specific problems. This ability is clearly evident in their AS Level projects and in
even greater depth in their A2 projects.

Most students have produced systems analysis work which is thorough and detailed.
They pay good attention to the needs of the end user.

Students have tackled challenging aspects of database work including the creation of
comprehensive testing strategies.

Most students’ project work is carried out to a good standard. Students work well to
meet all the requirements of the syllabus.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3
A small number of pupils do not use technical terminology with any degree of
confidence.

A very small number of pupils do not sufficiently consider the impact of their work on
their anticipated audience.

Key stage 4
At the initial design stage a very small number of pupils do not research their projects
in sufficient depth.

A very small number of pupils have difficulty expressing explanations concisely and
formally using technical language.

Post 16 (Computing)
In the first drafts of a small number of projects there is insufficient detail in the written
descriptions.

A very small number of students have difficulty expressing explanations concisely
and formally in technical language, without support.
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Post 16 (Information and communication technology)
A very small number of folders tend to lack structure and show a sufficient depth of
research and analysis for students’ final project.

A small number of students have some difficulty expressing explanations concisely
and formally in technical language.

\ Design and technology

Key stage 3: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

Although GCSE A* to C results in resistant materials and food have been below
national averages for Conwy and Wales over the past 2 years, they were above in
graphics products. Results this year in graphics products are significantly above
national averages and are broadly similar in resistant materials, but remain just
below in food. However, there is a marked improvement in the overall results
compared with previous years and this represents very good achievement.

A level results in the last 2 years have been well above those for Conwy and Wales
for grades A to C. AS results in this in the last 2 years have also been well above the
average and represent good achievement.

Good features

Key stage 3
Most pupils make good progress in their understanding of the design process and
can apply the principles well in their project work.

Well over two thirds of pupils plan effectively for the making stage and can work
methodically and accurately. They produce well made products across the material
areas with a good understanding of the materials or ingredients used.

In textiles, most pupils have a good knowledge and understanding of fibres, and
fabrics. Their skills in decorating products through appliqué and other techniques are
good, as seen, for example, in their Mabinogion puppet, small bag and cushion
projects.

Lower ability pupils and those with special educational needs make good progress in
designing and making products. They produce good product outcomes and achieve
well.

Key stage 4
At least two thirds of pupils understand the design process well and make good use
of a design process to guide their project work.

Almost all pupils use computers well to research their projects and to collect the
relevant material to help them make their design decisions. Most pupils also use
computer aided design software well to enhance their presentations.
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In graphics products, presentation skills are generally good. The most able have very
good graphical communications skills and produce imaginative and innovative
solutions to design briefs.

Almost all pupils in food technology have good practical skills. They show a
developing understanding of micro and macro nutrients and can consider and outline
the dietary needs of the elderly well.

In resistant materials, most pupils have good practical making skills. The most able
have very good skills, as seen, for example, in their small jewellery storage cabinets.

Lower ability pupils and those with special educational needs produce appropriate
design ideas and produce good product outcomes. They make good progress and
achieve well for their abilities.

Post 16

Most students' design work is well developed. Effective use is made of a design
process to guide product development. Theoretical understanding is generally good.
They display a good command of the subject and are able to discuss their projects
confidently, using an appropriate level of technical terminology

Almost all students research, analyse and evaluate both commercial products and
their own work well and produce innovative design solutions for the original
specification.

Where appropriate, most students make good use of anthropometric data and
ergonomic studies to influence the development of their design ideas.

All students make good use of information and communication technology for a
variety of purposes that include designing, research and presentation. There is a
good balance between freehand work and computer generated work.

At least two thirds of students produce practical work of a good standard. The
models of products are well constructed as, for example, the seating project.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3
Pupils' presentation and graphical communication skills vary widely and are generally
weak in a small number of design files.

A very small number lack confidence when using tools and need a lot of support from
teachers.

Key stage 4
The presentation and graphical communication skills of a small number of pupils are
the weakest elements of their work.

Most pupils’ skills in using computer aided manufacturing equipment are at a very
basic level.
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Post 16
Quick developmental drawing and graphical communication skills are the weakest
elements of students’ work.

Students’ use of computer aided manufacturing techniques is at a very basic level.

Modern foreign languages

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings

German GCSE results in 2005 and 2006 were above national averages for grades A*
to C, and broadly in line for grades A* and A. These results represented good
achievement for these pupils. In 2007, results in German were below average for
grades A* to C and grades A* and A and were lower than would be expected for
pupils of similar ability. French GCSE results in 2005 and 2006 were well below
national averages for grades A* to C and grades A* and A. These results were lower
than would be expected for pupils of similar ability. In 2007, results in French were
broadly in line with national averages for grades A* to C, but below them for grades
A* and A and were broadly in line with pupils’ ability

Good features

Key stage 3

Most pupils identify basic information from authentic recordings at slow speeds in
French. In German, most pupils listen well to longer, faster passages and grasp the
main points and some important details.

Nearly all pupils repeat sounds well in drills.

Most pupils manage brief structured conversations in French; they manage longer
exchanges in German, usually with good pronunciation and intonation. A few abler
pupils are prepared to take the initiative in German conversation.

Most pupils read and identify main points from simple printed matter in French; they
identify more details in similar tasks in German.

Most pupils write simple sentences well in French. Many pupils refer to past or to
future events.

In German, most pupils write longer sentences, with greater and more accurate use
of tenses outside present; they adapt patterns well to make their work more personal.

In both languages, pupils with special educational needs achieve as well as their
classmates through well-focused support.

Key stage 4

In French, most pupils follow slow speed recordings and understand most relevant
details. They read printed matter with similar outcomes.
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Most pupils make brief but generally appropriate responses in speech.
Most pupils write well in sentences and short paragraphs.

In German, nearly all pupils listen well and follow the general classroom use of the
language for the vast majority of purposes, including explanations.

In conversation, most pupils demonstrate good pronunciation and intonation and
convey their meaning with little difficulty. A minority uses German spontaneously in
lessons.

Most pupils read well in German, and subsequently re-use the new language they
meet in other contexts. They also use dictionaries well, both to check their work and
to extend what they can say and write.

Most pupils structure their written German regularly into paragraphs. They use
different tenses appropriately, using a good range of language, to give variety and
originality to their work.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3

Most pupils in French classes are hesitant when speaking. They do not speak at
length and revert quickly to English.

When writing, particularly in French, many pupils make spelling errors in basic
vocabulary.

Most pupils do not adapt patterns well in French to make their work more personal or
original.

Few pupils use tenses outside the present well in French.

Few pupils use both past and future tenses in the same task in either language.
Pupils do not often write in paragraphs.

Key stage 4

In French, most pupils have difficulty in working out unfamiliar language, especially in

conversations or from recordings at normal speed.

Most pupils do not use French spontaneously or for general classroom purposes;
many have Anglicised accents.

Few pupils write well at length in French; they do not often use different tenses well
and many make elementary grammatical errors, particularly in agreements.

A few pupils make errors in basic grammar and spelling in German, including some
Anglicism in their written work.
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\ History

Key stage 3: Grade 4  Some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
Key stage 4: Grade 4  Some good features, but shortcomings in important areas
Post 16: Grade 4 Some good features, but shortcomings in important areas

The department’s performance at GCSE has been well below the local and national
averages for the last three years. This has also been the case at A level.

A change of examination board for the GCSE examinations in 2007 has produced a
distinct improvement on the 2006 results.

Good features

Key stage 3

Above average and some average ability pupils have generally secure levels of
knowledge and understanding. Most pupils have a short-term recall of their previous
learning and can apply their background information.

Most pupils can use subject-specific vocabulary accurately and in the correct context.

In lessons, most pupils can explain causation, but many find this difficult to explain
after the lesson.

A minority of pupils can extract and use information from the sources of evidence
with which they are presented.

A minority of pupils present neat, well written work, and some produce pieces of
coherent extended writing.

A minority of pupils adopt an appropriately investigative approach to historical
problems when given the opportunity. Above average and some average ability
pupils make sound progress in selecting, organising and selecting information in a
variety of ways.

Key stage 4
A minority of pupils make some progress in source evaluation. Some can apply the
information from the sources to their background knowledge.

More able pupils can recognise bias in sources of evidence and go on to consider
the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources of evidence. A
number of pupils can identify the differences between long term and short term
causes when considering hyperinflation in Germany in 1923,

Where they are given the opportunity, above average and some average ability
pupils make sound progress in developing their extended writing skills and in
constructing a balanced argument. These pupils make appropriate progress in their
interpretative skills, in line with their ability,
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Post 16
Most students have compiled appropriate sets of notes on the main aspects of the
period they are studying.

Above average ability students can work independently to interpret and evaluate
sources of evidence and produce a meaningful evaluation. A small minority show
that they are developing an analytical approach to historical issues.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3

A significant number of pupils do not have secure recall of their learning and many
are unable to make meaningful links with their background knowledge. Pupils’
identification of the importance of causation requires far greater focus.

Scrutiny of pupils’ written work reveals a wide variation in standards. There is a
significant amount of incomplete work in pupils’ books.

Presentation of written work, standards of spelling and punctuation, use of language
and depth of analysis are all areas of weakness and require a much closer focus.

Pupils frequently do not enlarge upon the points which they make in their written
work. As a result, their written work often lacks depth and detail and does not
produce sufficiently satisfying explanations.

Speaking skills are not sufficiently well targeted in order to encourage pupils to
provide extended responses to questioning. Pupils have too few opportunities to
discuss and debate issues so that they gain in confidence and in knowledge and
understanding. Too frequently they are supine participators in lessons.

Key stage 4

Pupils’ ability to interpret and evaluate sources of evidence is underdeveloped. The
majority of pupils are either unaware of or are insecure in their understanding of the
importance of the attribution of sources. As a result, they are not able to achieve
appropriate standards in testing the sources for bias, reliability and usefulness.

Many of the shortcomings identified above in key stage 3 continue to be a problem in
key stage 4 and contribute to the disappointing standards achieved.

Post 16
There is evidence of very variable standards of written work. Some essays and
source evaluations are brief and superficial.

Students do not pay sufficient attention to the attribution of the source which they are
evaluating, and the text of the source is not always made clear to students. On
occasions they cannot distinguish between the wording of the source and the text of
the book in which it appears. When the source is not discussed in lessons, a majority
of students are lost because their background knowledge is too slight to comprehend
the subtleties of the source and to assess its significance.
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The majority of students do not have the training to test their sources for bias,
reliability and usefulness.

Students are not secure in their knowledge and understanding of the differing
interpretations offered by the major professional historians with expertise in the
period they are studying.

Students often do not enlarge upon the points which they make in their written work.
There is evidence of insecurity in linking ideas and in detecting patterns when
addressing historical problems.

Speaking skills continue to be underdeveloped. Students lack the knowledge and the
confidence to provide extended oral responses to any questioning which may occur
in lessons. Students have insufficient opportunities to construct oral arguments and
to “think on their feet”.

\ Geography

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

GCSE results in the last 3 years have been broadly in line with national averages for
grades A* to C and are in line with pupils’ prior attainment.

A level results have been broadly in line with national averages for grades A to E and
represent good achievement for students.

Good features

Key stage 3
Pupils make good progress relative to their previous attainment.

Y7 pupils possess a secure knowledge of the geography of their local area and
Wales.

Y7 pupils make effective use of a range of map resources. Pupils use four and six
figure references to plan a route using their local Ordnance Survey maps.

Pupils recall and use geographical terms with accuracy and precision.

Y8 pupils have an awareness and understanding of population migration. They
explain confidently the economic, social and political ‘pull and push’ factors of
international migration between Mexico and the USA.

Groups of pupils in Y9 use computerised presentations accurately and precisely.
Pupils show a clear understanding of the causes, impact and consequences of
national disasters on human activity.
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From a case study of earthquakes pupils show knowledge of plate tectonics. They
understand the relevance of the principles of prediction, protection and preparation of
people living in earthquake zones.

Key stage 4

Pupils possess a good understanding of the processes and patterns in physical
geography. Fieldwork along the North Wales coast support the pupils’ understanding
of the processes involved in the formation of coastal scenery, particularly long shore
drift.

Y11 fieldwork assignments show pupils have a good command of geographical skills
and techniques.

Pupils use an extensive geographical vocabulary confidently, with increasing
accuracy and precision, to describe geographical features and activities.

Y10 pupils have a secure knowledge and understanding of sustainable development.
They apply good analytical skills to evaluate the issues of establishing an offshore
wind farm at North Hoyle.

The study of hurricane Katrina shows pupils’ thorough knowledge and understanding
of the relationship between people and their environment. Y11 pupils have a good
knowledge of the social and economic impact of hurricane Katrina on New Orleans.

Post 16

Students develop a good range of geographical skills through fieldwork study which
includes marine process and other analyses. The skills of analysis, interpretation
and presentation of data are well developed and are evidenced in students’ folio
work.

Students use an extensive and appropriate geographical vocabulary to describe river
patterns and processes effectively.

Students use high order skills to evaluate the causes and consequences of the
Conwy Valley flood.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3
Fieldwork and enquiry skills are insufficiently developed through the key stage.

A few pupils do not stay on task and complete only a limited amount of work.

A small number of pupils in Y7 show a limited understanding of map skills.

Key stage 4

The written and geographical work of a few pupils is not of an appropriate standard
relative to their prior attainment.

Post 16

A few students show a lack of depth and detail in personal notes and classroom

discussion.
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\ Art

Key stage 3: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

GCSE results, for both boys and girls, at grades A* to C, in 2006, at a time of staff
absence, were below the local and national average. Girls achieved better than boys.
Overall, pupils did not perform as well as expected. Data for the 2007 examination
indicate that results are close to the national average.

In the 2006 A level art examination, girls’ grades A to C were better than the local
average and significantly better than the national figure. Results in graphic design
were significantly better than the national average. At AS level, results for boys were
better than the national average, with results at grades A to C for girls below the
national average. Provisional data for 2007 show improvement.

Good features

Key stage 3

Pupils make very good progress in acquiring the essential craft skills. They are
becoming more aware of different forms of art. They are learning how to plan for and
reflect on their growing achievements.

They know how to look at art, recognise effects and embellish their own work with
influences from established artists.

The majority can observe and record in line and tone with growing accuracy. They
understand how to use a sketchbook.

They have an awareness of artists associated with Wales and are developing an
appreciation and understanding of the art of other cultures.

They know how to use computers to research art.

When writing and talking about art, pupils are able to communicate accurately with a
growing art vocabulary.

Because they are well informed of the assessment process, pupils know what they
have to do in order to improve.

Pupils with additional learning needs make good progress, because their needs are
addressed well.

Key stage 4

Pupils understand how to research an examination topic because they are very well
informed. They know how to refine their initial designs and show judgement when
selecting their final art outcome.

In their observational drawing, they show a good application of shape, texture and
proportion. They are able to select from a limited range of media.
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Their artwork shows skill, imagination and creativity. They regularly annotate their
work, write descriptively and factually about art, often expressing their own personal
opinions.

Almost all pupils demonstrate an improved art vocabulary when talking about art.

In their sketchbooks, the majority show imagination and creative presentation. Girls
exploit colour particularly well. They know about female artists and are aware of
contemporary fashion designers.

They are able to use the Internet as a research tool to source new information.
Post 16

Students are developing very well as independent artists. They draw with confidence.
Their sketchbooks demonstrate good measures of individual flair.

Both boys and girls develop very high standards of craft skill when painting both
closely observed architectural and human forms. They show imagination when
working with new materials.

They have an appreciation and growing knowledge of the work of established artists
and designers.

They have established good research skills, combining a mix of orthodox and
experimental approaches to meet their individual needs.

They regularly support their work with personalised annotation and are able to write
and talk cogently about their chosen artists.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3
Pupils have only a narrow experience of three-dimensional craft work due to a lack of
curricular time.

They do not know how to use computers creatively.

Key stage 4

Pupils have only a limited awareness of both contemporary and historical art
because they do not visit art galleries and they do not have access to up-to-date art
books.

The standard of pupils’ artwork is often hindered by poor quality materials.

Their understanding of how an artist works is limited by insufficient opportunities to
work with artists in residence. All this limits the scope and scale of their potential
responses.

Post 16
Students do not visit art galleries often enough and this tends to limit their awareness
of both contemporary and historical art.
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568 Standards are hindered by a lack of practical workspace for students to work in their
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Music

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings

GCSE results in the past three years have fluctuated. They were above the national
average in 2005 and 2007 but below in 2006. These results are in line with pupils’
prior attainment.

A level results in the last three years have been below the national averages for
passes at grades A and B and are broadly in line with students’ prior attainment.

Good features

Key stage 3

Pupils sing with enthusiasm and, in general, secure intonation. Most pupils, including
those with special educational needs, perform melodies individually at their own pace
with a good degree of accuracy. A few maintain good ensemble when performing in
pairs.

A few Y7 group vocal compositions show pupils combining sounds imaginatively. A
small number of “Blues” improvisations are convincing and have a sense of style.

Pupils have a good awareness of musical elements and are able to identify basic
features in recorded extracts and in their own music making. A few pupils make
perceptive comments.

Key stage 4

Most pupils make good progress in vocal and instrumental performing. They perform
confidently, with a good sense of style.

Some of the work in progress in composing displays interesting treatment of ideas.

More able pupils can identify features well when appraising extracts of music from
different styles and periods.

Post 16
Most students perform with conviction and a good sense of style.

Initial ideas for composing often reflect the personal interests of the students. A few
display imaginative treatment of the material utilized.

Most students have a basic knowledge and understanding of their respective areas
of study.
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Shortcomings

Key stage 3

580 At times the quality of singing lacks adequate refinement. Pupils are insecure when
performing in pairs on keyboards and progress is sometimes slow. More able pupils
are not always fully extended in such tasks.

581 Certain group compositions and improvisations are limited in musical interest.
Significant minorities of pupils either make brief comments when appraising or are
reluctant to respond.

Key stage 4
582 Initial ideas for certain composing tasks are limited in musical interest and have yet
to be developed adequately.

583 The appraising skills of a significant minority of pupils are uneven; they are good in
certain tasks, but insecure in others.

Post 16
584 The performances of a few students, though accurate, lack sufficient colour and

conviction.

585 Some of the work in composing needs further development. A few students have
difficulty in making progress without the support of the teacher.

\ Physical education

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings

586 GCSE results in the last 2 years have been broadly in line with national averages for
passes at A* to C. These results are in line with pupil’s ability.

587 A-Level results in this subject in the last 2 years have been below national averages
for passes at A to C and are lower than would be expected for students of similar
ability.

Good features

Key stages 3 and 4
588 Behaviour is good. Pupils are well motivated and listen carefully to instructions and
teaching points given.

589 Pupils work effectively in pairs or in small groups on collaborative tasks.
590 There is a very good relationship between staff and pupils.

Key stage 3
591 All pupils dress appropriately and smartly for physical education lessons.
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In swimming, most girls have a good understanding of the key principles associated
with effective performance of a variety of strokes.

In gymnastics, pupils are able to work creatively and safely on basic sequences. The
more able pupils demonstrate good body tension, clarity of shape and extension.
They demonstrate an understanding of compositional principles and apply them
effectively in gymnastic sequences. The most able pupils can counterbalance with a
partner effectively.

In invasion games, the more able pupils pass and receive accurately and understand
how to use space effectively.

Key stage 4

Pupils are able to highlight the key components of fitness. The more able pupils
appreciate the need for standardisation within fitness assessment. Pupils have a
good understanding of the effects of exercise on the body including the importance of
a safe warm-up.

In GCSE lessons, pupils can design a basic training session for both an individual
and a team sport.

The majority of girls use the correct terminology in oral and written work. They can
give accurate examples of feedback received in the practical setting and apply the
theoretical principles.

Post 16
In BTEC lessons, most students can identify potential hazards for the completion of
basic risk assessment in a sporting context.

Most students officiate confidently.
Students are able to work well independently on both practical and theoretical tasks.
Shortcomings

Key stage 3

In invasion games, most pupils are unable to transfer skills into the competitive
setting. The majority of pupils lack tactical awareness in the game situation. Support
play and decision making are weak. Most pupils are unable to outwit opponents in a
‘one v one’ situation.

Less able pupils do not demonstrate sufficient control and accuracy in their
performance across physical education core curriculum activities. They are unable to
review and evaluate their performances successfully.

In gymnastics, body management of the majority of pupils is underdeveloped. The
use of quality linking movements among the pupils is limited.

Key stage 4

In GCSE lessons, most pupils are unable to provide extended answers to questions.
The use of appropriate terminology is underdeveloped particularly among the boys.
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605 In rugby, knowledge and understanding of the majority of pupils are weak. Ball
handling and support play among the less able are underdeveloped. They are unable
to transfer the skills effectively into the game situation.

Post 16
606 In BTEC lessons, the less able students show a lack of knowledge and
understanding of risk assessment.

607 In short tennis, some students cannot maintain consistency in successful shot
selection.

Religious education (including religious studies)

Key stage 3: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 4  Some good features, but shortcomings in important areas

608 GCSE results in the last three years have been above or close to national averages
for grades A* to C and this represents good achievement, as the course was taught
in after-school sessions. No pupils are currently following the GCSE course.

Good features

Key stage 3
609 Pupils across the ability range have knowledge and understanding of the units
studied, which reflect the requirements of the agreed syllabus.

610 All pupils know and can describe the key events in the life of Abraham and the
majority understand his importance and significance to believers.

611 Pupils can accurately describe how believers celebrate their faith and beliefs through
festivals and are developing an understanding how religions influence lifestyle.

612 They can explain how different religions mark and celebrate key stages in a person’s
life, such as birth ceremonies, and the more able can draw on previous learning to
identify common elements and offer basic explanations for some of the symbols they
meet.

613 Most pupils recognise key terms and use them appropriately, orally and in their
written work.

614 The oral and written responses of less able pupils demonstrate appropriate
knowledge and understanding.

Key stage 4

615 Pupils are developing, within the personal, social and health education programme,
basic knowledge and understanding of current issues and problems confronting
individuals and society and religious responses to them.
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Pupils are developing some awareness of how religious beliefs influence human
behaviour when studying topics such as medical ethics, and a minority of more able
pupils can form an opinion.

The majority of pupils respectfully discuss elements of beliefs and practices of world
religions.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3

Pupils’ ability to reflect on and express their own ideas about religious beliefs and
practices is limited, and they make insufficient progress in developing the skills of
evaluation.

A small number of pupils of all abilities have incomplete work, which hinders
progress.

Key stage 4
Progress is slow and standards are depressed in a number of classes.

Pupils do not explore topics in any depth as their knowledge and understanding of
religious belief, practice and key religious terms are insufficient and insecure.

The written work of all pupils is brief and insufficiently developed, especially in
recognising the complexity of issues studied.

Pupils’ ability to evaluate an issue from a religious perspective, develop a reasoned
argument and offer balanced conclusions is very limited.

Drama

Key stage 3: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

GCSE results in the last two years have been well above national averages for
grades A* to C. Most pupils, including those with additional learning needs, have
exceeded their targets.

A level results in the last two years have been below the national average for grades
A to C, with some underachievement. However, there have been improvements in
AS level results, and changes in this course have brought about clear improvements
in standards.

Good features
Key stage 3
Pupils of all abilities, including those with special educational needs, achieve well.

They make good progress in developing a range of drama skills and an
understanding of the concepts of drama.
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Most pupils are able to work supportively in groups. They make short presentations
with confidence, using drama strategies such as ‘freeze frame’ to represent action
and feelings. Some work creatively to share and experiment with ideas.

Most can explain briefly, but clearly, their ideas for performance. They give helpful
evaluations to others, and are able to use straightforward suggestions to improve
their performance.

Key stage 4
Pupils achieve good standards in improvisation, focusing on movement and feelings.
At best, their performances are well paced, and voice is used effectively.

Many confidently ask and answer questions, and are willing to give extended
comments and explanations. They read scripts aloud with expression.

Pupils’ own written scripts and critical writing are generally of a good standard for
their ability. About a third write thoughtful and detailed reports.

They understand different styles of performance, which they can transfer to their own
work.

They work very effectively in groups to develop performances.

Post 16
Students perform confidently and with commitment. They use drama skills, sound
effects and voice well and they achieve good standards of performance.

Most are able to improve on aspects of their work through reflection and on the
advice of others.

Their script writing shows a good understanding of the conventions and their critical
writing about text and performance is good in relation to their ability.

Shortcomings

Key stage 3
A few pupils are inattentive during introductions to lessons and this can slow the
pace of learning.

Key stage 4
Some pupils need prompting to develop their ideas, and are not yet confident in
evaluating the performances of others.

Post 16
The quality of the written work of a few students is weaker than their performance
skills.
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\ Media studies

Key stage 4: Grade 3 Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 3 Good features outweigh shortcomings

Over the last three years, 40% of the pupils entered for GCSE have achieved an A*
to C grade. These results are below the Welsh average. Although there is a
continuing upward trend, results have yet to reach pupils’ expected performance.

Over the last three years, GCE A level grades A to C have been lower than the
Welsh average and lower than the students’ performance in other subjects.

Four students have completed the BTEC vocational course. Three have successfully
achieved a combination of merit and distinction grades.

Good features

Key stage 4
Most pupils enjoy the subject, particularly its practical and creative aspects. They
make good progress and achieve good standards.

About a third of the pupils present their work to a high standard, designing and
producing their own media texts in the form of DVD covers, magazine pages and
photo stories. Most can comment on these texts, identifying and explaining key
features.

Standards of coursework are currently at least in line with pupils’ targets.

With help, pupils can judge how well they are doing and most are able to improve
their work.

Post 16
Most students make progress close to their targets. Students with additional learning
needs are well supported, and make good progress.

Most students are consistently able to apply knowledge of the media to their own
productions. They understand some of the crucial media issues, and are able to use
the Internet and other sources to research them critically.

Some students learn and apply practical skills in graphics and digital imaging to an
industry standard.

Shortcomings

Key stage 4

Some pupils do not take the opportunity to improve their work though given advice
and the chance to do so.

A few pupils do not understand how to evaluate their work and this slows their
progress.
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Post 16
652 Over half of the students fail to use media terminology in speaking and writing, which
results in less precise and effective expression.

653 Some students make poor use of study time and do not work well independently, and
so do not make good progress with the more theoretical parts of the course.

654 A few do not attend regularly and/or fail to complete assignments.

Accounting

Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

655 Because of the small number of entries at A level, results cannot be compared with
national figures. Results in the last 3 years are in line with students’ abilities.

Good features

656 Y13 students have a very good knowledge of the accounting information system and
the appropriate use of computers.

657 They are making good progress learning about the principles of accounting, concepts
and conventions.

658 Y12 students are gaining sound knowledge of the basics of trading, profit and loss
accounts and balance sheets.

Shortcomings

659 A small number of Y12 students underachieve due to limited effort.

Business studies

Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

660 GCSE results in the Applied Business and Business and Communication systems
courses over the last 3 years have been above national figures for grades A* to C.
These results represent good achievement and are in line with pupils’ ability.

661 A level results in the Applied Business course in the last 3 years have also been
above national averages for grades A to C.

Good features
Key stage 4

662 In all courses, many pupils are developing a good understanding of business
terminology and can apply a range of business principles to a range of tasks.
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Many pupils are developing skills which enable them to use a range of sources to
improve their understanding of the units studied and help to meet the criteria set out
in the programmes of study.

Many pupils appreciate the impact that business has on local employment, local and
national development and the economy.

In the business and communication systems course, pupils in both years are
developing good information and communication technology skills, and are able to
use them to carry out business procedures in specific applications. These skills were
applied effectively in the task linked to the management of a recruitment agency.

Many pupils in the Applied Business course in Y10 are making good progress in their
understanding of the factors to be considered when evaluating the effectiveness of
two business organisations. Many demonstrate the need to consider a range of
factors in their evaluations.

A small majority of pupils following the business studies course have a secure
understanding of business terminology and are making good progress in the
coursework unit on marketing. They appreciate the importance of detailed
researching of the target market, market influences and competition.

In all courses, information and communication technology is used very effectively by
all pupils to access information and improve the presentation of work.

Post 16
Most students have a secure understanding of the more complex principles studied.

The majority of students are able to apply their knowledge to a number of business
applications, both in familiar and unfamiliar situations.

In Y12, about two-thirds of the students are able to explain confidently the
importance of structure within any organisation, and how functional areas have
important roles within it. A majority are able to identify key roles within a given
organisation.

In Y 13, all students have a secure understanding of the important stages to be
considered when planning an event. They have successfully carried out a detailed
feasibility study considering costings, location, competition and appeal to an
audience.

Shortcomings

Key stage 4
A minority of pupils have an insecure understanding of certain business terminology
and principles.

Others are less focused in lessons, progress is slower, and some elements are not
completed to the standards expected.
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Post 16

675 In Y12, a few students are insecure in their understanding of the structure of an
organisation, and/or how they could progress with their assignment.

| BTEC Retail
Post 16: Grade 1  Good with outstanding features
Outstanding features

676 In the first unit completed in the BTEC First course, 5 of the 6 students have
completed units of work to merit standard. In the BTEC National course, over 75% of
the group have achieved work of distinction standard.

677 In work completed in both courses, students demonstrate outstanding skills
compared with their ability when researching for information, analysing the
information, and carrying out in-depth evaluation of their findings.

Good features

678 Inthe BTEC First course, students have a secure understanding of the importance of
technology in retail outlets. They have very successfully carried out an in-depth study
of aspects of legislation which must be considered by companies in their day-to-day
working.

679 In the BTEC National Award course, almost all students have a very good
understanding of the importance of a well-organised stock control system in a retail
organisation. They clearly demonstrated a secure understanding of the importance in
an efficient supply chain, legislation, stock management methods and systems and
security.

Child development; Child care and education
Key stage 4: Grade 3  Good features outweigh shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

680 GCSE results in the last three years have been below national average for grades A*
to C and are lower than would be expected for pupils of similar ability. Results for the
Certificate and particularly the Diploma courses in Child Care and Education
compare well with national figures and represent good achievement for those
students entered.

Good features
Key stage 4
681 Pupils have secure knowledge and understanding of factors relating to the care and

development of babies and young children.
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They investigate a range of factors affecting family life and community child care
provision and generally use their information well to produce a range of information
leaflets.

Pupils plan, carry out and record observation of daily routines, diet and the stages of
development of individual children.

In class, they discuss sensitive issues of conception and birth and show a good
awareness of current support systems.

Pupils understand the importance of safety measures and the procedures of
reporting accidents that occur in the workplace.

Post 16

Students have good knowledge and understanding of the structure and organisation
of statutory, voluntary and private services. They identify related legislation and
explain measures required for safety and child protection.

Regular placements enhance students’ understanding and they relate the work they
do in class to realistic early years settings. Their experience is recorded well and
shows positive attitude and commitment from almost all students.

In-depth investigation into the various stages of children’s development is carried out
effectively and students record a number of personal observations from their
workplace activities.

Participation in class is good. Here many students confidently discuss and evaluate
the educational benefits of books and the role of adults in promoting children’s
learning and development.

Assignment work is carried out to a good standard and students prepare useful
teaching aids to support their practical activities.

Information and communication technology skills are utilised well on occasions for
research and to enhance the overall presentation of work.

Shortcomings

Key stage 4
Not all pupils are motivated and on task throughout the lesson.

Written coursework is often descriptive with little analysis or judgements made.

In a number of instances, project activities lack originality and show little
consideration of safety issues.

Post 16
A small number of students (approximately 12%) are less confident in their subject
knowledge and rely heavily on teacher guidance.
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\ Hair and beauty

Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

Students gain very creditable NVQ qualifications from level 1 to level 3. These results
represent good achievement for these students.

Good features

Key stage 4
Pupils develop a secure knowledge of basic theoretical and practical elements of
hairdressing and beauty therapies.

In general, pupils are enthusiastic and participate fully in class activities. Here they
are able to discuss and record relevant factors of how to consult with clients and the
preparation of tools and equipment.

Pupils understand the importance of maintaining safe and hygienic practices when
carrying out practical processes. They are able to identify responsibilities of both
employer and employee under relevant Health and Safety legislation.

Pupils gain valuable competencies and experience of commercial methods. The
school’s salon facilities enable pupils to relate the work they do in class to realistic
commercial environments.

Overall, written work and homework are neatly recorded and used well by some
pupils to check and recap their learning.

Post 16
Students display good practical and theoretical knowledge and understanding of
hairdressing, beauty and sports therapy skills.

They take a very professional approach to their studies and their manner and dress
are in line with commercial standards.

Students are able to relate the work they do in class to realistic workplace settings
through experience of working in the school’'s well-equipped salons and treatment
rooms.

In practical sessions, students use a wide range of equipment competently and
demonstrate safe and hygienic practices. They have a good understanding of health
and safety issues and how related legislation supports clients’ rights.

Students deal confidently with informal and formal clients when they advise, consult
and carry out a range of treatments independently. They effectively evaluate their
own performance and that of their peers.
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Y13 students successfully gain additional competencies leading to a Level 3
gualification in a range of specialist treatments including reflexology, aromatherapy,
Indian head massage and Swedish massage.

Visiting speakers, demonstrators and visits to trade shows enhance and broaden
students’ knowledge and experience.

Shortcomings

Key stage 4
A minority of pupils have insecure knowledge and understanding and rely heavily on
teacher guidance to make progress.

Absenteeism affects the progress and standards of approximately 15% of pupils.

Post 16
A few students experience difficulty with recall and application of key principles and
rely heavily on guidance from their tutors.

Students make insufficient use of information and communication technology to
improve the overall quality of advertising leaflets.

Health and social care

Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

GCSE and A level results over the last three years for both compare well with
national figures. GCSE grades A* to C are above national figures, as are A level
grades A and B. Such results represent good achievement for these learners.

Good features

Key stage 4

Pupils have a secure knowledge of community health care provision and can identify
how different services and the roles of professional care workers meet the needs of
individual client groups.

They understand the main areas of personal development and can identify factors
than affect development at different life stages.

Investigative and research skills are good. Pupils prepare relevant questionnaires
and successfully interview clients. They record potential health risks and are able to
suggest achievable targets to improve health and well being.

Pupils carry out appropriate tests to measure fitness levels and apply numeracy skills
well to calculate and record results.

Pupils develop a good awareness of assessment criteria and effectively evaluate
their own work and that of their peers in order to improve their coursework grades.
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Information and communication technology skills are used well to enhance the
overall presentation of assignment work.

Post 16
Students have good knowledge of health and social care issues and factors affecting
the provision of quality care in the community.

They participate fully in class discussions and offer informed opinions of National
Health policy and potential problems of funding services. Subject specific language is
used well.

Students understand the importance of effective communication between client and
carer and carry out a range of interactions to improve their own skills.

Investigation into health and social care issues is well undertaken and students
collate and record relevant evidence using both primary and secondary sources.
They utilise both quantitative and qualitative data in their research findings.

With very few exceptions, students complete portfolio assignments successfully.
Here good information and communication technology skills are used for research
and to enhance the overall quality of presentation.

Shortcomings

Key stage 4
The written work of a small number of pupils is insufficiently detailed or complete.

Post 16
Students studying at BTEC level find difficulty working independently and are quite
often too reliant on their teacher for support and guidance.

Law

Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

Results at A level in the last three years have been below national averages for
passes at grades A to C, but are in line with students’ ability.

Good features

Students have good levels of knowledge and understanding of legal principles and
can apply their knowledge successfully to a range of cases and legal problems. Y12
students have a secure knowledge of the English court system and a good
understanding of the differences between civil and criminal law.

Students make good and accurate use of legal terminology and use their knowledge
effectively to build up and argue a case logically. They have well developed concepts
of equity and of its significance in the development of the English legal and court
system. Problem-solving skills are well targeted and increasingly well developed
through rigorous challenge.
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By Y13, students acquire a good knowledge and understanding of the law of
Contract. Their written work is well presented and cogently argued. As they mature,
students gain greater confidence in identifying and analysing the legal issues which
are central to case law. They have a secure understanding of the operation of the
Common Law and of statute law.

Students in both Y12 and Y13 have well developed oral skills, which they use to
good effect during class discussions, posing interesting and relevant questions to
their teacher and to other members of their group, for instance on the legal
procedures related to the purposes of sentencing for crimes. In one discussion seen,
students were very well focused and well informed; they were keen to extend their
ideas and views, and to ensure that their stance was both accurate and that it took a
critical approach.

Students use the information gained from the marking of previous work to good
effect. They are fully aware of areas of their work which require further improvement
and of the demands of the targets set. Assessment information is effectively used by
students to raise standards.

Shortcomings

The written work of a minority of students shows a lack of sufficient depth and detail
to provide a satisfying answer to problems posed. Some students do not provide
enough examples, for instance, of case law, to fully address the question they are
asked.

A small minority of students lack the confidence to play a full part in class and group
discussions.

Sociology

Key stage 4: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings
Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

The department has maintained its levels of achievement, being in line with the local
average and just below the national average at GCSE. At A level, the department
has made good progress, with students achieving standards which are above both
local and national averages.

Good features

Key stage 4

Pupils have good levels of knowledge and understanding of the required subject
matter and they recall their previous learning successfully. They make appropriate
links with contemporary attitudes and social developments. As a result, they make
good progress in applying their knowledge and understanding to a range of complex
social problems and situations, such as family diversity and ethnicity.

Pupils use subject-specific vocabulary accurately and in the correct context. Many of
them are confident in asking interesting and relevant questions. Good quality class
discussions help pupils clarify areas of uncertainty.
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Most pupils have a good grasp of the methodology and conceptual basis of the
subject. They can use a variety of methods of sociological enquiry and research
techniques, such as designing relevant questionnaires. They extract relevant and
accurate information from a range of sources of evidence.

Pupils’ problem solving skills are developing well, both in whole class work and in
groups or pairs.

The majority of pupils produce good quality pieces of extended writing and develop
balanced arguments. Their detailed notes enable them to revisit their learning
successfully and their independent research work extends their enquiry skills.

Post 16

Most students develop their analytical and evaluative skills successfully when
considering a range of sociological problems and current issues, such as, in Y12,
Paul Willis’ study of the anti-school subculture. They are successfully able to identify
the limitations which the study imposes on interpretation and on the conclusions
which they can draw from it.

Most students produce good quality essays, surveys and investigations. Their written
work is appropriately planned and organised to produce logical and satisfying
arguments.

Students use a range of sociological data and relevant source material to support
and justify their conclusions. They are keen to engage with new ideas and theories;
in Y13, their work on the sociology of religion shows evidence of thorough research
and a real interest in exploring areas of knowledge and understanding which they
have rarely encountered before.

Oral work in Y12 and Y13 is fluent and articulate; students contribute enthusiastically
and purposefully in class discussions, putting forward extended responses and
guestions to extend the depth of their understanding.

Shortcomings

Key stage 4
The written work of a minority of pupils lacks adequate depth and detail to fully
address the problems they are considering.

A small number of pupils present incomplete and/or scrappy, brief written work.
Spelling, punctuation and English expression are weak in a minority of examples of
written work.

A small number of pupils are reluctant to participate in discussions and to provide
extended answers to questioning.

Post 16

The written work of a minority of students continues to lack the necessary depth and
detail to fully address the problem under consideration. The analytical and evaluative
skills of these students continue to be underdeveloped. A small number continue to
have problems with spelling and English expression.
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749 A small number of students, especially in Y12, do not respond to questioning with
extended and well argued responses.

Travel and tourism \

Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

750 Examination results relevant to students’ prior attainment are good. In the last 3
years, all those students who complete the course gained a certificate.

Good features

751 Students’ portfolios of work show evidence of focused and considered research,
planning and evaluation of individual topics studied.

752 Individual case studies provide a vocational context in which students can extend
their knowledge and understanding of different aspects of travel and tourism.

753 Students benefit from vocational placements such as Chester Zoo and Faenol Fawr
Country House. They effectively apply their acquired knowledge, understanding and
skills in planning and staging events.

754 Students have an understanding of how people spend their leisure time and how the
travel and tourism industry meets their needs.

Shortcomings

755 A few students present information directly from the source rather than
contextualizing it to their study and using their own words.

Psychology

Post 16: Grade 2  Good features and no important shortcomings

756 Results at A level in the last two years have been below national averages for
passes at grades A to C, but are in line with students’ ability.

Good features

757 Students make good progress in developing their research techniques and their
understanding of data analysis and evaluation of sources.

758 The written work of most students shows a good development of qualitative and
guantitative research methods. They have a good grasp of methodology and use
subject-specific vocabulary accurately.
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Students’ oral contributions to class discussions and their written work show that, for
example, they have a good knowledge and understanding of behavioural psychology
and of the effects of various kinds of stress on the immune system.

Students become more confident in using investigative and experimental techniques
in their psychological enquiries. They plan, design and construct research projects
effectively, showing a due regard for ethical requirements and the need to ensure the
validity of their findings.

Most students have a good ability to apply their knowledge of psychological theories
to real life situations and problems. They analyse data successfully, forming and
testing hypotheses and interpreting the data confidently.

Most students have well developed oral skills, contributing fluently to class
discussions. Students’ note taking skills are good; their written work is well organised
and their arguments are logical and convincing.

Shortcomings
The written work of a minority of students lacks sufficient depth and detail to fully
develop the argument which they seek to make.

A few students lack the confidence to make extended oral contributions to class and
group discussions.
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School's response to the inspection

The school acknowledges the findings of the inspection report and is pleased that
the inspectors recognised and highlighted so many good features of the school.

In particular, the school welcomes the team’s recognition of the progress made since
the last inspection in terms of raising standards, and the positive impact of
developments in teaching, learning and assessment through the school’s Learning
for Improvement Initiative. The school is also pleased that the strength of its
monitoring and evaluation systems has been acknowledged, and that the team
praised so many aspects of care, support and guidance for learners, including the
development of social inclusion initiatives such as the Inclusion Support Centre.

The shortcomings identified in the inspection largely reflect those highlighted in the
school’s self-evaluation report and improvement plan, and the school will work with
the governing body to formulate an action plan that will now focus on addressing
these issues, particularly in terms of staffing and curricular provision for identified
subjects.

The school and governing body would also like to thank the team for their recognition

and support of the 2011 Learning for Improvement vision. We look forward to using
the report to support the ongoing improvement strategies to which we are committed.
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Appendix 1

Basic information about the school

Name of school

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan

School type Foundation
Age range of pupils 11-18
Address of school Faenol Avenue
Abergele
Conwy
Postcode LL22 7THE

Telephone number

01745 832287

Headteacher

Mr Nayland A Southorn

Date of appointment

September 2001

Chair of governors /
Appropriate authority

Mrs Linda Tavernor

Reporting inspector

Mr Brian W Medhurst

Dates of inspection

22" tg 26" October 2007
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Appendix 2

School data and indicators

Year group Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 | Y11 | Y12 | Y13 Total
Number of 236 | 253 | 270 | 245 | 251 | 156 | 80 1491
pupils

Total number of teachers

Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte)
Number of teachers 84 13 92.86
Staffing information
Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding special classes) 16.06: 1
Average teaching group size 20.27

Overall contact ratio (percentage)

79

Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to the inspection

Y7 Y8 Y9 |[VY10 | VY1l | Y12 |Y13 Whole school
Term 1 93 91 89 87 82 93 96 90.14
Term 2 93 92 89 89 84 97 98 93.14
Term 3 91 90 89 86 81 95 96 89.71
Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals 18
Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to inspection 141
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Appendix 3

National Curriculum Assessment Results
End of key stage 3:

National Curriculum Assessment KS3 results 2007

Total number of pupils in Y9: 241

Percentage of pupils at each level

DIA|IF | W]|I1 2 3 | 4 5 6 7

English Teacher School 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 26 | 31 26 1
assessment
National 0.2 0.7 1.2 0.4 0.3 1.5 75 |1 209 | 35.2 | 23.6 | 8.30
Mathematics | Teacher School 0 1 0 0 0 0 9 30 21 o7 10
assessment

National 0.2 | 0.6 1.0 [ 04 | 0.2 | 0.7 6.2 [179 | 245 | 325 | 154

Science Teacher School 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 25 39 23 7
assessment

National 0.2 | 0.7 1.0 [ 0.3 | 0.1 | 05 6.2 [19.2 |33.0| 271 | 115

Students excepted under statutory arrangements from part of the National Curriculum
Students who have failed to register a level because of absence

Students who have failed to register a level for reasons other than absence

Students who are working towards level 1

P Exceptional Performance, where students at Key Stage 3 perform above level 8

msT>0

Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 5 in mathematics,
science and either English or Welsh (first language)

by teacher assessment by test
In the school 54 In the school n/a
In Wales 58 In Wales n/a
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Public Examination Results:

For pupils aged 15, results in GCSE, Entry Level Qualification, GNVQ and
NVQ

Number of pupils aged 15 on the school roll in January 2007 250
Average GCSE or GNVQ points score per pupil 36
The percentage of 15 year old pupils School UA Wales
who in 2007:

entered for 5 or more GCSESs or equivalent 84 86 87

attained at least 5 GCSE grades A* to C, the
equivalent vocational qualifications or a 44 55 54
combination of both

attained at least 5 GCSE grades A* to G, the
equivalent vocational qualifications or a 82 85 86
combination of both

attained GCSE grades A*-C in each of
mathematics, science, English or Welsh first 30 33 40
language (the core subject indicator)

entered at least one Entry level qualification,

GCSE short course or GCSE 100 99 98
attained one or more GCSE grades A*-C or

: e i 68 78 77
the vocational qualification equivalent
attained one or more GCSE grades A*-G or

: e i 96 94 93
the vocational qualification equivalent
attained no graded GCSE or the vocational 4 6 -
gualification equivalent
attained one or more Entry level qualification 1 3 3
only
who were awarded a GNVQ Foundation or 37
NVQ level 1
who were awarded a GNVQ Intermediate or 17
NVQ level 2
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For pupils aged 17, results in A/AS, GNVQs and NVQs

Number of pupils aged 17 in January 2007 94
Number of pupils entered for 2 or more GCE A level
L : . 58

examinations or equivalent in 2007
Number of pupils entered for fewer than 2 GCE A levels or

. . 30
equivalent in 2007

School UA Wales

Percentage of pupils entered who achieved 2 47 63 67
or more grades A-C
Percentage of pupils entered who achieved 2 84 93 94
or more grades A-E
Average points score per candidate entering 2 16 21 20
or more subjects

Number of pupils who achieved a GNVQ
Intermediate or NVQ at level 2

Number of pupils who achieved a GNVQ
Advanced or NVQ at level 3

UA Unitary Authority
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Appendix 4

Evidence base of the inspection

Twenty inspectors (including the school’'s nominee) spent the equivalent of 72.5 days
at the school.

250 lessons were observed, covering all areas of the curriculum.

Inspectors attended assemblies, tutorial sessions, registrations, and observed a
range of extracurricular activities.

Inspectors held many discussions with the headteacher, members of the school’s
leadership team, heads of faculty, heads of department, staff with whole-school
responsibilities, and members of support staff.

The registered inspector and a colleague inspector met with the governing body prior
to the inspection week and they reported the main findings to them following the
inspection.

Work across the curriculum, from representative students from each year group, was
examined. Students’ work was also scrutinised elsewhere and during lesson
observations.

Inspectors held formal discussions with groups of students selected from Y7 to Y13.
They also talked with many learners informally.

Prior to the inspection, the registered inspector met the staff.
Thirteen parents of pupils attended the pre-inspection meeting. One hundred and
seventy-four replies to the questionnaire were received and analysed. A few parents

also wrote to the registered inspector.

Comprehensive documentation, including the school's self evaluation report, was
scrutinised before, during and after the inspection period in school.
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Appendix 5

Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team

Team Member

Responsibilities

Mr Brian W Medhurst
Registered Inspector

Key Questions 1, 2, 5, 6

Dr Michael H L Snow
Lay Inspector

Contributions to Key Questions 1, 3, 4, 5

Mr Glyn Davies

Key Question 3; Contribution to Key Question 1;
Sixth form coordination; Business studies; BTEC Retail;
Science

Mrs Lynne Bithell

Contributions to Key Question 1, 2, 3; English

Mr Alan Edwards

Key Question 7; Contribution to Key Question 1,
Mathematics; Accounting

Mr Gwyn Griffiths

Key Question 4

Mrs Mary Crandon

Contributions to Key Questions 1, 3; Welsh

Dr Keith Davies

Science

Mr John Radford

Contribution to Key Question 3; Geography;
Travel and tourism

Mr David Jones

Science

Mr Keith Hopkins

Contribution to Key Question 1; Design and technology;
Information technology

Mrs Margaret Herbert

Contribution to Key Question 1; Vocational education
coordination; Home economics; Health and social care;
Child development; Hairdressing; Beauty therapy;
Sports therapy

Mrs Anne Newman

History; Law; Sociology; Psychology

Mr Martyn Williams

Modern foreign languages

Mr Eric Forster

Art

Mr Alan Wynne Jones

Music

Mr Gareth Jones

Physical education

Mrs Nerys Cossey

Religious education

Mrs Elizabeth Hinkley

Drama; Media studies

Mrs Maureen James

School’s nominee
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Contractor: Atlantes Educational Services
Technology House
Lissadel Street
Salford M6 6AP
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Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year

Appendix 2: Outcome of Estyn inspections 2007-2008;
a. Grades awarded to each provider inspected this year

Local authority maintained schools

Provider type

Blaenau Gwent

Provider

Nursery and primary

Bryngwyn Primary

Nursery and primary

Coed-y-Garn Primary School

Nursery and primary

Georgetown C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Roseheyworth Millennium School

Secondary

Brynmawr School

Secondary

Ebbw Vale Comprehensive School

Pupil Referral Unit

Proteus Project

Bridgend

Nursery and primary

Afon-Y-Felin Primary School

Nursery and primary

Blaengarw Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cefn Cribwr Primary School

Nursery and primary

Corneli Primary School

Nursery and primary

Coychurch (Llangrallo) Primary School

Nursery and primary

Croesty Primary School

Nursery and primary

Nantymoel Primary School

Nursery and primary

Sarn Nursery School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/bryngwyn_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Coed_y_Garn_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Georgetown_CP_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Roseheyworth_Millennium_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Brynmawr_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ebbw_vale_comprehensive_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/proteus_project_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Afon_Y_Felin_Primary_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/blaengarw_primary_school_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cefn_cribwr_primary_school_jan_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/corneli_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Coychurch_Llangrallo_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Croesty_Primary_School_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/nantymoel_primary_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sarn_nursery_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
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Provider type Provider KQ1 KQ2 KQ3 KQ4 KQ5 KQ6 KQ7
Nursery and primary * St Mary’s and St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School

Nursery and primary

Tremains Junior School

Nursery and primary

West Park Primary School

Special

Heronsbridge School

Caerphilly

Nursery and primary

Aberbargoed Primary School

Nursery and primary

Abertysswg Primary School

Nursery and primary

Bedwas Infant School

Nursery and primary

Cefn Fforest Primary School

Nursery and primary

Crumlin High Level Primary School

Nursery and primary

Markham Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pontllanfraith Primary School

Nursery and primary

Rhiw Sir Dafydd Primary

Nursery and primary

Rhydri Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Caerffili

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Ifor Bach

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Lawnt

Secondary

Risca Community Comprehensive School

Secondary

St Martin’s School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_marys_and_St_Patricks_catholic_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tremains_Junior_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/West_Park_Primary_School_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/heronsbridge_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Aberbargoed_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Abertysswg_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/bedwas_infant_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cefn_fforest_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crumlin_high_level_primary_july_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/markham_primary_School_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pontllanfraith_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rhiw_sir_dafydd_primary_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Rhydri_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_GG_Caerffili_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_ifor_bach_june_08.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_lawnt_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/risca_community_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_martin_comprehensive_school_april_2008.pdf



Provider type
Cardiff

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Nursery and primary

Allensbank Primary School

Nursery and primary

Coryton Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cwrt-Yr-Ala Junior School

Nursery and primary

Eglwys Wen Primary School

Nursery and primary

Gladstone Primary

Nursery and primary

Herbert Thompson Primary

Nursery and primary

Holy Family R.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llandaff City C.I.W. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llanishen Fach Primary School

Nursery and primary

Rumney Junior School

Nursery and primary

St Bernadette’s R.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

St David’s C.I.W. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Thornhill Primary School

Nursery and primary

Tremorfa Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Trowbridge Infant School

Nursery and primary

Willowbrook Primary School

Secondary St Teilo’s C.1.W. High School
Special Meadowbank Special School
Special The Court Special School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Allensbank_Primary_School_Jan_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/coryton_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cwrt_yr_ala_junior_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/eglwys_wen_primary_school_en_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Gladstone_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/herbert_thompson_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Holy_Family_RC_Primary_School.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandaff_City_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanishen_Fach_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rumney_junior_school_en_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Bernadettes_RC_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Davids_CIW_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Thornhill_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tremorfa_Nursery_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/trowbridge_infant_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Willowbrook_Primary_School.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Teilos_CIW_High_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Meadowbank_Special_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/the_court_special_school_may_2008.pdf



Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type

Carmarthenshire

Provider

Nursery and primary

Ammanford Infants School

Nursery and primary

Halfway C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Laugharne V.C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llandybie C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llanmiloe C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llannon Primary School

Nursery and primary

Model C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Mynyddygarreg Primary School

Nursery and primary

Nantgaredig Primary School

Nursery and primary

Old Road Primary School

Nursery and primary

Richmond Park Primary School

Nursery and primary

Tremoilet V.C.P.

Nursery and primary

Tumble Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymraeg Gwenllian

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Brynsaron

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Gorslas

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Rhys Prichard

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Castell

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Ddwylan
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ammanford_Infants_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Halfway_CP_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Laugharne_VCP_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandybie_CP_School_December_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanmiloe_cp_school_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Llannon_December_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/model_ciw_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_mynyddygarreg_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_nantgaredig_june_08.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Old_Road_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Richmond_Park_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tremoilet_VCP_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Tymbl_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gymraeg_gwenllian_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Brynsaron_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Gorslas_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Rhys_Pritchard_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_castell_june_08.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Ddwylan.pdf



Provider type

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Secondary Queen Elizabeth High School
Secondary Ysgol Gyfun Dyffryn Taf
Ceredigion

Nursery and primary

Capel Seion Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cilcennin C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ffynnonbedr Primary School

Nursery and primary

Mynach C.P. School

Nursery and primary

St Padarn’s R.C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Craig Yr Wylfa

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Beulah

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Dihewyd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Llangwyryfon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Llechryd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Liwyn-Yr-Eos

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Penlon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Castell Caerwedros

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Dderi

Secondary

Penglais Comprehensive School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/queen_elizabeth_high_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gyfun_Dyffryn_Taf_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/capel_seion_primary_school_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cilcennin_CP_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ffynnon_bedr_cp_School_mar_2008_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/mynach_cp_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_padarns_rcp_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_craig_yr_wylfa_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Beulah_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Dihewyd_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Llangwyryfon_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Llechryd_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Llwyn_Yr_Eos_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_penlon_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_caerwedros_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_dderi_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/penglais_comprehensive_school_en_feb_2008.pdf



Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type

Conwy

Provider

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Babanod Llanfairfechan

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Capel Garmon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Eglwysbach

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Glanwydden

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Maelgwn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Pant-Y-Rhedyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol T. Gwynn Jones

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Trefriw

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Y Foryd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Yr Wyddfid

Secondary

Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy

Secondary

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan

Denbighshire

Nursery and primary

Bodnant Infants School

Nursery and primary

Bodnant Junior School

Nursery and primary

Borthyn V.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Famau

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Caer Drewyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Cefn Meiriadog
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Babanod_Llanfairfechan_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_capel_garmon_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Eglwysbach_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_glanwydden_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Maelgwn_Dec_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_pant_y_rhedyn_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_t_gwynn_jones_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_trefriw_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_y_Foryd_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_yr_Wyddfid_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Dyffryn_Conwy_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Emrys_Ap_Iwan.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bodnant_Infants_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bodnant_Junior_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/borthyn_vc_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_famau_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Caer_Drewyn_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Cefn_Meiriadog_October_07.pdf



Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Ysgol Penmorfa

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Trefnant

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Castell

Flintshire

Nursery and primary

Brynford C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Custom House Lane Junior School

Nursery and primary

Nercwys Primary School

Nursery and primary

Rector Drew V.A. Junior School

Nursery and primary

Saltney Ferry C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Sandycroft C.P. School

Nursery and primary

St David’s R.C. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Carmel

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bryn Coch C.P.

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Derwenfa

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Glan Aber C.P.

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gronant

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Maes Edwin

Secondary

Castell Alun High School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_penmorfa_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Trefnant_December_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_castell_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Brynford_CP_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Custom_House_Lane_Junior_School_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/nercwys_primary_school_en_Feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Rector_Drew_V.A._School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/saltney_ferry_cp_school_march_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sandycroft_c_p_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_davids_rc_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_carmel_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Bryn_Coch_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_derwenfa_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_glan_aber_cp_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gronant_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Maes_Edwin_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Castell_Alun_High_School.pdf



Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type
Gwynedd

Provider

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Beuno Sant, Y Bala

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Brithdir

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Lleu

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bronyfoel

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Crud y Werin

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Dyffryn Dulas

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gwaun Gynfi

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Bryncrug

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Edern

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Talsarnau

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd y Ganllwyd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd y Groeslon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd y Parc

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Llanbedrog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Rhostryfan

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Tregarth

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Friog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Gorlan

Secondary

Ysgol Botwnnog
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_beuno_sant_y_bala_en_Mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Brithdir_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Bro_Lleu_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Bronyfoel_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_crud_y_werin_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Dyffryn_Dulas_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gwaun_Gynfi_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_bryncrug_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_edern_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_talsarnau_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Ganllwyd_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Groeslon_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Parc_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_llanbedrog_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_rhostryfan_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Tregarth_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Friog.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_gorlan_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Botwnnog_October_2007.pdf



Provider type

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Secondary Ysgol Y Berwyn
Secondary Ysgol Y Moelwyn
Special Ysgol Pendalar

Pupil Referral Unit

Canolfan Brynffynnon

Merthyr Tydfil

Nursery and primary

Abercanaid Community School

Nursery and primary

Gellifaelog Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pantysgallog Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s R.C. VA Primary School

Secondary

Afon Taf High School

Secondary

Bishop Hedley High School

Monmouthshire

Nursery and primary

Gilwern Junior and Infant School

Nursery and primary

Llandogo C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llanover Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s Junior School and Special Needs Unit

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s R.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Thornwell Primary School

Secondary

Caldicot Comprehensive School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Berwyn.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Moelwyn_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Pendalar_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Canolfan_Brynffynnon_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/abercanaid_community_school_august_08.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Gellifaelog_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pantysgallog_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Marys_RC_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Afon_Taf_High_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bishop_Hedley_High_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/gilwern_c_p_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandogo_CP_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanover_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_marys_junior_and_special_needs_unit.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Marys_RC_Primary_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Thornwell_Primary_School_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Caldicot_Comprehensive_School_Novemeber_2007.pdf



Provider type
Neath Port Talbot

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Nursery and primary

Abergwynfi Infant School

Nursery and primary

Bryn Primary School

Nursery and primary

Coedffranc Primary School

Nursery and primary

Croeserw Primary School

Nursery and primary

Crynallt Infant School

Nursery and primary

Duffryn Afan Primary School

Nursery and primary

Neath Abbey Infant School

Nursery and primary

Tonmawr Primary School

Nursery and primary

Y.G.G. Blaendulais

Nursery and primary

Ynysfach Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymraeg Pontardawe

Secondary

Dyffryn School

Pupil Referral Unit

Bryncoch Tuition Centre

Pupil Referral Unit

Ty Afan Primary Centre

Pupil Referral Unit

Ty Afan Secondary Centre

Newport

Nursery and primary

Brynglas Primary School

Nursery and primary

Eveswell Primary School

Nursery and primary

Glasllwch Community Primary School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/abergwynfi_infant_school_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bryn_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Coedffranc_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/croeserw_primary_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crynallt_infant_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/duffryn_afan_primary_school_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Neath_Abbey_Infants_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/tonmawr_primary_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/YGG_Blaendulais_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ynysfach_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Gymraeg_Pontardawe_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/dyffryn_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bryncoch_Tuition_Centre_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ty_afan_primary_centre_Mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ty_Afan_Secondary_Centre_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/brynglas_primary_july_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Eveswell_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/glasllwch_c_p_school_Mar_2008.pdf



Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

High Cross Primary School

Nursery and primary

Langstone Primary School

Nursery and primary

Malpas C.I.W. Junior School

Nursery and primary

Malpas Park Primary School

Nursery and primary

Milton Infants School

Nursery and primary

Rogerstone Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Julian’s Junior School

Secondary

Bettws High School

Secondary

Duffryn High School

Pembrokeshire

Nursery and primary

Hakin C.P. Infant and Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Holy Name V.R.C. School

Nursery and primary

Pennar Community School

Nursery and primary

Sageston Community Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Florence VC School

Nursery and primary

Tenby V.C. Infants School

Nursery and primary

The Meads C.P. Infant & Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Ingli

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Eglwyswrw

Secondary

Greenhill School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/High_Cross_Primary_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/langstone_primary_school_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/malpas_ciw_junior_school_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/malpas_park_primary_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Milton_Infants_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rogerstone_primary_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Julians_Junior_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bettws_High_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Duffryn_High_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Hakin_CP_Infant_and_Nursery_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/holy_name_vrc_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pennar_cp_junior_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sageston_c_p_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_florence_vc_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/tenby_infants_vc_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/the_meads_c_p_infant_and_nursery_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_ingli_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Eglwyswrw_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/the_greenhill_school_april_2008.pdf



Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type Provider KQ1 KQ2 KQ3 KQ4 KQ5 KQ6 KQ7

Powys

Nursery and primary

Berriew C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Bronllys C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Crickhowell C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ffynnon Gynydd Church in Wales Primary School

Nursery and primary

Forden C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Glasbury C.I.W.(A) School

Nursery and primary

Irfon Valley C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Knighton C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Llanbedr C.I.W. (Aided)

Nursery and primary

Llandrindod Wells C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Llanelwedd C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Llanidloes C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llansantffraid C.I.W.A.

Nursery and primary

Radnor Valley C.P.

Nursery and primary

Rhayader Church in Wales School

Nursery and primary

Trefnanney C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Cynlais C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymraeg Ynysgedwyn

Secondary

Caereinion High School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Berriew_CP_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bronllys_CP_School.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crickhowell_cp_school_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ffynnon_gynydd_church_in_wales_july_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Forden_CIW_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/glasbury_ciwa_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Irfon_Valley_CP_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/knighton_ciw_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanbedr_CIW_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandrindod_Wells_CIW_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanelwedd_CIW_School_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanidloes_CP_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llansantffraid_ciwa_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/radnor_valley_cp_school_july_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rhayader_ciw_School_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/trefnanney_cp_School_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_cynlais.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gymraeg_Ynysgedwyn_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Caereinion_High_School_October_2007.pdf



Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type

Provider

Secondary Gwernyfed High School
Secondary Ysgol Bro Ddyfi
Rhondda Cynon Taff

Nursery and primary

Abercynon Infants School

Nursery and primary

Aberllechau Primary School

Nursery and primary

Caradog Primary School

Nursery and primary

Carnetown Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cilfynydd Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cwmbach Infants School

Nursery and primary

Darren las Primary School

Nursery and primary

Glantaf Infant School

Nursery and primary

Llanharan Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llanilltud Faerdref Primary School

Nursery and primary

Liwydcoed Primary

Nursery and primary

Miskin Primary School

Nursery and primary

Penygawsi Primary School

Nursery and primary

Porth Junior Mixed School

Nursery and primary

Rhydyfelin Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Tonypandy Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ynyscynon Nursery School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Gwernyfed_High_School_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_ddyfi_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Abercynon_Infants_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/aberllechau_primary_school_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Caradog_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/carnetown_primary_school_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cilfynydd_primary_school_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cwmbach_Infants_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Darrenlas_Primary_School.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Glantaf_Infant_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanharan_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanilltud_faerdref_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llwydcoed_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Miskin_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/penygawsi_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/porth_junior_school_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Rhydyfelin_Nursery_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tonypandy_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ynyscynon_nursery_school.pdf



Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Ysgol G.G. Bronllwyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Heol-y-Celyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol yr Eos

Secondary

Hawthorn High School

Secondary

Ysgol Gyfun Cymer Rhondda

Pupil Referral Unit

Tai Educational Centre

Pupil Referral Unit

Ty Gwyn Education Centres

Swansea

Nursery and primary

Cadle Primary School

Nursery and primary

Christchurch (C.1.W.) VA Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cwmbwrla Primary School

Nursery and primary

Gwyrosydd Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llangyfelach Primary School

Nursery and primary

Mayals Primary School

Nursery and primary

Newton Primary School

Nursery and primary

Parkland Primary School

Nursery and primary

Penclawdd Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pentrepoeth Junior School

Nursery and primary

Pontlliw Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Joseph’s Cathedral Junior School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gg_bronllwyn_en_march_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/heol_y_celyn_primary_school_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_yr_Eos_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/hawthorn_high_School_en_Feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_gyfun_cymer_rhondda_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tai_Educational_Centre.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ty_Gwyn_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cadle_primary_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Christchurch_CIW_Voluntary_Aided_Primary.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cwmbwrla_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/gwyrosydd_primary_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llangyfelach_Primary_School_March_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/mayals_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/newton_primary_school_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Parkland_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/penclawdd_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Pentrepoeth_Junior_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pontlliw_primary_school_en.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Josephs_Cathedral_Junior_School_November_2007.pdf



Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School

Nursery and primary

Talycopa Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ynystawe Primary School

Secondary Birchgrove Comprehensive School
Secondary Penyrheol Comprehensive School
Special Penybryn Senior Special School
Torfaen

Nursery and primary

Brookfield Primary School

Nursery and primary

Croesyceiliog North Road Infant School

Nursery and primary

George Street Primary School

Nursery and primary

Griffithstown Primary

Nursery and primary

Llanyrafon Primary School

Nursery and primary

New Inn Primary School

Nursery and primary

Our Lady of the Angels RC VA School

Nursery and primary

St David’s Junior and Infant School

Nursery and primary

Victoria Primary School

Nursery and primary

Woodlands Community Primary School

Secondary

Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw

Special

Crownbridge Special Day School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Josephs_Catholic_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Talycopa_Primary_School.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ynystawe_primary_school_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Birchgrove_Comprehensive_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Penyrheol_Comprehensive_School.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Penybryn_Senior_Special_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Brookfield_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Croesyceiliog_North_Rd_Infants_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/George_Street_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/griffithstown_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanyrafon_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/new_inn_primary_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/our_lady_of_the_angels_rc_va_primary_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_davids_rc_jnr_and_inf_cwmbran_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/victoria_primary_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Woodlands_Community_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gyfun_gwynllyw_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crownbridge_special_day_school_mar_2008.pdf



Provider type

Vale of Glamorgan

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Nursery and primary

Barry Island Primary

Nursery and primary

Bute Cottage Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Eagleswell Primary

Nursery and primary

Holton Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llancarfan C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llanfair County Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pendoylan C.I.W. VA Primary

Nursery and primary

St Helen’s R.C. Infant and Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Sully Primary School

Nursery and primary

Wick Marcross C.I.W. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Sant Curig

Secondary

Cowbridge Comprehensive School

Wrexham

Nursery and primary

Acton Park Infants School

Nursery and primary

Acton Park Junior School

Nursery and primary

Bwlchgwyn C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Chirk Infants School

Nursery and primary

Froncysyllte C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Holt Community Primary School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/barry_island_primary_school_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bute_Cottage_Nursery_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/eagleswell_primary_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Holton_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llancarfan_cp_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/lllanfair_cp_july_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pendoylan_ciw_primary_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ST_HELENS.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sully_primary_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/wick_marcross_ciw_primary_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Sant_Curig_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cowbridge_Comprehensive_School_November_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/acton_Park_Infants_School_en_Mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Acton_Park_Junior_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bwlchgwyn_CP_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Chirk_Infants_School_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/froncysyllte_cp_school_apr_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/holts_community_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf



Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type Provider KQ1 KQ2 KQ3 KQ4 KQ5 KQ6 KQ7

Nursery and primary

Johnstown Infants School

Nursery and primary

Johnstown Junior School

Nursery and primary

Minera Aided Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Chad’s Church in Wales Aided Primary School, Hanmer

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s C.I.W. Aided School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Sant Dunawd

Secondary Darland High School

Secondary St Joseph’s Catholic and Anglican Secondary School
Secondary The Maelor School

Secondary Ysgol Morgan Llwyd

Special St Christopher’s School

Ynys Mén

Nursery and primary

Beaumaris Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Ffrwd Win

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Goronwy Owen

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymuned Llanfechell

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Caergeiliog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Esceifiog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Llangaffo

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Santes Fair, St Mary’s R.C. Primary School

Secondary

Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Johnstown_Infants_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/johnstown_junior_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/minera_aide_primary_school_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/saint_chads_church_in_wales_aided_primary_june_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_marys_ciw_aided_july_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Sant_Dunawd_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Darland_High_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_josephs_catholic_and_anglican_secondary_school_april_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/The_Maelor_School_February_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Morgan_Llwyd_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_christophers_school_mar_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Beaumaris_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Ffrwd_Win_September_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Goronwy_Owen_January_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gymuned_llanfechell_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Caergeiliog_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/en_ysgol_gynradd_esceifiog.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_llangaffo_may_2008.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Santes_Fair_St_Marys_RC_School_October_2007.pdf

http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gyfun_llangefni_jun_2008.pdf
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Telephone: 0303 123 1113

Email: enquiries@ico.gsi.gov.uk

Yours sincerely

Robert

Robert Gairey

Swyddog Arweiniol Cyhoeddiadau / Lead Officer: Publications

Estyn
Arolygiaeth Ei Mawrhydi Dros Addysg A Hyfforddiant yng Nghymru
Her Majesty's Inspectorate For Education and Training in Wales
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To whom it may concern,

| would like to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
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Could you please confirm that you hold the below information and provide copies of any
relevant documents:

a) Any Estyn inspection reports for Ysgol Emrys ap lwan (Abergele) between the years of 1999
and 2009.

b) Details of the exam performance for Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan (Abergele) between the years of

2000 and 2005.

¢) Any information on benchmarking or the comparative performance of Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan
compared to:

i) Other schools within Conwy Council;

ii) Other schools within Wales; and/or

iii) Other schools in the United Kingdom.

If you do not hold the relevant information, | would be grateful if you could confirm the
organisation who might.

With thanks,

Click here to report this email as spam.
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LIST OF ACRONYMS IN COMMON USE

A Advanced

ACCAC Qualifications Curriculum and Assessment Auathority for Wales
ALIS Advanced Level Information Systems

AS Advanced Subsidiary

CoEA Certificate of Educational Achievement
EBP Education Business Partnership

GCE General Certificate of Education

GCSE General Certificate of Secondary Education
GNVQ General National Vocational Qualification
ICT Information and Communication Technology
IEPs Individual Educational Plans

KS Key Stage

MFL Moderm Fofeign Languages

MIDYIS  Middle Yoars Information Systems

NAIW National Assembly for Wales

NC National Curriculum

PRU Pupil Referral Unit

Ps (H}E Personal and social (health) education
RNIB Royal National Institute for the Blind

SDP School Development Plan

SENCO Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
SEN Special Educational Needs

Y1-Y13 Year | - Year 13

UA Unitary Authority

WIEC Welsh Joint Education Committee

YELLIS Year Eleven Information Systems
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Inspection of: Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan Date of Inspection: 2428 September 2001

The school and its priorities

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan is an 11-18 mixed comprehensive foundation school, situated in
Abergele, in the county of Conwy. There are 1666 pupils on roll, of whom 230 are in the
sixth form.

Pupils come from a large number of contributory primary schools situated in both urban and
surrounding rural areas, and most of them arrive by bus each day. About one per cent of
pupils speak Welsh as a first language or to an equivalent standard, with roughly equal
proportions in each vear group. Very few pupils come from minority ethnic heritages. Five
pupils receive support teaching in English as an additional language. The school describes its
catchment as predominantly economically disadvantaged. Twenty two per cent of the pupils
are registered as being entitled to free school meals; four per cent above the Unitary
Authority (UA) average {igure. :

The school’s intake represents a wide range of ability, with unequal groups of able and less
able pupils, the latter being greater in number than the former. There are 55 pupils with
statersents of special educational needs (SEN) (45 boys and 10 girls). There are an additional -
342 pupils on the school’s SEN register on Stages 1 to 4 of the SEN Code of Practice.

Welsh is taught and examined as a second language only. No subjects are taught through the
mediam of Welsh.

The school’s stated aim is “to develop students’ potential to the full so that they are equipped
to accept the chailenges of living in a changing society.” In the schooi’s development plan
(SDP) clear objectives are written to achieve this aim. The curriculum is very broad
embracing a large number of both academic and vocational subjects.

The main findings of the report

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan is a popular and caring school that values pupils’ personal and social
development highly. It offers a very wide range of courses, both academic and vocational, to
cater for the full ability range of its intake. It is very well led by the recently appointed
headtcacher who has commuaicated high expectations of future success to all concerned with
the school. He is well supported by all members of the leadership group, the teaching and
support staff, and the governing body. The school has the capacity and the will to achieve
even higher standards than those exhibited in its current accomplishments.

Educational standards gchieved by the pupils

Since the previous inspection there has been an improvement in national fest and external
examination results. The proportion of pupils achieving level 5 or better in the Key Stage
(KS) 3 tests has increased overall, and the percentage of pupils gaining at least five subjects
at grades A*-C in the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) rose from 32 per
cent (below the national average) in 1995 to 36 per cent {(still below the national average) in
2000. The corresponding figure for five subjects at grades A*-G increased most noticeably
from 63 per cent to 81 per cent (close to the national average). When the 2000 KS3 results
are compared with those achieved by schools with similar socio-economic backgrounds, they
match the average figure for such establishments.
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~In 2000 the average points score achieved by students in the General Certificate of Education

(GCE) Advanced (A) level examinations was equal to both the UA and national average
figure. Likewise the percentage of students who achieved two or more grades A-G was equal
to the UA and Wales figure. The percentage of pupils who achieved two or more A level
grades A-C, however, was below the averages for the UA and Wales.

STANDARDS IN SUBJECTS
Subject KS3 KS4 | Sixth Form
English Good Good - Good
Mathematics Satisfactory Satisfactory Good
Science Good Satisfactory Good

| Welsh (Second Language) Satisfactory Satisfactory Good j

| Design and Technology Satisfactory Satisfactory Satisfactory 'E
Information and Communication Good Good Good
Technology (ICT)
Business/ICT n/a Very good n/a
History Satisfactory Good Satisfactory
Geography Satisfactory Satisfactory Good
Modern Foreign Languages ' Satisfactory Satisfactory Good

| Art | Satisfactory Good Good
Music | Satisfactory Satisfactory Good

i Physical Education Satisfactory Good Good
Religious Education Satisfactory n/a n/a
Religious Studies n/a Insufficient n/a

evidence

Personal, Social and Health Education | Good Good Crood
Business Studies n/a Satisfactory Satisfactory
Child Development nfa Good n/a
Classical Studies n/a n/a Good

! Drama Good Good Good

| Electronics n/a Good . Good

| Psychology n/a n/a | Satisfactory
Seciology n/a Very good Very good
Leisure and Tourism n/a Good Good
Health and Social Care n/a Good Good
Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy n/a Satisfactory Very good
Accounting n/a n/a Very good
Media Studies n/a | Good Good
STANDARDS AT KEY SKILLS
Listening Good

| Speaking Satisfactory
Reading Good
Writing Satisfactory
Numeracy Satisfactory -
ICT Satisfactory
Working with others Good 1
Creative Satisfactory 3
Problem solving Satisfactory
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Positive features

@

Results at K83, GCSE and A level in 2000 represented a measurable improvement since
the previous inspection.

Standards were at least satisfactory in 95 per cent of classes observed and good or very
good in 50 per cent. No poor standards were reported.

Standards in sixth form classes in most subjects are good. No unsatisfactory standards
were reported, 65 per cent of classes observed were judged as achieving good standards,
with 10 per cent as very good. :

Standards obzerved in English, ICT, drama, leisure and tourism, health and social care,
media, and personal, social and health education (PSHE) were good in all key stages
where the subject is offered.

Standards observed in business and communication systems, accounting and sociology
were very good throughout.

Pupils with SEN make good progress and achieve well. The provision made for those for
whom the National Curriculum (NC) is either disapplied or modified is very good.

The most able pupils are suitably challenged in the majority of lessons in the core
subjects of English, mathematics and science, and generally gain good grades in
examinations.

Many pupils listen aftentively, read well, use ICT to good effect and work well with their
classmates.

Where good standards are achieved, the significant factors in promoting these standards
are the quality of teaching in the subjects, high expectations and the attitudes to learning
exhibited by the majority of those who attend school regularly.

Shortcomings

%

Standards were unsatisfactory in five per cent of classes observed.

Inconsistency in teachers’ expectations and low pupils’ self-esteem in a significant
minority of classes results in underachievement.

There are insufficient opportunities for extended writing in many subjects and this limits
the development of the full range of literacy skills.

Although pupils use ICT advantageously in many subjects, the remaining curriculum
areas make insufficient use of the technology available to them to raise standards.

Too many pupils across the ability range fail to fulfil their potential by absenting
themseives from school too often and/or for extended periods of time.

Quality of Education

Teachers have good knowledge and understanding of the subjects they teach. They care about
the welfare of their pupils and work hard as a team to achieve the school’s aims. Often they
provide extra help in their own time and provide a range of other experiences to extend and
broaden their pupils” education.

Positive features

&

Teaching was at least satisfactory in 96 per cent of classes observed, and good or very
good in 59 per cent. These figures compare favourably with the national expectations for
2002: 95 per cent and 50 per cent respectively.

3
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Teaching in the sixth form was good in 76 per cent of classes and very good in a further
10 per cent. There was no unsatisfactory teaching observed in the sixth form.

Teachers and support staff provide sensitive support to help pupils with SEN to achieve
well.

The K83 and the sixth form curricula offer a good, wide and appropriate range of subjects
and courses to allow pupils and students of all abilities to  have aceess to meaningful

- learning experiences.

Teaching is very good in sociology, hairdressing and beauty therapy in the sixth form,
and in business related ICT courses.

All observed teaching in English and drama was judged to be good or very good.

There is very good planning for and implementation of arrangements for key skills in the
sixth form.

The arrangements made for, and the quality of, PSHE, including careers education and
guidance, are very good throughout the school.

The modified curriculum for those pupils with SEN makes a very significant impact on
their progress and attainment. It caters very well for them.

There are good arrangements for assessing and recording pupils’ achievements and
progress in most subjects.

The school provides regular, informative reports to parents.

 Shortcomings

-]

- Teaching was unsatisfactory in four per cent of lessons and was observed in a minority of

subjects.

The planning for the development of key skills across the curriculum is insufficiently
consistent within faculties and departments to be fully effective across K83 and KS84.

Too many departments make insufficient use of analyses of assessment information to
monitor and evaluate the curriculum, teaching and Iearmng,, with a view to promoting

i higher standards.

In a substaniial minority of subjects, teachers’ expectations are nof adequately high and
insufficient attention is paid to matching tasks to pupils’ needs and abilities in mainstream
classes.

Instances of unsatisfactory homework and non-informative marking occur in a small, but
significant number of subjects.

The Spiriteal, Moral, Social and Cultuzral Déveiepmﬁm; of Pupils

Positive festures

®

Pupils’ spiritual development is satisfactory.

Pupils’ moral developroent is good. The school promotes clear values and instils positive
attitudes in the vast majority of its pupils. Most pupils have a clear understanding of right
from wrong, understand and abide by the school rules, and show respect for others.

Pupils’ social development is satisfactory. Relationships amongst the pupils themselves
and between teachers and pupils are predominantly good. :
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¢ Pupils’ cultural development is good.

e Most pupils feel secure, and confident that they can turn to their teachers with any
probiems.

¢ Many teachers promote the Welsh language and culture within the their subjects. All
pupils take a GCSE or Certificate of Educational Achievement (CoEA) course in Welsh.

e Charity work is a significant feature of the school’s activities.

¢ Religious education at KS3 makes a strong contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral and
cultural development. Other subjects, in particular, English, Welsh, geography and art
also support pupils” spiritual development.

e Music is particularly strong in enhancing pupils’ spiritual, social and cultural
development. C

¢ Regular assemblies provide good opportunities for acts of corporate worship and personal
reflection.

Shortcomings

¢ The school does not satisfy its statutory obligation for religious education at K84 and in
the sixth form.

¢ In a minority of cases, the use of group tutor time is ineffective and does not pxovxds for
an act of corporate worship at the start of the school day.

Leadership, Management and Efficiency

The newly appointed headteacher’s leadership is purposeful, and is already proving to be
very effective. There is a shared sense of purpose in the school and a strong corporate ethos.
The leadership group shares a common vision of higher standards, along with all staff in the
school, and amongst its members there is sufficient expertise, experience and knowledge of
the school to enable an efficient management system to operate.

Positive features

» Heads of year and tutors contribute positively to pupils’ pastoral and academic
development. This is a strong feature of the school.

¢ The quality of departmental leadership is predominantly good. It is very good in English.

& The day-to-day administration of the school is efficient and effective. Support staff in all
areas make valuable contributions to the smooth operation of the school.

# The school manages its budget well. It takes appropriate steps to ensure value for money
and financial decisions are taken in accordance with the school’s planned educational
priorities and objectives. -

o Staffing is sufficient to meet the school’s needs and is of good quality.

e The governors play an active and supportive role in the school. They are kept informed
about the school’s work and have a good awareness of the school’s strengths and
shortcomings.

¢ The improvements in the accommodation since the previous inspection have helped
provide pupils with good learning environments, and it meets the school’s curricular
needs. Accommodation for physical education is exceptionally good.
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writing, responding well to literature, using quotations where appropriate, even at KS3,
whilst less able pupils communicate meaning well in shorter pieces of writing. In science too,
pupils often write good accounts of their investigations, the quality and quantity of detail
varying according to ability, but often too much time is spent just copying material. In other
subjects, such as history, writing frames help pupils present their work in meaningful
contexts and for a variety of audiences. In geography, though, writing lacks depth. Too many
pupils provide written answers that either lack structure or are very brief. Overall, too few
opportunities are provided for extended pieces of writing across the curriculum.

Numeracy

Pupils develop good skills of numeracy in their mathematics lessons. They benefit from the
time devoted to teaching numeracy and from regular practice of mental mathematical skills.

Standards in numeracy across the curriculum are satisfactory overall. Many subjects use
mathematics within their programmes of study, for example when using formulae in
spreadsheets in ICT, presenting statistical data in geography, handling fractions in foreign
languages, dimensions and calculations in design and technology, interpreting numerical data
in business and psychology, and using a wide range of mathematical applications in science.

- At present, however, the range of pupils’ mathematical experiences throughout the school is
not fully recorded, nor is there any consistency of terminology or practice across the
curriculum. The school has, however, addressed these issues and pupils’ use of mathematics
throughout the K83 curriculum is being recorded, with a view to ensuring consistency in all
lessons.

Information and communication technology

Although pupils receive regular lessons in ICT throughout KS3, and the majority of them
pursue an ICT related course at KS4, there are missed opportunities in many subjects for
using ICT to the full, and hence standards are satisfactory overall. Many departments make
appropriate use of the ICT facilities available to them to enhance the teaching of their own
subjects, o raise standards therein and incidentally to give pupils the opportunity of applying
their skills in a wider context. Examples of such practice include: geography where pupils
retrieve information from the Internet or use wordprocessing to present their written work;
MFL where pupils use various packages to present their work in posters and similar displays;
design and technology where a variety of software is used, both generic and subject specific.
English make particularly good use of ICT for research, wordprocessing and desktop
publishing, and pupils themselves commented upon the value of this. Nevertheless, the wider
use of subject specific software across the curriculum is limited and, for mstance,
“opportunities for pupils using wordprocessing to redraft their writing are too few,

Working with others

Pupils’ ability to work with others is generally good. In lessons where they are given
opportunities to work in small groups, for example, pupils cooperate well with each other,
listening to classmates’ comments and offering constructive criticism where appropriate,

Creative skills

Pupils’ creative skills are satisfactory. Best examples occur in English and drama, where
pupils respond imaginatively to writing tasks and role-play, in music where they compose
arrangements, and in physical education where pupils are very creative in gymnastic aspects
of the course. In design and technology pupils adapt recipes creatively and illusirate their
designs well, but in other areas, such as geography and MFL, too few opportunities are
provided for creative skills to be developed.

10
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Problem solving skills

Pupils’ problem solving skills are satisfactory overall. Good examples occur regularly in
mathematics ~ in using and applying mathematics and in GCSE coursework, in physical
education and in aspects of history when considering historical cause and effect. Standards
are good too in science in the sixth form and amongst more able KS4 pupils. Standards in
MFL are satisfactory — pupils are involved in competition work with ‘European Year of
Languages’ and they respond well to ‘guess who’ tasks at K54 German lessons. In other
subjects though, such as science, lack of regular practice for middle ability pupils in
particular, precludes these skills being developed fully. Also in design and technology
(resistant materials) at KS3 the more able pupxls in particular lack the opportunity to develop
creativity and problem solving skills.

Key Skills qualification in the sixth form

Through a very well planned programme, sixth form students are provided with opportunities
to acquire external validation for key skills. The school took part in a national pilot in 1999
and introduced key skills as compulsory for all Y12 students in 2000. Through well-designed
student and tutor guides and the sixth form induction programme all parties concerned are
made fully aware of routes through to accreditation and the school makes good provision for
subject specific lessons, and methods of recording achievement and progress through other
subjects.

During the vear 2000/2001 many students were successful in achieving some level of
accreditation. Fifteen students achieved success in three units and the national qualification;
seven of them achieved level 3 units in all three areas: application of number, communication
and information technology.

Following an evaluation of the full system as implemented, the school has expanded the
progranume to include the wider key skills of students improving their own learning and
performance.

Overall standards in the key skills in the sixth form are good.

4.1 Pupils’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

This school is a happy and caring community. Pupils’ spiritual development is satlsfactory,
their moral, social and cultural development good.

Pupils’ spiritual awareness is developed through worl{ in PSHE and religious education at
KS3. A number of NC subjects, such as English, music and geography also contribute to the
spmtual dimension. A corporatc act of worship is arranged for every year once a week. These
services are orderly occasions; pupils listen attentively and respond appropriately. Pupils
contribute to assemblies, for example, through readings, and music is well used to create a
reflective atmosphere at the beginning, The time is well used to reinforce school values and
to acknowledge publicly pupils’ achievement, for example in behaviour and attendance. On
the days when pupils do not attend year assemblies, it is planned to hold a service in every
class. Appropriate guidelines have been prepared. However, the delivery is variable. In the
best services teachers make a positive and meaningful input, but in other instances, the
presentation is mechanical and no time is given for pupils to reflect npon issues. Hence,
despite the progress made in this respect since the previous inspection, the school does not
fully satisfy statutory requirements for an act of corporate worship. '

11
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Pupils develop a clear sense of right and wrong. The vast majority show respect for each
other, for their teachers and other adults. There are opportunities to discuss moral issues in
PSHE, English and Welsh. Moral issues are raised regularly in year services and tutor
periods. Pupils of all abilities and backgrounds show great concern, and a sense of
responsibility for others through their support for a wide variety of charities, local, national
and world wide for example: Hope House, Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB),
World Vision and Freedom from Hunger. Within their year groups pupils raise significant
sums of money for these and other charities.

Pupils’ social awareness is fostered through a number of activities such as clubs and extra-
curricular activities, in addition to day-to-day opportunities within school. A strong sense of
community is established and pupils are proud of their school. Most pupils are confident and
cooperative and feel that they belong to a close-knit community. They mix well socially, and
collaborate in pairs and groups, naturally and happily. They take part in exira-curricular
activities in the field of games, music and drama and gain valuable residential experiences in
the Urdd Camp at Glan Llyn, which is attended by large numbers of pupiis. There are only
limited opportunities for pupils of all ages to take on and exercise responsibility. The
relationship between pupils and teachers is good. Racism and other forms of prejudice are
discussed and challenged both in PSHE and in other areas of the curriculum.

The development of pupils’ knowledge of the culture and heritage of Wales is good. There is
a successful school eisteddfod and the Welsh department organises Urdd activities and visits
to Glan Llyn. It is reflected well in the work of the Welsh, history and music departments.
There are many mufti-lingual signs around the building but the Welsh dimension is not a very
prominent feature in the life and ethos of the school. Multi-cultural education is reflected in
aspects of work in many subjects for example, PSHE, religious education, design and
technology and history. Visits to European countries enable pupils to gain an insight into
their heritage and customs. The school choir is a very good ambassador for the school in
Furope and America.

4.2 Behaviour and Attitedes

Standards of behaviour in lessons are generally good. In the public areas of the school,
standards are satisfactory. The school funciions well as an orderly and supportive
~ community. The majority of pupils have a clear understanding of what is expected of them
and are fully aware of the sanctions imposed for inappropriate behaviour. Most pupils are
polite, courteous and relate well to staff and visitors. The school has a comprehensive policy
and set of procedures to promote and reward good behaviour through its ‘Right Start’
programme. In the event of a serious situation, the school employs a ‘fast track” system that
draws on an immediate response from a senior mermber of staff. Pupils who do not conform
to the expected standard of behaviour in the classroom may be removed to the Quiet Room
with appropriate work. The Quiet Room is permanently staffed. The school’s leadership
group closely monitors use of this facility to eliminate inappropriate use. Parents are notified
of unacceptable behaviour. The school has good procedures via the pastoral support
programme for individual pupils at risk of exclusion. The special educational needs
coordinator (SENCO) coordinates this programme efficiently. The SENCO works closely
with the local Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) to successfully support a number of pupils within
the school. Overall, pupils have a satisfactory attitude towards learning. They generally settle
quickly to task, cooperate well with teachers and fellow pupils, and sustain concentration.

The school takes the issues of bullying, racism and sexism seriously and very good
procedures are in place to deal with any incidents brought to the attention of members of
staff. Pupils interviewed said that they felt secure in reporting such incidents to pastoral staff.
The exclusion of pupils, both on a temporary and permanent basis follows the National

12
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Assembly for Wales (NATW) guidelines. The headteacher, governing body and the leadership
group, consider exclusions. There have been 96 temporary exclusions for boys and 34 for
girls over the last twelve months. These are high figures. One boy was permanently excluded.

The positive behaviour and attitude of the majority of pupils contribute not only to the
efficient daily functioning of the school, but also to the standards pupils achieve, and to their
personal and social development. :

4.3 Attendance

Attendance is unsatisfactory. The overall attendance figure for the school year 2000/2001
was 87.4 per cent. Rates for the three terms during the year vary between 84.2 per cent and
91.2 per cent. These composite figures are below and sometimes well below both the UA and
Wales averages. Other than Year (Y) 7, no year group sustains rates over 90 per cent. The
lowest attendance rates are to be found in Y10 and Y11. Unauthorised absence is high, also
above the UA and Wales averages. Intermittent and long-term non-attendance adversely
affects pupils’ standards of achievement.

Since the time of the previous inspection the school has introduced many initiatives to try and
improve attendance rates, unfortunately these have had limited success. Absence is usually
consistently and rigorously followed up. Reports are produced twice a year and analysed to
identify patterns and reasons for pupils’ non-attendance. Recently, year assemblies have been
used to celebrate the success achieved by form groups with high attendance rates, and to
encourage others to improve their attendance records.

During the inspection some anomalies and shortcomings in the registration systems
employed were brought to the school’s attention. These have been adequately addressed to
improve the rigour of the systems.

A small number of pupils arrive late at school in the morning, often because of transport
problems. Not all lessons start on time because there are occasions when pupils arrive late,
mainly because of the large geographical spread of the site. There are however, occasions
when a few pupils are late arriving at lessons and no valid reason is provided.

5.1 Teaching

The predominantly good teaching observed is a strength of the school. It positively influences
pupils’ learning and is thus an important contributory factor to the good achievements of
many pupils who attend school regularly.

The quality of teaching was at least satisfactory in 96 per cent of classes observed, and good
or very good in 39 per cent. These figures compare favourably with the national targets for
2002 where 95 per cent and 50 per cent are expected respectively. The quality was highest
overall in the sixth form where it was good in 76 per cent of classes and very good in a
further 10 per cent. At K84, 51 per cent of the teaching was graded as good with 13 per cent
very good. At KS3 the corresponding figures were 40 per cent and three per cent. These
figures represent a considerable improvement since the previous inspection when teaching
was judged to be at least satisfactory in 80 per cent of classes and good or better in 50 per
cent.

Teachers have a good knowledge of pupils with SEN and they provide good teaching, care
* and support for these youngsters. They use individual educational plans (IEPs) effectively to
provide appropriately difficult work. Learning support staff also provide good care for pupﬂs
with statements of SEN, and others, and help them to achieve well.
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Personal, social and heaith education is taught very well throughout the school. The well-
organised programme makes an important and valuable contribution towards pupils’ personal
development. Pupils discuss and consider a wide range of moral, social and cultural issues,
including multi-cultural aspects and thus gain a good understanding of associated concerns,
including health related items. Careers education is very well taught.

Teaching is very good in sociology, hairdressing and beauty therapy in the sixth form, and in
the business related ICT courses. This high quality teaching is reflected in the motivation of
the pupils and the calibre of external examination results achieved. Within the business
related ICT courses, for example, teachers have analysed the course requirements very
carefully and have prepared very good materials that enable all pupils to make progress at
different rates — thus allowing them to realise their full potential. Teachers communicate their
high expectations to pupils, encouraging them to become independent in their research,
assessing their progress reguiarly and involving the pupils in the process so that they too are
responsibly critical of their own work. Thus very good standards are achieved at a fast rate.

In most other subjects generally good teaching predominates, although some variation
between key stages and within departments was evident during the inspection. Such teaching
is a major factor in enabling pupils to make progress. Unsatisfactory teaching was observed
in a very small number of lessons across the curriculum.

Most teachers have good knowledge and understanding of the subjects they teach, and often
their enthusiasm for the subject motivates and encourages pupils to enjoy their lessons. They
organise and manage their classes well and use a good range of teaching methods and
strategies that are successful in maintaining pupils’ interest in their work and in encouraging
them to make good progress. In many lessons teachers use well-planned questions to probe
pupils’ understanding and to encourage them to think about their answers before responding,
thus extending their understanding. They make effective use of the school’s arrangements for
the management of pupils’ behaviour, including the ‘quiet room’, so that there is a good
environment for learning in most classes.

Teachers make good use of some very good displays of pupﬂs work on the classroom walls
to motivate pupils to learn well.

Relationships between most teachers and pupils are good, allowing learning to occur in a
friendly but well-structured atmosphere. Expectations of good behaviour are made clear to
pupils and most respond well. A few pupils, mainly from middie ability sets, however,
exnibit challenging behaviour on occasions, and where teachers’ classroom management
skills are limited, learning is adversely affected for the whole group. In the sixth form,
students are regarded as young adults and treated accordingly. They appreciate this and
respond maturely, Many teachers give generously of their time outside of lessons to help
individual pupils and to offer extra-curricular activities.

In many subjects a proportion of the teaching, though satisfactory and containing several
- good features, has a few shortcomings. In science, for example, teachers’ expectations are not
high enough in middle band K84 classes, Likewise in geography and MFL a significant
minority of pupils are insufficiently challenged and thus make unsatisfactory progress. The
use of some non-specialist teaching in Welsh restricts the range of learning activities. In
several subjects, teachers do not make sufficient use of ICT to enhance pupils’ knowledge
and understanding of certain topics that are well suited to the application of pupils’ skills in
ICT. In music, there is a tendency for over direction of the pupils’ creative activities and
insufficient development of pupils’ skills in performance at KS3.

Teachers tfy to help pupils consolidate and extend their learning by setting homework of
appropriate challenge and interest. Pupils do not always cooperate fully. The homework,
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often and appropriately, includes work to develop pupils’ creative and investigative skills. In
many subjects, teachers help pupils to make progress thirough the use of constructive marking
that shows pupils how to improve. There are, however, instances of unsatisfactory homework
being set and non-informative marking occurring across a minority of subjects.

5.2 Assessment, Recording and Reporting |
The quality of assessment, recording and reporting of pupiis’ achievement is good.

Recently revised policies and codes of practice are clear and address the current national
initiatives to drive up standards. Key documents are policies on assessment, recording and
reporting, pupil performance, marking, reporting and rewarding achievement. All of these
reflect the school’s determination to improve standards by improving the quality of

assessment, recording and reporting practice. '

Pupils’ work is marked regularly in most departments. However, the standards of marking
vary from faculty to faculty and between teachers in the faculties. Most marking gives praise
for neatness and achievement. Best practice is observed when the teachers comment on
strengths and weaknesses and set a target to be achieved. This informs pupils of what they
know and can do and contributes to their self-evaluation programme.

Most faculties keep good records of pupils’ progress based upon. regular assessments.
Assessment is most often aligned to NC levels of achievement and to GCSE/General
National Vocational Qualification (GNVQ) level descriptors. All faculties carry out at least
one formal assessment each half term. Very good practice is to be found in the core subjects
where a pilot exercise is implementing the new policies. In these faculties the quality and
accuracy of assessment exercises is being examined. In all subjects assessment gxercises are
being standardised across all classes and teachers. The outcomes of the assessment are being
recorded on the school’s ceniral data bank and fed back to the faculties and to the form tutor.
In this way both teachers in the faculties and the form tutor monitor pupils’ progress and set
targets. Pupils in all years at K83 and K84 keep their own record of assessment scores and
keep their own record of achievement too. The tutor is key to the overall monitoring of
pupils’ progress. Tutors receive weekly data on attendance and on completion of homework.
They receive half-termly assessment data from the faculties based upon effort and attainment.
Underpinning all of this data are the baseline scores at the end of each key stage plus the
information, including predicted grades, that result from the school’s use of performance
testing: MIDYTS at KS3, YELLIS at K84 and ALIS in the sixth form. Each half term one
- PSHE lesson is given over to tutors to discuss the progress being made by their pupils and to
set targets. Parents are included in the mentoring process. Attainment and effort grades are
converted into a points score and these relate to rewards. The school funds the reward
initiative and there is some sponsorship. At KS4 there is one review day. Tutors are freed of
timetable duties to meet pupils and their parents/carers. This is an impressive exercise. It
involves a sharing of the performance data and & self-review exercise. The outcome is that
each pupil will have made a commitment to increasing their estimated grades and will have
accepted a mentoring programme. Pupils with SEN are included in this exercise and all
information about them; their progress and review details are included.

The quality of reporting to parents is good. There are two interim reports each year as well as
the written annual report. The interim report is well received by parents/carers. It supplies
attendance, punctuality and performance data. The annual report gives a written account of
strengths, weaknesses and sets targeis. It meets all statutory requirements. Again, there are
inconsistencies in the guality of writing between faculties and between teachers within the
faculties.
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Good practice is observed when heads of faculty and subject co-ordinators monitor the work
of pupils’ and teachers’ planners, and when faculty members meet formally to complete an
analysis of the performance of individual pupils and of groups of pupils as part of the faculty
self-review process. As part of this process a portfolio of pupils’ assessed work helps
teachers to be consistent in their assessmentis of the levels of achievement of pupils.

Since the last report the school has made good progress in assessment, recording and
reporting of pupils’ achievement. The school has recently appointed two additional
coordinators: one to oversee records of achievement and one to manage data analysis, to
improve consistency of practice throughout the school.

5.3 Curriculem

The curriculum is broad and balanced. It promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and
physical development of the pupils. In so doing, it prepares the pupils for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of adult life. Tt adequately reflects the overall aims of the
school and is socially inclusive, in that it provides for pupils’ needs, interests and abilities,
and there is equal access for all. Where necessary, extra support is afforded by the school to
ensure that this is the case. All of the statutory requirements of the NC are met apart from the
provision for religious education at K84 and in the sixth form. The recent change to a six
period day has increased curriculum opportunities for pupils and has allowed the school to
address issues raised in the last report.

The induction programme for pupils intending to come to the school involves two open days
each year and visits to primary schoels from subject teachers. This allows for teachers at KS3
to have curriculum information from K82, Key members of staff collect assessment data and
pastoral information held on pupils and the school’s SENCO makes sure that the transition
and induction of pupils with SEN are well informed.

At K83, there is adequate time allocated to most subjects. The school makes good provision
for teaching key skills by allocating one period each week, for supported self-study in Y7 and
for information skills in Y8 and Y9. A period of mathematics is also provided each week in
Y7, for numeracy skills development. Well-organised summer schools also provide extra
opportunities for pupils to improve their numeracy and literacy skills. There is appropriate
withdrawal and other in-class support to meet any special needs individual pupils may have
and sound judgements are applied whenever there is a change to this patiern.

Personal, social and health education is allocated one period each week. Form tutors teach it.
Units of study address all of the statutory requirements. In Y9 the careers programme ensures
that pupils are well informed, well supported and advised when making their option choices.
Time is set aside during PSHE for tutors to mentor their pupils and to set targets using
baseline and other assessment data.

At KS4, pupils study English, mathematics, science, Welsh, physical education and PSHE
{which includes aspects of religious education) as compulsory subjects, but there is no
separate provision for religious education. Subject option groups are arranged carefully so as
to offer pupils a variety of choices to suit their interests and to meet their needs, Generally,
the time allocated to each available subject is adequate for pupils to meet the demands of
their final examinations. The level of support given to pupils with special needs continues to
be good. The range of needs is quite extensive, yet all pupils access the full curriculum and
the full range of external examinations. They are fully integrated into other aspects of the life
of the school too. Personal, social and health education continues to be taught by tutors. Units
of study appropriately include citizenship, health and sex education, aspects of religious
education, and misuse of drugs. The units of study allocated to religious education do not
provide sufficient time to meet the statutory requirements of the subject. All pupils have the
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opportunity to benefit from a well-organised session of work experience towards the end of
Y10. Too many pupils are entered for CoEA Welsh, more should attempt the GCSE
examination. - ‘

The breadth of the sixth form curriculum offered by the school is good. It caters for a wide
range of interests and abilities, including resit K34 exarnination lessons. Courses on offer to
students include A level and Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level study in the subjects taken by
students at KS4, and others too, such as psychology and sociology. In addition, the
curriculum offers many vocational courses, some by way of a two-way arrangement with
[landrillo College. '

At both key stages and in the sixth form, with the exception of religious education, courses
meet the requirements of the NC. Most have well constructed programmes of study and in a
number of cases efforts have been made to plan for key skills teaching, the use of ICT, the
inclusion, where appropriate, of ¥ Cwricwlwm Cymreig and to identify the contribution made
by the subject to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. However, there is
inconsistency in practice across the faculties in including these curriculum compenents in
schemes of work. The importance of homework to raise pupils’ levels of achievement is
stressed in school policies. Again, a lack of consistency was observed between faculties and
between individual teachers in faculties too. A small number of pupils are disapplied from
NC MFL and Welsh. These pupils have very good provision made for them by the school’s
SENCO. There is 2 wide range of extra-curricular activities on offer to pupils across the
school. Papils value these and gain great benefit from them too.

5.4 Support, Guidance and Pupils’ Welfare

The quality of support and guidance offered to the pupils is very good. The school places
strong emphasis on the personal welfare and academic development of all pupils.
Relationships between pupils and teachers are good overall. Pupils feel secure and are
‘confident that they can turn to their teachers with any problems.

The school has a designated pastoral team with clearly defined responsibilities. A deputy
headteacher with pastoral responsibilities leads the team very well. The form tutor is
designated as the central figure in monitoring progress and setting targets for pupils. This is
an area for continued development. Pupils stay with the same form tutor from Y7 to Y11,
Consequently, tutors know their pupils well. The discipline structure provides clear guidance
for staff in the event of a disciplinary matter. Heads of year, the SENCO and senior pastoral
staff deal with more serious cases. Where outside agency involvement is considered
necessary, the SENCO coordinates the administrative procedures and makes referrals to UA
services. The assistant head and SENCO meet weekly to discuss referrals from staff. Where
attendance is the main issue, referral can be via pastoral staff and the educational support
worker. The school provides a self-help base, a facility that can be used to reintegrate pupils
following exclusion or those with attendance problems. The SENCO works closely with
heads of year to plan and monitor the reintegration of pupils. '

The school has adopted a very positive response to social inclusion, NAfW Circular 3/99,
Programmes of stady are arranged involving core studies, the tertiary college and work
placements. A social inclusion grant has been allocated to the school. This is being used to
target attendance, fixed term exclusion and alternative provision at KS4. The deputy
headteacher (pastoral) is the nominated member of staff for child protection. The
comprehensive procedures employed comply with NAIW requirements. The governing body
has approved a suitable range of policies that include: anti-bullying, health and safety and sex
education. Arrangements for dealing with statutory health needs are met by the school nurse
who is also a valued member of the school’s counselling team.
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The standard of the PSHE programme is very good. The programme has a dedicated 50-
minute period per week. The programme incorporates a very good careers programme. This
starts in Y8 and increases in depth in Y9. In Y9, pupils have an inferview with the Careers -
Adviser, employed by Careers Wales North West, to prepare for GCSE options. Year 10
pupils use the KUDOS programme that provides access to careers guidance and a follow up
plan. In Y11, all pupils receive a careers interview. Parents may attend if they wish. This
facility is also avatlable in the sixth form with career plans for students. Work experience is
provided at the end of Y10. Carcers Wales North West conducts risk assessments. Pupils
have access to an extensive carcers library. In addition, the school also has access to the
Canllaw Online facilities.

The head of sixth form and form futors provide good student support. There is effective
monitoring of student achievement and follow up of individual action plans and records of
achievement. The senior deputy head is the designated person in charge of health and safety.
Procedures for ensuring the health and safety of pupils and staff are satisfactory. All teaching
areas of the school have qualified first-aiders who can respond as necessary. Regular risk
assessments are undertaken, as are fire drills. The school has identified and attempted to
address without success some issues of health and safety. The most serious of these relate to
pupils crossing the public road between sites and the lack of safety barriers between the
school playing fields and the slip road to the A55 expressway., '

The school has addressed the previous inspection key issue relating to improving the quality
of provision within the PSHE programme.

5.5 Provision for Pupils with SEN

The school’s provision to support pupils with SEN in their progress and achievement is good.
Professional and material resources are deployed effectively to ensure that all pupils are well
integrated into the life and work of the school and have access to a broad and balanced
curriculum. The school’s response to the Code of Practice is very good.

There are 55 pupils with statements of SEN and 25 per cent of pupils are on Stages 2, 3 and 4
of the Code of Practice. Fourteen pupils have been correctly disapplied from Welsh and MFL
in order to receive extra help with their literacy skills. One statement includes modifications
to the NC in order to meet the needs of the pupil.

The SEN Code of Practice is well implemented; statements are reviewed annually when
parents and, where relevant, external agencies are properly consulted. The SEN register is
reviewed effectively and the school has clear procedures for the identification and monitoring
of all pupils on the register. All pupils on Stage 2 and above have relevant IEPs prepared by
the special needs teachers. They include useful information, a good range of activities and
relevant targets. They are distributed to all departments and they have started to influence the
planning in most of them.

The Self Help Centre is very well organised and provides a very good teaching, support and
resources base for a very wide range of pupils with SEN. Modifications to fopics in subjects,
together with differentiation of activities are routinely made to promote challenge through the
provision of appropriate individual learning activities. Pupils” work is well matched to their
educational ability levels. Good individual programmes are devised by the specialist teachers
and supported by relevant commercial schemes. Pupils with a wide range of SEN are making
very good progress in their reading and speliing skills. Visiting UA teachers for hearing
impaired and visually impaired pupils work closely with the department fo ensure maximum
support and guidance.

The three specialist SEN teachers provide effective links with their relevant subjects for
supporting pupils across the curriculum. They offer very good support to subject teachers in
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developing their SEN expertise and for identifying pupils’ needs. The in-class companion
support provided in some mainstream lessons for pupils with SEN is effective, and allows
pupils to be fully involved in the lessons, but it is insufficient to meet pupils’ needs across the
curriculum. Good practice occurs when teacher assistants record the activities and the
progress of pupils with SEN when supporting. The pupils who have specific learning
difficulties make good progress in literacy and in the way that they organise their work. They
follow relevant individual language skills programmes, and they are gaining in self-
confidence and developing useful strategies to improve their work. The visiting UA teacher
and the school’s special needs teachers offer good support.

In Y10 and Y11, a small group of pupils are withdrawn from one option to follow a core
skills programme. The programme has been prepared to suit the pupils’ needs, and the work
is well planned with relevant and interesting units of work. Pupils are given very good
opportunities to learn and practise life skills, such as the theory of safe driving and
knowledge of driving skills. Most pupils enjoy the course and are achieving well. However,
regular absences of a minority of pupils militate against both progress and standards for those
pupils.

The SENCO provides very good leadership and is well supported by the two specialist SEN
teachers and the teaching assistants. The ‘Summer School’, the Harry Potter Reading Club
and the Self Help Room, that opens from 8.15 am to 4.30 pm, are all valuable resources to
support pupils with SEN. The leadership group and the governors support the work and
ensure suitable opportunities for pupils with SEN. Since the last inspection more strategies
have been developed to ensure the success of the school’s inclusion policy.

5.6 Partnership with Parents and Community, Schools and Other
Institutions

Links with parents, the community, schools and other institutions are satisfactory. Overall,
they make a positive contribution to pupils’ standards of achievement and personal
development. The results of the guestionnaires to parents and comments from the meeting
with parents indicate generally positive support for the school’s work.

The information provided for parents is satisfactory. High quality information booklets are
provided for parents of pupils about to enter the school, make option choices or move to sixth
form education. The school prospectus is of a similar high standard. The school holds regular
information evenings, for example for parents of pupils about to join the school in Y7 or
giving advice how they might support their children studying for GCSEs and for those pupils
with SEN. Day-to-day information, however, such as newsletters, is not produced regularly.
Homework diaries are not consistently used as a means of communication between home and
school. The governors’ annual report to parents has a number of omissions and does not meet
the recommendation of the NAfW.

Many parents support school productions and musical concerts where their children are
involved. The self-help information evening for parents of pupils with SEN was well
attended during the inspection week. The school reports, however, a disappointing support
from parents at evenings to discuss the progress their children are making. There is a small
parents and teacher association that organises social and fund-raising events for the benefit of
the school; money raised has been used to purchase percussion instruments for the music
department and resources for the SEN department. The school has produced a home/school
agreement and this is issued to parents of all pupils entering Y7.

Links with the community are satisfactory. The school operates its own on-sife printing
company that members of the public can use; similarly the health and beauty department is
run as a business and used by the community. Sixth form students organise a Christmas party
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each year for a nearby school whose pupils have learning difficulties. The school choir sings
at local senior citizens’ centres. In a limited number of subjects visits to the Jocal and wider
community are used well to support the curriculum. Pupils” work, however, is not regularly
celebrated within the community; for example, pupils’ artwork is not displayed in local
galleries. IR '

The good liaison and transition programme with the partner primary schools ensures the
smooth transition of pupils to the next stage of education. Curriculum links exist between 12
subject areas in the school and partoer primary schools, and the school is seeking to improve
these arrangements. Adult education classes are based on the school site through a strong
partnership with Llandrillo College. The school has links with initial teacher training
institutions and trainee teachers regularly undertake their teaching practice at the school.

5.7 Partnership with Industry

Although there is some good practice, the school lacks an overall policy or management
strategy to ensure that the advantages of the work-related curriculum and industrial
partnership permeate the whole curricutum and benefit ail pupils. In a restricted number of
subjects, where links with industry or business are well established, they make a valuable
contribution to pupils’ knowledge, undorstanding and awareness of the world of work.
However, only a very limited number of elements of the work-related education programme
are in place. Overall, the school’s partnership with local business and industry is satisfactory.

The recently modified work experience programme is good. All pupils in Y10 have the
opportunity to undertake a work placement; this is a change to the school’'s previous
arrangements. The programme is well planned and well organised, but heavily reliant on the
monitoring and support of all individuals by one teacher. Pupils and employers undertake an
evaluation, and this feeds into pupils’ cecord of achievement. The work experience
opportunity is a valuable exercise and makes an effective contribution t0 pupils’ personal
development. However, with the exception of business subjects, there is limited follow up
work undertaken in other areas of the curriculum, Students in Y12 and Y13 have no
opportunity for work placements unless these are directly linked to their course programme.

The school has benefited greatly over recent years from sponsorship received from both local
and national organisations; as a result the learning environment has been improved. However,
there is only limited direct input from business to raise awareness of the world of work.
Where good practice exists, such as in business related ICT, design and technology, Welsh
and some GNV( subjects, this has a positive effect on standards of achievement.

Cutriculum enrichment opportunities are limited. Members of Round Table provide
personnel who support mock interview days i Y11, and representatives from local business
support a study skills day for these pupils. The leadership in industry“day did not take place
last year. There is no Fnterprise activity, although the school has recently attended an
introduction day for this aspect and hopes to form a group from the current Y12 pupils.

The careers advisory service provides effective objective advice to preparé pupils for
employment, training, forther and higher education. There are no links with the Training and
Enterprise Council or Education Business Partnership (EBF) schemes.

A very small number of staff have benefited from indusirial placements, which took place in
their own time during school holidays. Experiences gained have had a limited impact, put
some have been used to develop contacts of benefit to the school. Regular placements,
however, do not form part of any professional development programme for staff.
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6.1  Quality of Self-Evaluation and Planning for Improvement

Until very recently the school had not fully embraced the accepted school improvement
agenda of recent years, with its emphasis on systems of accountability. This philosophy arose
from a belief in freedom and entrepreneurship rather than the perceived constraints of
performance management systems. Consequently, although the school has embarked upon a
good system of faculty and departmental reviews, using accumulated data in its evaluations,
it has, as yet, had limited influence on pupils’ standards of achievement or on teaching and
learning styles.

Nevertheless, the school has evaluated its progress in addressing the key issues highlighted in
the previous report well. In addition, it has identified 11 appropriate priorities for
improvement and these include the development of a self-evaluative culture in the school. All
are clearly acknowledged in the SDP, along with appropriate actions to be taken, expected
outcomes, personnel involved, timescales and cost implications. It is a good development
plan. The priorities identified within the SDP are appropriately reflected within individual
departmental development plans.

The governing body reviews progress in the school through examination of external
assessment results along with UA agreed targets and acknowledges that there is a measure of
monitoring of classroom practice, but it is not fully involved in consistent evaluative
procedures. :

Even though the school’s framework for self-evaluation is not yet fully implemented by all
facuities, there is good practice within various departments. In English, for example,
departmental meetings focus upon standards, teaching, analysis of resuits and teaching
methods. All members of staff participate in the debates and these meetings then have a
- direct impact upon choice of curriculum, schemes of work, and lead to better standards.
Aspects of good practice are alsc evident in mathematics, science, MFL, music and religious
education. Conversely there is a lack of effective procedures in history, art, geography and
Welsh. Too often data is collected, recorded and considered, but no action is taken to plan for
improvement. Many departmental development plans are designed to raise standards and the
priorities contained in them rightly coincide with those in the SDP. However, there is no
systematic, regular monitoring of teaching, learning and standards to inform development
planning. In too many departments evaluation is essentially informal or anecdotal and not
based upon an agreed set of criteria or clearly delineated practices.

The school collects and analyses a considerable amount of available information, such as that
provided by various external agencies and from standardised tests, as well as value added
data from the Welsh Joint Education Commitiee (WIEC), on results at GCSE and A level.
The extent to which departments use this data effectively to improve practice is variable. Not
all heads of department make sufficiently rigorous use of national comparative and other data
to inform their targets for future success. '

6.2 Leadership and Efficiency

Under the very good and enthusiastic leadership of the newly appointed headteacher, who
works closely and cooperatively with the rest of the school’s leadership group and with the
governing body, the school provides a good and supportive environment in which pupils have
every opportunity to learn well and to achieve high standards. There is a clear and purposeful
direction to the school’s work, with a shared commitment to succeed. The morale of the staff
and pupils is high.
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The governing body is an able and committed group, involved in planning and reviewing
aspects of the school’s performance. There is an appropriate structure of committees and
meetings of the full governing body by which to make decisions.

The school is working hard to achieve its main aims and to improve the quality of education
it provided for its pupils. It has set ambitious targets in its development plan, which
appropriately refers to, amongst other items, improving: the motivation, attendance and
behaviour of students; students’ key skills; home-school links; self-evaluation procedures. It
also addresses the issues of more effective monitoring of pupils, reduction of
underachievement and further development of the use of ICT across the school.

The quality of leadership and management of faculties and departments is satisfactory
overall. The quality and effectiveness of current practice is under review at the time of
writing this report. : ‘

In English, for example, the head of faculty is a very strong and effective leader who works
very well with all subject teachers, Such efficient and cooperative management has had a
major impact on the good. performance of the faculty. All staff are focused upon seeking
ways to raise standards, achievable but challenging targets are set to maintain progress,
resources are well used and well managed, and there is a strong emphasis upon staff
development so that pupils can receive the best teaching available to help them improve.

Many departments are well led. The science faculty, for instance, works effectively as a team,
with members of staff having delegated responsibilities to ensure smooth and efficient
operation on a day-to-day basis. In mathematics, well-prepared documentation provides a
good basis for making progress and raising standards, but there is some inconsistency in the
realisation of the faculty’s aims. In the business related ICT and vocational studies areas,
there is an obvious sense of purpose, good planning, target setting and monitoring. Priorities
are changed to meet emerging needs and routine administration is good. Within a significant
minority of subjects, however, unsatisfactory qualities are evident, such as in history where
inconsistency of practice is adversely affecting standards.

Financial planning and management are very good. The budget is set by appropriate
reference to the curriculum and the consequent staffing, accommodation and learning
resource requirements. Governors and senior staff work well together to achieve this. The
governing body also exercises careful oversight of the school’s finances, staffing provision
and appointments. Daily management of finances is very efficient. Spending decisions are
taken only after proper consideration of the school’s agreed priorities for development, and
then the personnel concerned take particular care to ensure that best value for money is
obtained. The latest auditors’ report received by the school contained a number of
recommendations. The school responded to these in an action plan and most of them have
been implemented. The school maintains a sensible surplus year on year as a contingency
fund for unexpected costs.

Staffing costs are equal to the national average, but the school’s pupil to teacher ratio and its
average class size are better than the national averages. Expenditure per pupil on books and
equipment is well above the national figure. Capitation is awarded to departments based upon
a pattern of funding used over a period of time along with an equitable bidding system, and in
most cases the allowances are adequate or better, enabling subjects to provide well for their
pupils.

Day-to-day organisation and administration are efficient and effective. Support staff in all
areas make a positive and valuable confribution to the smooth running of the school.

On the whole the school makes good use of its resources for learning, but in a minority of
subjects there is insufficient use of the available ICT facilities. The deployment of staff is
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appropriate. The accommodation is well used and in most areas has a positive influence on
pupils’ learning.

The school meets statutory requirements relating to pupils’ entitlement to subjects in the
curriculum, with the exception of religious education at KS4 and in the sixth form. It follows
the guidelines of the NAfW circulars and takes due note of advice received from ACCAC,

6.3 Staffing, Accommodation and Learning Resources
Staffing

The school is adequately staffed with 87 full-time and 17 part-time teachers, including the
headteacher, resulting in the full-time equivalent of 95.7 teachers. This allows the school to
benefit from a generous pupil to teacher ratio of 15.0 to 1, better than the national average.
Teacher qualifications and experience match the requirements of the national and wider
curricula. In most subjects, deployment of staff ensures that individual teachers’ knowledge
and skills are used effectively to the benefit of pupils and students and allows them to fulfil
their pastoral and managerial roles. Non-contact time is well distributed in line with teachers’
responsibilities. Many teachers give freely of their time and energies in out of lesson
activities to support and encourage pupils to make better progress and to develop their
personal and social skills.

The provision of support staff for pupils with SEN is adequate overall and they provide a
highly efficient service.

Non-teaching staff, including office and clerical staff, technicians, information centre
personnel, the nurse, caretaking and cleaning staff, and the restaurant personnel all provide
effective support across a wide range of duties. They make a valuable contribution to the life
of the school.

The programme of professional development for staff is generally well related to individual
and departmental needs, and to the requirements of the SDP. Records of staff development
are kept and teachers provided with opportunities to benefit from a good range of in-house
and externally provided programmes to extend their expertise. During the last year
development has appropriately focused upon curriculum changes, key skills and the
development of management skills. A noteworthy development is the introduction of
professional development portfolios for staff.

Newly qualified teachers and teachers new to the school are provided with a good planned
induction programme, and they are well supported within their faculties.

A few staffing problems exist in some curriculum areas. For example, there has been some
difficulty in recruiting qualified teachers of Welsh. This has resulted in half of all lessons in
the language being taught by non-specialists.

Accommodation

The school’s accommodation is, for the most part, in good condition and it caters well for
most of the curricular needs. The school roll, however, is well in excess of that for which the
school was intended and this results in overcrowding in some areas. Whilst the school does
all it can to avoid such occasions, they do occur since some rooms within the school
buildings are small. Such is the case in music where standards are, nevertheless, at least
satisfactory. Lack of space and large numbers of pupils, especially at KS4, limit the range of
activities that can be attempted and thus inhibit standards improving further. Many of the
technology and science areas are used so often, albeit to good effect, but there remains too
little time for preparation and repair work. '
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The accommodation for physical education is excellent and that for design and technology is
very good throughout.

Although many departments enjoy suites of rooms in close proximity, on a significant
number of occasions teachers have to travel some considerable distance across the school to
teach classes. This creates problems for availability of resources and for access to support
from colleagues.

The good quality decoration, the many carpeted areas, the good furniture, the well-used
information centre and the restaurant all create an overall pleasant workmg environment for
staff and pupils.

The quahty of displays of commercially produced materials and pupﬂs work throughout the
school in classrooms is generally good. They do much to enhance the learning environment
for pupils. In many corridors, however, there is a lack of such good stimulating material.

Resources for learning

Expenditure on learning resources is above the national average and this results in the quality
and quantity of resources being good overall with an appropriate range of books, equipment
and audio-visual apparatus being available to enhance teaching and learning. There is a lack,
however, of classroom instruments in music. This deficiency, added to the accommodation
problems experienced by the subject, exacerbates the situation. Many pupils do not have
access to textbooks for home use and in consequence of this the scope and range of
homework is often limited. Many departments, though, make up for this deficiency by
producing high quality worksheets and mformatzon sheets that help pupils consolidate their
learning and to make progress.:

The school enjovs a pupil to computer ratio of around 6 to 1, which is good, but many of the
computers are old and not compatible with much of the modern software available in the
commercial world today. Nevertheless, the equipment is well used in many areas; it helps
pupils improve their ICT skills and enhances learning in many subjects.

The information centre, a valuable and well-managed resource that contains many computers,
some with Internet access, also houses the school library. The number of books it contains,
however, particularly in the fiction section, is very low for the size of school. On the other
hand, the English department has a substantial fiction section of its own to ameliorate the
situation somewhat.

Standards achieved by pupils

English
Standards of achievement are good at K83, KS4 and in the sixth form.

At K83, standards in speaking and listening are good. Pupils listen actively and are eager to
read aloud. They mostly listen with courtesy and attention to their peers. They respond well
to a good variety of speaking opportunities, exchange ideas freely, and contribute with
enthusiasm to well-directed class discussion. Patient and sympathetic structuring of lessons
encourages pupils with SEN to contribute without inhibition. Good progress is made in
reading. Pupils explore a wide range of carefully selected texts, developing understanding
through stimulating writing and speaking activities. Wide reading, supported by class
libraries, is encouraged and well-monitored through the use of reading logs. Pupils develop
good writing skills and write in a wide range of forms for different purposes. A programme
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of thoroughly-assessed key tasks ensures that the requirements of the NC are met. Pupils of
higher ability plan and execule significantly extended pieces of writing. All pupils, but
particularly those of lower ability, are assisted by prompts and frameworks that help them
extend and organise their writing. Marking is very thorough and offers good support and
assistance to pupils in improving the guality of their writing. Good use is made of ICT to
enable pupils to explore presentation techniques, inform their work with research and
produce very professional pieces of work. The proportion of pupils achieving fevel 5 and
above in the national tests at the end of K83 is below the national proportion, but in line with
the proportion for similar schools. It has increased since the last inspection and in 2000 the
proportion of pupils achieving level 6 and above was in line with the national proportion. The
results in English by the end of KS3 are proadly in line with those in mathematics and
science.

At XS4, standards of speaking and listening are good. Pupils make good contributions o
whole-class and group discussion though are less enthusiastic in their responses than younger
pupils. They respond well to a stimulating range of formal and systematically assessed
opportunities to demonstrate their speaking skills. Standards of reading are good. Pupils meet
the demands of a good variety of texts and are able to extract information to support their
answers. Their understanding is developed well through good use of directed speaking and
writing activities, appropriate to their abilities. Pupils of higher ability make well-structured
and extended responses, supported in the case of literature answers with textual references.
Pupils of average and lower ability write clearly and relevantly with the help of prompts. The
quality of writing is significantly improved by good practice in drafting. Relative to their
abilities, pupils produce a significant body of written work, in which the quality of expression
is improved by careful marking. Generally pupils present their work carefully, though pupils
of lower ability sometimes have problems with spelling. Pupils utilise ICT capably to access
information and a significant number makes good use of JCT in the presentation of work.
GCSE results in English have improved steadily since the last inspection. Although they are a
little below the national average at grades A*-C, they are in line at grades A*-G. Almost all
pupils are entered for GCSE English except a very small number who cannot meet the
demands of the GCSE course, and gain appropriate accreditation through the CoEA. Girls do
better than boys, but only as they do nationally. In GCSE English literature the proportion of
pupils entered achieving grades A*-C is below the national average but has improved since
the last inspection and the proportion of pupils entered has increased to close to the national
proportion. Generally, pupils achieve better at GCSE in English than in the other core
subjects.

Standards of achievement in the sixth form are good. Students are comfortable in their
relationships with staff and share ideas maturely. They contribute perceptively in class
discussion, showing secure knowledge and understanding of texts and familiarity with the
language of textual crificism and linguistic analysis. Students are able to make their own
notes and their extensive and assiduous written work displays maturity and a considerable
capacity for wide ranging research and analysis. Thorough and helpful marking of their work,
and the provision by teachers of a significant body of support material, assist their progress.
Their understanding is enhanced by good use of audio-visual aids, enabling pupils to record
and analyse their own use of language and to study texts in performance, and by
opportunities to visit and experience live theatre performances. Courses are offered in both
literature and language to GCE, AS and A2 levels. Since the last inspection the resulis
achieved by students have remained consistently satisfactory in relation to national standards
and good relative to students’ abilities.

Progress since the last inspection is good. Standards of achievement have risen at both KS3
and K34. The proportion of pupils entered for GCSE has increased. Good attention has been
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paid to the development of the range of pupils’ reading through the provision of class
libraries and the use of reading logs to monitor pupils’ progress.

Mathematics
Standards are satisfactory at K83 and K84, and are good in the six 1 form.

The results of the end of KS3 tests in 2001 showed that the percentage of pupils that achieved
level 5 or better was lower than the national norm. The GCSE resu ts in 2001 showed that the
percentage of pupils achieving grades A*-C was also a little >elow the national norm,
although the school’s performance at this level has improved stadily over the past three
years. The A level results in 2001 were satisfactory.

At K83, pupils’ algebraic technigues are developing appropriately; they understand the use of
letters to represent an unknown, and they can solve a range of linear equations and also
simple simultaneous equations. Their knowledge of the properties ¢ { shapes is good, and they
can measure angles accurately. They can calculate the areas and pe imeters of simple shapes,
and can also measure correctly, and use the correct units in doing so. Pupils’ number work,
however, is marred by an inability to do mental calculations quickly and correctly. This is
particularly evident with many middie ability pupils, and does little to enhance their
mathematical confidence. This deficiency undoubtedly leads to soine underachievement in
both the middle and lower ability bands; it also leads to an over dependency on using a
calculator. Some use is made of information technology in the lessons, but this aspect is
underdeveloped at the moment.

At K84, pupils have a good understanding of the basic concepts of number, and can select the
appropriate mathematical operation when solving simple problems. The range of mental
calculation strategies used by the vast majority of pupils is limited, and consequently their
proficiency in numeracy is not sufficiently developed to assess the accuracy of answers. Most
pupils are able to deal correctly with negative numbers, although a significant proportion
expetience difficulties when substituting negative numbers in algebraic expressions. The
algebraic techniques of the most able pupils are well developed, and those of the middle
ability and lower ability pupils are developing satisfactorily. Pupils can make appropriate use
of Pythagoras’ Theorem, and trigonometric technigues are developing well for the abler
pupils. Pupils’ knowledge of the properties of shapes is good, and pupils of average ability
and above can solve problems involving angles, as well as measure angles correctly; they can
also calculate the area and perimeter of various shapes, including a triangle, a circle, and a
sector of a circle. Pupils’ ability to collect and represent data in various graphs is satisfactory;
their understanding of probability is also satisfactory. There is a limited use of ICT in the
lessons, but this needs 1o be developed forther in the future.

At both key stages, pupils with SEN make good progress, due to the good support given by
the department. :

Standards in the sixth formn are good. Students show a good understanding of the concepts
and principles involved in their courses, and apply their knowledge effectively when solving
problems, and express their answers clearly and logicaily. They are able to discuss their work
in a confident and mature manner, and produce work of a good, and sometimes very good
standard. The A level results in 2001 were satisfactory, but over the three-year period 1995-
2001 they have been good.

Since the last inspection in 1996 there has been a marked improvement in the standards of
teaching in the department. The teaching standards are now al least satisfactory across. the
age ranges, and are good in the majority of classes. Several new strategics have also been
introduced this year with the specific aim of continuing to raise the standards of achievement
of pupils across the ability range.
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Science
Standards of achievement are good at KS3 and in the sixth form, and are satisfactory at KS4

At KS3, pupils are developing a good knowledge and understanding of science, They are
developing their skills across the NC programmes of study relative to their individual levels
of ability. New and developing learning resources support good standards of achievement
and teaching. In many lessons, pupils work safely and confidently, observing and recording
data accurately. The quality of their writien work is also good. Pupils can explain current and
earlier investigations clearly and use scientific vocabulary well. They apply what they know
to new situations, solve problems and relate their knowledge to everyday life situations.
Pupils use homework diaries well, keep a personal record of achievements and discuss these
with their teachers. Pupils with SEN make good progress in their NC studies. Setting begins
in Y9 to extend and meet the needs of the most able pupils, and they respond accordingly. In
the 2001 NC tests the percentage of pupils achieving level 5 and above was just below the
national average. Nonetheless, results are better than those reported at the time of the
previous inspection. '

At K84 more able pupils make good progress. Most of them demonstrate a high level of
achievement and a high degree of skills appropriate to scientific investigation. Written work
is very good. In all lessons these able pupils respond to good quality teaching that challenges
them appropriately. They apply very good knowledge and understanding to solving problems
in new situations. Their level of scientific vocabulary used in both oral and written work is
appropriate to their levels of ability. Tasks are always completed and recorded accurately. All
homework exercises are completed. Fewer pupils in the middle band are secure in their
understanding of the concepts. Whilst many display a level of skills appropriate to the
scientific investigations undertaken, they do not retain knowledge and they are not
sufficiently challenged by current teaching strategies. Classwork and homework remain
incomplete. There are many passive listeners. The least able pupils make good progress and
demonstrate a sound practical understanding of the application of science to everyday life. In
the 2001 GCSE results, single and double science grades were below the national averages.
However, the grades for the separate sciences are good and arc well above the national
average.

In the sixth form students forther their knowledge and understanding well. They are able to
apply this to problem solving in their investigations and to make good progress during
practical work. They are able to answer questions at an appropriate level and to demonstrate a
mature use of scientific vocabulary during discussion work. The 2000 mean grade A level
‘'score was above the national figure for all three sciences. Results in chemistry were very
good. In the 2001 examinations, though, the three mean scores were below the national
averages. In the 2001 AS results, however, standards were good.

The faculty has made good progress since the last report. Management is a strength, as is the
structure that allows for good self-evaluation, development and suppoit for the science team.
The faculty handbook is effective in bringing about consistent practice and in raising
standards. Teaching and learning are well supported by two technicians, but more technical
support is required.

Welsh second langnage
Standards are satisfactory at KS3 and K84, and good in the sixth form.

Pupils’ listening skills are well developed and there is a positive response by pupils of all
abilities to interesting listening and viewing exercises provided by the teaching staff. Pupils
are able to capitalise on their listening skills to enhance their reading skills, for example,
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when undertaking a reading comprehension task based on the script of part of a television
prograymme whilst simultaneously listening to it.

The majority of pupils respond well to oral pair work both in the form of langnage practice
and communicative tasks. Pupils in high ability sets at KS3 and those following the full
GCSE course at K84 are confident when discussing a range of current issues from television
programmes to fox hunting and are able to express their opinions using 4 range of appropriate
language.

Reading aloud is well developed and pupils of all abilities are confident when participating in
paired and whole class reading tasks. Reading skills are further enhanced by the long
¢stablished independent reading scheme.

The written tasks undertaken by pupils effectively integrate with the set oral and reading
tasks at KS3 and KS4. However, scrutiny of pupils’ work revealed insufficient opportunities
for extended writing with the exception of pupils following the full GCSE course. Little
evidence was found of pupils undertaking a range of appropriately challenging extended
writing tasks as they progress through the key stages. There was no evidence of pupils
drafting and re-drafting work, which is a crucial element in raising standards of writing,

At K84 there is a disproportionate number of pupils following the CoEA course and a low
number following the full GCSE course; these factors represent underachievement. The 2001
GCSE results obtained by the 23 per cent of Y11 pupils who sat the examination were above
the national average for grades A*-C, being 68 per cent as compared with 63 per cent.

Standards in the sixth form are good; for example, students following the GNVQ pilot course

are able to discuss complex issues using a wide range of appropriate language patterns. Only
- two students aitempted the A level examination in 2001, but these achieved well, obtaining a
grade A, and a grade C.

Since the last inspection, reading standards have improved and there has been progress in
oracy, particularly at KS3. However, writing needs further attention. '

Design and technology

Standards of achievement are satisfactory throughout the school.

At KS3, pupils progress through well-structured projects that enable them to design and make
products using food, textiles and a range of resistant materials. With guidance, the majority
can analyse design briefs, produce specifications, develop designs and make artefacts
adopting a variety of appropriate processes. They acquire a sound basis of knowledge
regarding the properties of various materials; they use hand tools effectively and adopt safe
and hygienic working practices in the workshops and kitchens.

In both Food and Textiles pupils develop good research and investigational skills; they
appreciate the value of flow charts and of on-going evaluation, but final evaluations are
generally weaker. Practical cookery skills are well developed and the use of technical
vocabulary is good. Drawing and sketching skills are practised effectively in Textiles with
pupils able to use colours to enhance the presentation of their work.

In resistant materials, pupils achieve satisfactory standards overall. Nevertheless, the more
able pupils in particular lack the opportunity to develop creativity and problem solving skills.
Furthermore, due to the absence of appropriate equipment pupils are denied the opportunity
to become involved in computer-aided design. Presentation of design work is weak generally,
although it was evident that a few of the more able pupils can produce work of a good
standard. Practical worlk is of a satisfactory standard.
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At K84, pupils may opt for design and technology in Food, Resistant Materials or Graphics.
GCSE results are generally in line with the national average. Pupils who pursue Food
respond well to tasks set, they contribute readily to class discussions and convey a good
understanding of the functions of nutrients in the diet and of the principles underlying the
cooking of food. They adopt a critical approach towards traditional recipes and readily accept
the challenge related to adapting those recipes to meet the needs of specific groups of people.

The standards of those pursing both Resistant Materials and Graphics are satisfactory. The
more able pupils do not explore and investigate sufficiently sources of information which can
influence effectively their design thinking, neither do they pay due attention to quality of
finish. Overall standards in the practical skills are good, but the final quality of the product is
sometimes reduced because designing skills are not well developed. Written work and
drawings are neatly presented, but are in a form that lacks flair and imagination.

Most of the shortcomings outlined in the previous report have been addressed. Less able
pupils progress weil but the more able do not have sufficient opportunities for developing
individual, creative thinking within design development related activities.

Pupils generally do not make sufficiently good use of ICT within the design and technology
curriculum.

Information and communication technology
Standards are good at K83, KS4 and in the sixth form.

Throughout K83 in the weekly lessons, and over time, most pupils make good progress in
relation to their ability. This occurs because they are taught well and encouraged to become
independent learners. Most of them are confident when using ICT in a good range of
applications. They concentrate well, demonstrate willingness to participate actively in lessons
and seek help and advice when appropriate to do so. Pupils use self-assessment sheets well,
critically analysing their work, and this too aids progress, along with the informative marking
by teachers. High achievers are given every opportunity to extend their understanding and
skills, and the most able are producing work at around level 6 in Y8 — well above national
expectations. On occasions the least able pupils experience some difficulty when trying to
extract information from printed text, but help is always on hand to help them obtain the
required information.

Key Stage 4 GCSE lessons have a brisk pace and have an appropriate working balance
between instruction and hands-on application. There is good evidence of experimentation and
evaluation in pupils’ work with relevant problem solving successfully undertaken.
Coursework is well undertaken with strengths evident in wordprocessing and desktop
publishing, and pupils also complete a variety of challenging tasks in all aspects of ICT. Most
pupils are creative in their work; they ate able to explain their tasks and their development in
a4 structured and sensible way. Most pupils are reflective about their work and look to
improve it. Fach year pupils’ GCSE results compare favourably with results obtained in their
other subjects. In comparison with national figures, results were well above in 1939, but
below in 2000 and 2001.

In the sixth form, well-motivated, talented students show confidence and capability in their
work and demonstrate good standards of computer literacy. There is relevant project work
that illustrates a sound balance between theoretical knowledge and the application of
computing skills. Pupils are interested and motivated; there is active involvement in
developing individual responses to tasks in organising, analysing and presenting their
information in a variety of forms. They communicate ideas enthusiastically and generate a
range of valuable outcomes. Examination results al A level compare favourably with national
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averages. There is a well-organised provision for key skills development within sixth form
study.

Business-related ICT at KS4

Many pupils opt to study GCSE Information Studies (Y11) or Business and Communication
Systems (Y10} and, consequent o very good teaching, they achieve very good standards,
which are mirrored in the examination results that are often well above national averages.

Highly motivated pupils are set very challenging tasks, and are expected to make fast
progress during lessons and over time. This they do well, each individual working at a rate in
excess of normal expectations.

History
Standards of achievement at KS3 are satisfactory, and at KS4 they are good. In the sixth form
standards of achievement are satisfactory.

In Y7, pupils are developing a satisfactory knowledge of the concept of chronology. They
also have a satisfactory understanding of historical sources. Many can distinguish between
primary and secondary sources and some are developing skills of interpretation. Pupils in Y8
are developing an understanding of historical cause and consequence in relation to their study
of Henry VII. In Y9, many pupils can successfully interpret visual historical data to identify
the key changes brought about by the enclosures on farming. Standards achieved by pupils of
all abilities, in one class, were impeded by a lack of pace and low teacher expectations. In
one top set, pupils underachieved when work set did not match their abilities or extend them.
The application of ICT at KS3 is underdeveloped.

Grades gained by pupils at A*-C in the GCSE in 2001 were below the naticnal average.
There has, however, been a significant improvement in the results in 2001 over previous
years. Pupils have a good knowledge and understanding of previous and current work. In
Y10, pupils offer informed historical judgements in relation to the events leading up to the
First World War. They demonstrate good understanding of cause and effect. Papils in Y11
use historical sources and statistical data successfully to extend their understanding of their -
study of the Vietnam War. Relative to the wide range of ability, pupils are achieving good
standards in their coursework.

Grades gained by students in the A and AS level in 2001 were below the national average.
Grades gained by students were consistent with those gained by them in their other subjects.
In one Y12 class, standards achieved by students in their work on Nazi Germany are good.

~ Students have a secure grasp of the economic, social and pelitical issues relating to pre-
 World War II Germany. Many taik with confidence and accuracy about their work. Standards
achieved in Y13 are satisfactory. Individual research and note making are of a variable
standard. Analysis, synthesis and evaluation of interpretations of sources are underdeveloped.
Oral work is limited. Written comments by teachers on students’ work do not consistently -
promote improved achievement.

The key issue of improving standards at A level history, identified in the previous report, has
been partially met. The revised NC history orders have been implemented.

Geography
Standards of achievemsnt are satisfactory at K83 and K54; they are good in the sixth form.

In Y7, the majority of pupils are developing an understanding of physical and human
geography: they are acquiring skills and techniques and building a subject vocabulary, for
example, most pupils can explain latitude and longitude and can use them to locate countries
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on a globe or map. More able pupils understand that grid references are used for location on a
different scale and can provide and use six figure grid references for location. Pupils with
SEN are taught as a discrete group in Y7. Their learning experience is highly structured but
there are insufficient opportunities for them to practise and reinforce the skills they are
taught. These pupils have one lesson of geography per week whilst other pupils have two.
Pupils’ knowledge of place and location is not well developed in Y7 and opportunities for
extended writing are irregular; written tasks often lack depth and there is a great deal of
teacher led learning and copying of information.

Teaching arrangements lead to setting in Y8 and Y9 and in the upper sets higher ability
pupils achieve good standards. They show a good understanding of patterns and processes,
for example, pupils in Y8 understand that the world is not evenly populated and know the
factors that affect population density, but less able pupils are unable to apply these accurately
and draw relevant conclusions. Their thinking skills are not well developed. Similarly, more
able pupils in Y9 are able to understand the factors that affect the temperature of places and
can determine the causes of exiremes in temperature when given examples. Less able pupils
are unable to use elimination to come to an accurate conclusion. Pupils have an
underdeveloped understanding of political geography; they do not have a sound grasp of the
functions of the European Union for example.

At KS4, GCSE results for grades A*-C have shown an improvement from 1999 to 2000.
Results for 2001 shows further improvement, but published figures are below those for Wales
and UA averages. Pupils generally have a sound grasp of geographical principles and the
majority are confident in explaining concepts and ideas. Many able pupils use questioning to
improve their understanding and consolidate their learning. Most have a satisfactory
understanding of processes in physical and human geography, for example, able pupils in
Y10 understand and can explain the processes of weathering and glacial erosion and use a
variety of resources to gather information. The intermittent attendance of a significant
number of pupils and the unsatisfactory behaviour and attitude of a small group are having a
detrimental effect on standards. Missing work is not copied up and consequcntly the pupils
have gaps in their knowledge. _

In the sixth form there was no Y13 group in place at the time of the inspection; examination
of past work and the results of the A level group in 2001 indicate good standards. Pupils have
a thorough understanding of patterns and processes. They have acquired and use a wide range
of geographical terminology and can apply previously learned and newly learned skills and
techniques with increasing accuracy and precision. There is evidence of wide reading and
independent study.

At both KS3 and KS4, pupils are generally not developing their thinking skills and
independent learning techniques. A few able pupils are not sutficiently challenged.

At KS3 there are no opportunities for pupils to apply their skills and techniques through’
fieldwork. The use of ICT to enhance learning is underdeveloped. '

Since the last inspection standards have been maintained at KS3 and KS4, and have improved
in the sixth form.

Modern foreign languages
Standards in French and German are satisfactory at KS3 and K54, and good in the sixth form.

GCSE results in both languages are improving and pupils perform well compared with other
subjects in the school. However, the percentage of pupils achieving grades A*-C remains
below the national average.
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At KS3 most pupils are able to give short answers to questions in the target language, but
they show little initiative and find it difficult to adapt language for their own use. The
majority can understand listening and reading tasks taken from their new course book, their
listening skills being particularly well developed. Lower ability pupils complete suitably
differentiated tasks with pride but higher and middle ability pupils lack sufficiently
challenging open-ended tasks to complete. Pupils write well according to their ability, using
ICT on occasions, and contributing to The European Year of Languages competition
organised with Llandrillo College. They do not, however, redratt their work. Pupils are given
a month’s “taster sessions” in a second foreign language in Y9, but the take-up from this
system is minimal as pupils can only study one foreign language at K54.

At K84, in German lessons, pupils speak enthusiastically and competently, using a number of
skills in combination and practising confidently in pairs. Most absorb new structures and
vocabulary quickly and are able to adapt them easily in another context. In French they
respond in short sentences, understand the gist and detail of reading and listening passages,
but regularly use English to establish what they have understood. Pupils generally write
accurately in both languages, using different tenses and registers.

Standards in the sixth form are generally good. The number of pupils is increasing and there
are more boys than girls studying languages af this level. Pupils complete suitably
challenging tasks in Y12, interacting well with each other and the teacher using the target
language naturally, confidently and extensively, justifying their opinion and displaying their
cultural awareness and understanding of how language works. In Y13 the standard of some
individuals reading and listening skills is barely satisfactory. They have difficulty in
understanding more complex and difficult language and they communicate very hesitantly.
The others respond confidently with good pronunciation. The pupils’ written work in the
sixth form sometimes lacks variety with a number of grammatical exercises and few pieces of
extended writing. No redrafting takes place.

Satisfactory progress has been made since the previous inspection.

Art

Standards at K83 aré satisfactory, at KS4 they are good, and in the sixth form they continue
to be good. ' :

Standards at KS3 are satisfactory. Pupils use line and tone effectively in imaginative and
expressive drawings. Understanding of shape, form and texture is demonstrated in small-
scale ceramic work., Within the limited time available they make progress in acquiring sound
craft skills, particularly when teachers place sufficient emphasis on practical demonstration.
Pupils have a satisfactory understanding of how the study of different artists, such- as
- Cezanne, can help their own work. This can range from drawing Cubist portraits and painting
still life compositions. They use a suitable art vocabulary due {o the regular emphasis on key
words in all lessons. Much written work is derivative but strategies to promote individual
opinions and judgements are beginning to have an impact. Pupils in one group are able to
describe the architecture of Gaudi and say why they like his work, but confident speaking
about art is rare. Sketchbook work is of a satisfactory quality and quantity. Homework tasks
are regularly set and completed but the level they are set at does not always make sufficient
demands on the pupils.

Standards at K84 are good. GCSE examination results at grades A*-C in 1999 and 2000 were
better than the national average with girls out-performing boys at the higher grades. In 2001
results were below the national average. Building on their previous achievements pupils
make good progress in exploring and acquiring new skills such as mixed media print and
collage. Sketchbook work is bright and lively. Experimental colous exercises are used to
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good effect. Pupils demonstrate good drawing skills in well-observed pastel studies.
Knowledge of art of other cultures, such as Indian, is used to enrich their own imaginative
two and three-dimensional craftwork despite very cramped working conditions: which
restricts the scale of work. While much of the work is based on drawing and painting, often
extended with low-relief technigues, ceramic modelling of the human figure is done well. A
satisfactory understanding of the role of art in representing moral quandaries is developed
from the study of different pictorial representations of war.

Standards in the sixth form are good. In the most recent results both boys and girls achieved
good A-C grades. Their work is imaginative due to the high expectations of the teachers and
their encouragement given to students to interpret tasks in their own way. Drawing, painting
and design skills are well developed from detailed formal studies that they then develop
creatively. In one example, studies of tree roots were re-interpreted in subtle textile-based
sculptural forms. Sketchbook work continues to be good with sensitive responses to personal
themes. Knowledge of a range of artists or different art movements to the level expected is
restricted by a shortage of adequate books and ready access to the Internet. -

Papils with SEN receive effective classroom support, make good progress and achieve
satisfactory standards. At all stages, pupils’ do not have sufficient opportunities to reflect on
and discuss art, to visit art galleries or to work with practising artists. Pupils still do not have
experience of using computers to generate creative artwork.

This is a well-managed department that has made good progress since the previous
inspection. Schemes of work have been revised and NC attainment targets are now
adequately covered. Following the introduction of a broader range of activitics standards
have improved at K84 and in the sixth form where much work is now done with great flair.
The subject makes a satisfactory contribution to ¥ Cwricwlwm Cymreig in eisteddfod
competitions and in the use of Celtic art forms in practical work.

Music
Standards are satisfactory at K83 and KS4 and good in the sixth form.

Standards of singing at KS3 vary between classes and are satisfactory, overall. Pupils sing
with a pleasing tone though not always with sufficient attention to musical detail and
expression. In Y7 pupils gain good awareness of rhythm and pulse by using body percussion.
Pupils in Y8 and Y9 perform a varicty of pieces on keyboards and achieve satisfactory
standards, overall. Most pupils play individual melodic lines with a good degree of accuracy
though progress is sometimes slow and certain pupils are unable to play in time with others.
Pupils are less experienced in ensemble performance. Most of the large number of pupils at
K54, drawn from the full ability range, make good progress in vocal and instrumental
pexforming and achieve good standards. The 26 students in Y12 and the four students in Y13
are experienced performers and achieve high standards.

Standards of composing are satisfactory at KS3 and K84, and good in the sixth form. Across
KS3 pupils work in pairs or small groups to compose music in response to a variety of
stimuli. A few compositions show imagination but others are more limiled in musical
interest. The ability and experience of pupils to explore a range of sound sources and
combine them creatively is limited. At KS4 more able pupils make good progress with
composxtzons chspkaymg interesting treatment of motifs and instruments used. Certain pupzls,
despite receiving positive support, have yet to develop initial ideas adequately Students in
Y12 make sound progress. In Y13 completed compositions and work in progress show
initiative and a good understanding of the chosen medium. The use of ICT as an aid for
composing at KS3 is insufficient, Several KS4 pupils and students in the sixth form make
effective use of the limited ICT facilities available to enhance their work in composing.
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Standards of appraising music are satisfactory at KS3 and KS4 and good, overall in the sixth
form. Year 7 pupils make good progress. In Y8 and Y9 most pupils are able to identify
technical features in recorded extracts from music from different styles. Their ability to
critically evaluate the use of different elements of music in their own practical work is less
well developed. At KS4, pupils in Y11 are, to varying degrees, able to discern musical
features in music from different styles and periods. A few make perceptive comments, using
appropriate terminology, when appraising each other’s performances. Essays by Y13 students
are of good quality and reflect personal research and a good understanding of the topics
studied. Aural skills are uneven, and satisfactory overall.

Results in external examinations in recent years have, in general, been in line with the
national average. Limited but insufficient progress has been made since the previous
inspection. The recently revised scheme of work for KS3 provides a sound basis for
improvement to ensure all pupils develop their full potential.

Vocal and instrumental tuition provided for one in 14 of the pupils on roll and a number of
very high quality extra-curricular groups enrich the work of the department. These make a
substantial contribution to the life of the school and the community.

Physical education
Standards are satisfactory at KS3, and good at K84 and in the sixth form.

At KS3 pupils respond positively and enthusiastically to teachers’ instructions and are well
behaved. Well-paced and well-planned lessons coupled with effective teaching techniques
maintain pupil motivation. Pupils show a good understanding of major feam game principles
and health related issues. In rugby some pupils display good passing technique and are able
to maintain this standard in competitive situations. Control and passing skills in football are
also good in a number of pupiis. However, in both these major team games there are pupils
whose standards are unsatisfactory; especially in terms of tactical awareness, evasion and
tackling in rugby, and passing in football. In gymnastics pupils generally show good body
management skills and spatial awareness. They are able to set up apparatus in a safe and
effective manner and are given opportunities to plan their own sequences and develop
problem-solving skills. Whilst the abler pupils are able to interpret the requirements of the
task in an appropriate manner, others are unable to perform basic movements to a good
standard. :

At K84 core curriculum physical education time is inadequate with only cne 50-minute
period allocated per week. This has only been introduced as a regular feature in the current
academic year. It was not possible to observe this core curriculum physical education at KS4
during the inspection.

In GCSE standards of achievement are good. Pupils work enthusiastically and concentrate on
set tasks. They display a good level of knowledge of the theorstical topics. In gymnastics
pupils perform movements to a good standard whilst displaying creativity and problem
solving skills in sequence construction. A thorough understanding of team game principles is
evident in hockey and the pupils are able to maintain these good levels in competitive
situations. Major contributory factors to the good standards and results achieved at GCSE -
which were above the national average in 2001 — are the well-prepared schemes of work and
their effective delivery. The concurrent teaching of CoEA physical education is
commendable as it provides less able candidates with an opportunity to obtain appropriate
qualifications.

In the sixth form there is no provision for physical education in the core curriculum. Many
sixth form students are enthusiastic in extra-curricular activities and levels of interest in the
Sports Leadership Award are high.
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The standards of achievement at A level are good. Students display a good level of
knowledge and understanding and are focused on their work. They are able to complete set
tasks in a disciplined manner and contribute confidently to group discussions. In both years,
Y12 and Y13 students have a considerable amount of written work and theoretical notes in
their course files and the work is regularly assessed and monitored. Results at A level in 2001
were satisfactory with a 100 per cent pass rate, but at grades D and E. The number of pupils
opting to follow the AS course has increased dramatically this year.

The department offers a wide and extensive extra-curricular programme and its success is
due to the dedication of the staff. '

Since the previous inspection results at GCSE have improved considerably and assessment
strategies are much better. However, aspects of staff development, self evaluation and
monitoring, and standards across K83 are still areas for further consideration.

Religious education

Standards of achievement at K83 are satisfactory. No lessons at KS4 or in the sixth form
were available on the school timetable during the inspection week.

At K83 pupils have good factual knowledge of the units of work studied, which reflect the
requirements of the local agreed syllabus. Pupils have an understanding of religious texts and
traditions and are aware of the ways in which people’s way of life is affected by religious
beliefs. Knowledge of the diversity of religion in Britain and its mainly Christian traditions is
good. Pupils use technical terms well and are aware of the use of symbolism in religion.
However, skills in evaluation and reflection are not often called upon, which limits
achievement. There are some opportunities for pupils to seek information for themselves
although the use of ICT is limited with no facilities in the classroom. Standards of the more
able are satisfactory. Achievement is capped by some lack of challenge. Narrow tasks
requiring too little thought, limited time and the small size of the religious education rooms
contribute to this shortcoming. Relevant tasks ensure the full involvement of pupils with SEN
in the lessons and they are making good progress. In some lessons all pupils increase their
understanding through the use of audio-visual reference material and reference to previous
visits to places of worship and religious interest.

At K84, and in the sixth form, insufficient time is available for religious education within the.
school’s curriculum to allow statutory requirements to be met.

Religious studies

Three Y10 pupils follow the GCSE course after school on one night a week. The week of the
inspection was' the second week of the course. There is insufficient evidence to judge
standards of achievement. However in the lesson observed the pupils were enthusiastic and
made good contributions to the lesson showing good basic knowledge and understanding of
the diversity of religions. Pupils who have previously followed the course after school have
achieved results much higher than the national average. '

Personal, social and health education

Standards of achievement across KS3 and K84, and in the sixth form are good. The course,
which meets the ACCAC framework, successfully places a strong emphasis on developing
pupils’ attitudes and values and on raising personal and social skills. The course is very well
planned and has clear aims and objectives. Pupils have the opportunity to develop their
understanding of a wide range of issues through a good variety of learning styles.

A very good programme of careers education and guidance is central to the programme, and
pupils value this highly.
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In Y7, the course enables pupils to develop confidence and self-esteem in their new school.
They have the opportunity to discuss issues such as study skills, personal hygiene,
relationships, bullying and honesty. They also consider various items of current affairs as
they arise. Pupils readily become engaged in class and/or pair discussions, making
constructive comments that often indicate a depth of understanding of issues that belies their
young age. Progress in lessons is usuaily good.

In Y8 and Y9, pupils develop further their understanding of spiritual, moral and physical
aspects of the subject. These include sex and drugs education, and citizenship. They also
build upon their Records of Achievement. Pupils are able to reflect upon what they have
heard and seen, and they comment upon these items maturely and with due consideration.

In Y10 and Y11, units of study effectively prepare pupils for their development and
maturation towards adult life. Pupils consolidate previous learming when the programme
returns to key issues within the curriculum. The programme allows pupils to look in depth at
health, social, environmental and global issues. In most lessons pupils respond well to the
predominantly good teaching and they make considerable progress. Pupils’ comments about
international events show that they have learned well over the years — statements are well
considered and pertinent.

In the sixth form, the PSHE programme is extended through researching further and higher
education possibilities, and students become increasingly involved in activities involving
outside agencies and speakers, bringing them into closer contact with the world of higher
education, industry and commerce.

There has been very good progress in standards, teaching and learning since the previous
inspection.

Business studies
Standards at K84 and in the sixth form are satisfactory.

The vocational qualification results in 2000 at PFoundation and Intermediate level for
Business and Leisure and Tourism were good given the age and ability of the pupils. The
standards of achievement for the ONVQ (Business) are comparable to those attained in
similar schools in Wales. A majority of students gain a merit or distinction. Results over time
have improved. The standard of achievement in the AS/A level courses are good. Results
have varied from year to year. Girls at both GNVQ and AS/A level have out-performed boys
taking business. A few students achieved their best grades in the subject. Students are gaining
grades commensurate with their ability. Students' files contain accurate, clear definitions of
business terms often expressed in their own words. Oral responses in class show that they
understand economic concepts though only the higher achievers do so in depth. Good graphs
are produced to support business analysis exercises. However, attendance, particularly in
Y11, is below an acceptable level and hinders progress.

Students on both the GNVQ and AS/A level courses can use ICT to produce stylish work
comparable to commercial standards. Standards are, however, hampered by poor spelling.
Students have a very good factual knowledge and understanding of economic concepts. A
good Y13 class on types of contract was observed. Students fully understood the creation of
contracts. Progress is good and linked closely to expectations and demands of teachers. In
most classes lively discussion indicates both depth and breadth of knowledge that is reflected
in examination success. Students are able to give clear descriptions of what a business does to
make a profit. The higher achievers correctly identify most of the relevant points of economic
activity and can produce a numerically accurate case analysis of a firm's strategy to increase
production. Students are articulate when expressing views and make reasoned arguments in
groups and as a whole class. Qutside speakers are used to good effect to broaden students’
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perspectives. Students are aware of changes in the level of economic activity at the local
level.

Good progress has been made since the previous inspection.

Child development
Standards are good.

Child development is.a popular subject for pupils — mainly gi Is — in K34, and the majority
achieve good standards. They are well motivated and endea sur to achieve their potential.
During the course, they monitor the development of young chi dren and record their progress
using appropriate vocabulary; they discuss in a sensible man:1r the needs of those children
and how best to ensure that they are provided with a healthy er¢ ironment. Although results in
the GCSE home economics (child development) examination: * vere below national averages,
they represent at least satisfactory achievement. A minority of :upils, however, are somewhat
immature in their approach to the course. Additionally, their oral skills are insufficiently
developed; they are unable to express themselves fluently a1 to participate fully in class
discussions.

A good relationship exists between teachers and pupils. wilt pupils benefiting from the
experience of teachers who have worked within this employmert sector.

Classical studies

The classical studies course is an interesting option for sixt1 form students which offers
breadth in the curriculum at AS and A2 level. It is taught to ¢ small group of Y12 and Y13
students corbined. They show good interest in the course, alth ough they have no background
in classics. They have developed a good knowledge and unds standing of the “Aeneid” they
are now studying, and the Y13 students are able to inform their thoughtful responses with
their previous study of the “Odyssey”. Their knowledge :ind understanding of classical
civilisations is well developed by stimulating and scholarly t¢ aching. The standards achieved
are good, relative to students’ abilities. Since the last inspection, all candidates following the
course have achieved a grade in the examinations.

Drama
Standards of achievement are good at KS3, K84 and in the sixth form.

~ Pupils at KS3 work with interest and enthusiasm. Treir understanding is developed
systematically by following a good well-constructed schen e of work. Pupils of all levels of
ability are able to make a contribution to the processes ¥~ group planning, preparation and
performance. They show good skills in mime, improvisati »n and role-play. They show good
awareness of the motivation of their assumed characters ar d are able to explain themselves in
hot seat and thought tracking activities. Pupils perform relatively without inhibition but,
though they show their enjoyment of the activities, they mostly perform sensibly and with
control. They appreciate each other’s performance and are able to be self-critical. The
standards achieved are well in line with national expectations.

Pupils commencing the GCSE course at K84 are beginning to gain the confidence to discuss,
prepare and perform a script. They show knowledge and understanding of the plot of “Our
Day Out” which enables them to explore characters in hot-seat activities, helped by
- sympathetic guidance from the teacher. Good progress is made through the key stage and in
Y11, papils are able to work well in groups and confidently prepare scenes from “Lord of the
Flies”. They are able to negotiate and discuss aspects of presentation, and can act both as
performers and directors. Relationships are good and pupils work very cooperatively.
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Achievement by the end of KS4 is consistently good, with all pupils achieving a grade in
GCSE, and an increasing proportion achieving above the national average of grades A*-C,

Standards of achjevement are good in the sixth form. Students respond with enthusiasm in
warm-up. activities and show some confidence in improvisation. Many of the sixth form
students are studying drama for the first time, but all are engaged and interested. The sixth
form course is well constructed to enable students to develop their skills. The past standards
achieved in examinations are good, with all students entered achieving a grade, indicating
good progress relative to stuclents’ abilities.

Since drama has now become established as a separately timetabled subject in the
curriculum, and results in external examinations are good, the progress since the last
inspection is good.

Electronics
Standards of achievement at KS4 and in the sixth form are good.

Electronics is not taught at KS3. However, pupils do have opportunities to inform their
option choices. In Y7 in design and technology they design and construct a fuse tester and in
Y9 they study a control circuit. In Y9 in science, logic gates are studied.

At KS4 pupils choose electzonics as a core option. They make good progress displaying the
confidence, knowledge, understanding and a range of appropriate practical skills o begin to
work independently and in small groups. They are able to bring pre-knowledge to unfamiliar
situations, to design and to sclve problems. In most cases they are able to answer challenging
questions and to offer explanstions in discussion work.

In the sixth form students apgly and extend their knowledge and understanding appropriately
and are able to work totally independently. They can plan, design and solve problems and
complete work of a high standard.

Results at KS4 and in the sixth form are good and have been consistently better than the
national average. |

Psychology

Standards are satisfactory.

Results in the past three years at AS/A level have been below the national average for the top
A/B grades. In most years students have added value to their GCSE results. Most students
currently taking the course in Y13 have a good understanding of psychology. The higher
achievers demonstrate originality and have a good, clear understanding of the subject. Most
Y12 students know the basics of such topics as conformity and minority influence (social
psychology), and the development and variety of attachments (developmental psychology).
Within the AS course students are developing skills of analysis, interpretation and evaluation.

In Y12 and Y13 students interpret, research sensibly and plan their notes logically. They
produce a good range of interesting evaluations of current psychological research. Students
are being enabled to develop their critical and evaluative skills in relation to theory, empirical
studies and methods of research in psychology. Most students can record data in appropriate
forms such as tables and graphs. They can identify anomalous results and they perform
calculations on data such as measures of central tendency, mean, median and mode. The
higher achievers are able to predict results and draw conclusions from their findings. Writing
skills vary in terms of style. Some writing, mainly boys', contains inaccurate spellings of
technical terms. Most students successfully link theory and practical work and reveal a good
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understanding of modern psychology. Students make good use of ICT to producé neat
reports. Work contains graphs and tables with the use of appropriate software.

Since the previous inspection progress has been made. Information contained in Y13 folders
provides e¢vidence that students are capable of undertaking basic investigative work in
psychology and recording their findings in a presentable manner. Most research is now well-
organised, planned through prioritising actions and valid information is assessed and used.

Sociology
Standards of achievement at KS4 and in the sixth form are very good.

Grades gained at A*-C in the GCSE in 2001 were below the national average. Grades gained
by pupils in sociology were better than those gained by them in their other subjects. There
has been a consistent rise in standards of achievement over the last three years.

In Y10, pupils have a secure knowledge of current and previous work. Pupils can distinguish
between primary and secondary agents of socialisation. Pupils use source materials with
accuracy o answer set questions. In Y11, pupils in the third set achieve very good standards
relative to their ability. The majority can define the concept of deviance in the context or
circumstances in which the act takes place. Pupils use writing frames effectively to achieve
good standards of written work. Some pupils produce coursework of a very good standard, A
variety of sociological research methods is successfully employed. Statistical data is clearly
interpreted and evaluations provided.

Grades gained at A level and AS level in 2001 were below the national average. Grades
gained by students at AS level were higher than the grades gained by them in their other
subjects. In Y12, students successfully apply previous work to extend their work on conflict
and culture. In Y13 students undertake categorisation effectively in their study of the
sociology of religion. Relative to their abilities, students achieve very good standards in their
understanding of the distinctive vocabulary, theories and methods of sociology.

There has been a consistent improvement in standards and teaching since the last inspection.

Vocational education
Health and social care

Standards are good at KS4 and in the sixth form.

GNVQ pre-vocational units at either intermediate or foundation levels are available within
the options for pupils at KS4. The more able pupils achieve very good standards, adopting an
active interest in all aspects of the course. Less able pupils demonstrate a tendency to become
talkative in class and less competent with written work. Nevertheless, they are achieving
satisfactory standards.

Students in the sixth form pursue this course towards a GNVQ at intermediate level. Overall
standards are good. The majority of students demonstrate a positive and mature attitude
towards their work. They collaborate readily in group discussions, expressing their views
openly and confidently. They show good planning and research skills, and are able to select
and interpret information effectively. Portfolios are neatly presented and contain much
evidence of good use of information technology mainly as a means of enhancing the
presentation of their work.
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8.1 Pragress Since the Last Inspection

Key Issue 1: Improve standards in: Welsh as an additional language at KS3; design
and technology at K83: history at A level; and GNV(Q manufacturing.

Good progress has been made, despite staffing problems in Welsh, and standards are now
satisfactory. Standards are also satisfactory in history at A level; action taken following the
last inspection increased the time allocations and allowed greater variety of teaching styles.
Results improved with positive residuals being in evidence. GNVQ Manufacturing — the
course no longer exists.

Key Issue 2: Ensure that a greater percentage of pupils at XS4 enter examination
courses, complete the terminal examinations and achieve the subsequent
qualifications,

Satisfactory progress has been made. Many more pupils are entered for GCSE examinations
than at the time of the previous inspection, and resulis for grades A*-G have improved
considerably. Absenteeism, however, still adversely affects outcomes for a significant
minority of pupils.

Key Issue 3: Improve the quality of provision within the PSHE programme.

Very good progress has been made. Standards are good throughout and the PSHE programme
is a strong feature of the school.

Key Issue 4; Meet its statutory duties in respect of religious education and collective
worship and to improve pupils’ spiritual development.

Unsatisfactory progress. Although religious education is now well-established throughout
KS3, religious education at K84 is confined to a section of the PSHE programme and does
not satisfy statutory requirements. Neither does the provision made for religious education in
the sixth form.

The size of the school means that corporate worship through assemblies can only take place
once a week, with whole-school assemblies being limited to occasional events. Assemblies
include pupil participation, visiting clergy and speakers with moral/religious messages.
Corporate worship at local churches is also organised. Daily readings are organised for form
tutor periods. However, statutory requirements are still not fully satisfied.

The wider meaning of spiritual development is enhanced by the school environment,
painting, photographs, art work, use of plants, music etc.

Key Issue S: Eosure that the revised NC history orders for KS3 and for physical
education at KS4 are fully implemented.

Good progress has been made. National Curriculum orders in history are now fully
implemented and physical education has been allocated one peried per week at K54, with the
programme of study being drawn up from the national orders.

Key Issue 6: Develop, across all subjects, pupils’ ability to discuss topics and to
produce extended pieces of writing.

Satisfactory progress has been made. Through the use of writing frames, and use of
homework diaries to record opportunities and developments standards have improved. Work
on boys’ underachievement has further reinforced this area of development.
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Key Issue 7: Continue to upgrade the unsausfactary parts of the school’s
accommodation, as funds become available.

Good progress. Considerable action has taken place, including provision for disabled access,
Grammar Block upgrade, Prys Jones Theatre, furnishings and refurbishment, restaurant
extensions, new floor in restaurant, new science laboratories, all-weather pitch, fennis courts,
and currently the ongoing conversion of Dinorben (the sixth form block) as part of the link
with Liandrillo College.

8.2 Key Issues for Action

1. Continue to raise standards in all subjects, but particularly in those where
achievement is currently assessed as satisfactory by:

e raising teachers’ expectations;
e providing more challenging tasks for pupils;
¢ improving pupils’ seif-esteem and motivation;

e extending the more able pupils.

2. Develop further existing structures for monitoring teaching and learning, analysing
data and setting targets for future success so that a self-evaluative culture becomes
embedded in the school’s practices.

3. Address the health and safety issues associated with:
e access to the river Gele off Dinorben field;
 crash barriers on A55 slipway above Dinorben field;
& crossover between sites.

4. Continue to build . upon the progress made in combating pupils’ unsatisfactory
attendance. To aid in this the school should review and evaluate its registration
systems to ensure consistency of practice across the school.

5. Comply with the statutory requirements for the provision of religious education for all
pupils, and for an-act of corporate worship for all.

Key Issues 1,2 and 4 are ackndwledged within the school’s cusrrent development plan.

Items at Key Issue 3 above have been identified by the school and have been communicated
to the appropriate authorities.
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A. Bai_sic Information About the School

Name of School Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan
School type Foundation
Age-range of pupils 11-19
Address of school Faenol Avenue
Abergele
Conwy
Post-Code L1.22 7HE
Telephone Number 01745 832287
Headteacher Mr N Southorn
Date of appointment 01 September 2001
Chair of Governors Mr D Prys Jones
Registered Inspector Mr B W Medhurst

Dates of inspection

24-28 September 2001

B. School Data and Indicators

ear group

| Number of pupils | 274 | 203

Full-time

Number of teachers 86

Pupil:teacher (fte) ratio (exc

Average teaching group size

Overall contact ratio

130 temporary
1 permanent
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C. Results of National Curriculum Assessments and Public Examinations

Bl
- Total number of pupils in Y9: 293
. D] A W 3
EN | Teacher - | School 0 1 0 0 2] 12
Assessment | National 0 1 0 0 3 G
Test Scheol 0 3 2 n/a g 16
National 0 4 n n n Q
MA | Teacher School 0 1 0 0 H g
Assessment | National 0 1 0 0 i{ 10
Test School 0 7i 0 0 1 8
National 0 6 1 nt n 9
SC § Teacher School 0 1 _ 0 0 01 14
Assessment | National 0 1 2 0 0 1] 10
Test School 0 3 1 0 0 0 8
National 0] 4 1 n nl ni 9
In the school: _ 41 In the school: : 39

In Wales: 49 In Wales: _ 46

D - Pupiis who have been disapplied under sections 364 and 3635 of the Education Act 1996.

A - Pupils who have {ailed to register a level due to absence,

N - Pupils who have failed to register a level for reasoss other than absence.

B - Pupils not entered for tests because they are working outside the levels of the iests.

W - Pupils who are “working towards” leveld 1, but have not yet schieved the standards needed for level 1.
1 - Tesis do not cover these levels.

n/a — Not applicable.
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were entered for 5 or more GC,

achieved 5 or more GCSE grades A*-C

achieved 5 or more GCSE grades A*-G

achieved GCSE grades A*-C in each of mathematics, 25 38 36
science, English or Welsh first language) _

entered at least one CoE, GCSE short course or GCSE 100 98 97
achieved one or more GCSE grades A*-C 63 79 73
achieved one or more GCSE grades A*-G 94 97 92
achieved no graded GCSE 6 3 8

achieved one or more CoE only 4 1 3
achieved a GNV(Q Part 1, a GNVQ at Foundation level or 6 i )

NVQ level 1

achieved a GNVQ Part 1, a GNVQ at Intermediate level or 16 _ i

NVQ level 2

achieved at least 3 GCSE grades A* to C, the equivalent 36 55 49
vocational qualifications or a combination of both

achieved at least 5 GCSE grades A* to G, the equivalent 21 91 85
vocational qualifications or a combination of both .

“Number of pupils aged 16, 17 and 18 in January 2000:

level 3

Number of pupils entered for 2 or more GCE A level examinations or equivalent in 2000: 32
FNu er of pupi CE A levels or equivalent in 2000 241
Percentage of pupils entered who achieved 2 or more grades A-C 59 61 61
Percentage of pupils entered who achieved 2 or more grades A-& 92 92 92
Average points score per candidate 17 17 17
Number of pupils who achieved a GNVQ Intermediate or NVQ 15 i i

at level 2
Number of pupils who achieved a GNVQ Advanced or NV{} at 5 ) )

D. The E\?idence Base of the Inspection

¢ FEighteen inspectors spent the equivalent of 58.5 days at the school.

s Two hundred and twenty five lessons, including full and part-time sessions were observed

covering all curricular areas and, additionally, a sample of PSHE lessons was inspected.

s Inspectors attended assemblies, tutorial sessions, registrations, and observed a range of extra-

curricular activities.

e Inspectors held many discussions with the headteacher, members of the school’s leadership.
group, heads of faculty, heads of department, some heads of year, staff with whole-school
responsibilities, and members of support staff. The registered inspector and the lay inspector
met with the governing body prior to the inspection week, and the registered inspector met

with the chair of the governing body during the week.

e Work across the curriculum, from representative pupils from each year group was examined.
Pupils’ work was also scrutinised during lesson observations.
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Inspection of Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan

Date of Inspection: 24-28 September 2001

¢ Inspectors held formal discussions with groups of pupils and students selected from Y7 to
Y 13. They also talked with many pupils informally.

#  The registered inspector met the staff and some students prior to the inspection.

* Twelve parents attended the pre-inspection meeting. Ninety-six replies to the questionnaire
were received and analysed. Some parents also wrote to the registered inspector.

¢ Comprehensive documentation provided by the school was scrutinised before and during the

inspection.

E. Composition and Responsibilities of the Inspection Team

Inspector Type | Aspect Responsibilities Subject Responsibilities
Mr B Medhurst | Rgl context; main findings; standards achieved in | mathematics
subjects and areas of learning; standards information and
achieved at key skills across the curriculum; | communication technology
teaching; quality of self-evaluation and PSHE
planning for improvement,; leadership and
efficiency; staffing, accommodation and
learning resources; progress since the last
ingpection; key issues for action
Mrs 1> Shields Lay attendance; partnership with parents and
' community, schools and other institutions;
. partnership with industry
Mr G Leech Core English
drama
classical studies
Mr T C Davies Core | behaviour and attitudes; support, guidance history
- and pupils’ welfare sociology
Mr R Bagguley | Core | assessment, recording and reporting; science
curriculum electronics
Mr H Evans Core | pupils’ spizitual, moral, social and cultural religious education
development; provision for pupils with SEN | religious studies
media stadies
Mr R A Roberts | Team Welsh
Dr E Price-Jones | Team mathematics
Mr A Woods Team science
Mrs M Raine Team science
Mrs R E Jones Team design and technology
health and social care
child development
hairdressing and beauty
therapy
Mrs A Neal ~ Team geography
Mrs C Henshaw | Team modern foreign languages
Mr E Forster Team art
Mr A W Jones Team music
Mr K Roden Team design and technology
Mr I D Jones Team physical education
Dr N Carr Team business studies

psychology
accounting
leisure and tourism

The visiting inspectors wish to thank the governors, the head and all the staff for the co-
operation and courtesy they received during the inspection.
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Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year

Appendix 2: Outcome of Estyn inspections 2007-2008;
a. Grades awarded to each provider inspected this year

Local authority maintained schools

Provider type

Blaenau Gwent

Provider

Nursery and primary

Bryngwyn Primary

Nursery and primary

Coed-y-Garn Primary School

Nursery and primary

Georgetown C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Roseheyworth Millennium School

Secondary

Brynmawr School

Secondary

Ebbw Vale Comprehensive School

Pupil Referral Unit

Proteus Project

Bridgend

Nursery and primary

Afon-Y-Felin Primary School

Nursery and primary

Blaengarw Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cefn Cribwr Primary School

Nursery and primary

Corneli Primary School

Nursery and primary

Coychurch (Llangrallo) Primary School

Nursery and primary

Croesty Primary School

Nursery and primary

Nantymoel Primary School

Nursery and primary

Sarn Nursery School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/bryngwyn_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Coed_y_Garn_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Georgetown_CP_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Roseheyworth_Millennium_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Brynmawr_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ebbw_vale_comprehensive_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/proteus_project_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Afon_Y_Felin_Primary_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/blaengarw_primary_school_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cefn_cribwr_primary_school_jan_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/corneli_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Coychurch_Llangrallo_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Croesty_Primary_School_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/nantymoel_primary_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sarn_nursery_school_en_mar_2008.pdf

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type Provider KQ1 KQ2 KQ3 KQ4 KQ5 KQ6 KQ7
Nursery and primary * St Mary’s and St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School

Nursery and primary

Tremains Junior School

Nursery and primary

West Park Primary School

Special

Heronsbridge School

Caerphilly

Nursery and primary

Aberbargoed Primary School

Nursery and primary

Abertysswg Primary School

Nursery and primary

Bedwas Infant School

Nursery and primary

Cefn Fforest Primary School

Nursery and primary

Crumlin High Level Primary School

Nursery and primary

Markham Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pontllanfraith Primary School

Nursery and primary

Rhiw Sir Dafydd Primary

Nursery and primary

Rhydri Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Caerffili

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Ifor Bach

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Lawnt

Secondary

Risca Community Comprehensive School

Secondary

St Martin’s School

The Annual Report of Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education and Training in Wales 2007-2008

< previous page

119


http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_marys_and_St_Patricks_catholic_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tremains_Junior_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/West_Park_Primary_School_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/heronsbridge_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Aberbargoed_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Abertysswg_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/bedwas_infant_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cefn_fforest_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crumlin_high_level_primary_july_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/markham_primary_School_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pontllanfraith_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rhiw_sir_dafydd_primary_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Rhydri_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_GG_Caerffili_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_ifor_bach_june_08.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_lawnt_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/risca_community_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_martin_comprehensive_school_april_2008.pdf

Provider type
Cardiff

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Nursery and primary

Allensbank Primary School

Nursery and primary

Coryton Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cwrt-Yr-Ala Junior School

Nursery and primary

Eglwys Wen Primary School

Nursery and primary

Gladstone Primary

Nursery and primary

Herbert Thompson Primary

Nursery and primary

Holy Family R.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llandaff City C.I.W. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llanishen Fach Primary School

Nursery and primary

Rumney Junior School

Nursery and primary

St Bernadette’s R.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

St David’s C.I.W. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Thornhill Primary School

Nursery and primary

Tremorfa Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Trowbridge Infant School

Nursery and primary

Willowbrook Primary School

Secondary St Teilo’s C.1.W. High School
Special Meadowbank Special School
Special The Court Special School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Allensbank_Primary_School_Jan_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/coryton_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cwrt_yr_ala_junior_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/eglwys_wen_primary_school_en_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Gladstone_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/herbert_thompson_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Holy_Family_RC_Primary_School.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandaff_City_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanishen_Fach_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rumney_junior_school_en_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Bernadettes_RC_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Davids_CIW_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Thornhill_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tremorfa_Nursery_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/trowbridge_infant_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Willowbrook_Primary_School.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Teilos_CIW_High_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Meadowbank_Special_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/the_court_special_school_may_2008.pdf

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type

Carmarthenshire

Provider

Nursery and primary

Ammanford Infants School

Nursery and primary

Halfway C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Laugharne V.C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llandybie C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llanmiloe C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llannon Primary School

Nursery and primary

Model C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Mynyddygarreg Primary School

Nursery and primary

Nantgaredig Primary School

Nursery and primary

Old Road Primary School

Nursery and primary

Richmond Park Primary School

Nursery and primary

Tremoilet V.C.P.

Nursery and primary

Tumble Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymraeg Gwenllian

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Brynsaron

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Gorslas

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Rhys Prichard

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Castell

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Ddwylan
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ammanford_Infants_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Halfway_CP_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Laugharne_VCP_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandybie_CP_School_December_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanmiloe_cp_school_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Llannon_December_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/model_ciw_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_mynyddygarreg_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_nantgaredig_june_08.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Old_Road_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Richmond_Park_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tremoilet_VCP_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Tymbl_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gymraeg_gwenllian_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Brynsaron_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Gorslas_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Rhys_Pritchard_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_castell_june_08.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Ddwylan.pdf

Provider type

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Secondary Queen Elizabeth High School
Secondary Ysgol Gyfun Dyffryn Taf
Ceredigion

Nursery and primary

Capel Seion Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cilcennin C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ffynnonbedr Primary School

Nursery and primary

Mynach C.P. School

Nursery and primary

St Padarn’s R.C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Craig Yr Wylfa

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Beulah

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Dihewyd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Llangwyryfon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Llechryd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Liwyn-Yr-Eos

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Penlon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Castell Caerwedros

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Dderi

Secondary

Penglais Comprehensive School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/queen_elizabeth_high_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gyfun_Dyffryn_Taf_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/capel_seion_primary_school_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cilcennin_CP_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ffynnon_bedr_cp_School_mar_2008_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/mynach_cp_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_padarns_rcp_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_craig_yr_wylfa_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Beulah_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Dihewyd_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Llangwyryfon_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Llechryd_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Llwyn_Yr_Eos_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_penlon_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_caerwedros_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_dderi_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/penglais_comprehensive_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
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Provider type

Conwy

Provider

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Babanod Llanfairfechan

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Capel Garmon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Eglwysbach

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Glanwydden

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Maelgwn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Pant-Y-Rhedyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol T. Gwynn Jones

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Trefriw

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Y Foryd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Yr Wyddfid

Secondary

Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy

Secondary

Ysgol Emrys ap Iwan

Denbighshire

Nursery and primary

Bodnant Infants School

Nursery and primary

Bodnant Junior School

Nursery and primary

Borthyn V.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Famau

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Caer Drewyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Cefn Meiriadog
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Babanod_Llanfairfechan_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_capel_garmon_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Eglwysbach_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_glanwydden_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Maelgwn_Dec_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_pant_y_rhedyn_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_t_gwynn_jones_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_trefriw_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_y_Foryd_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_yr_Wyddfid_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Dyffryn_Conwy_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Emrys_Ap_Iwan.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bodnant_Infants_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bodnant_Junior_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/borthyn_vc_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_famau_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Caer_Drewyn_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Cefn_Meiriadog_October_07.pdf

Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Ysgol Penmorfa

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Trefnant

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Castell

Flintshire

Nursery and primary

Brynford C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Custom House Lane Junior School

Nursery and primary

Nercwys Primary School

Nursery and primary

Rector Drew V.A. Junior School

Nursery and primary

Saltney Ferry C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Sandycroft C.P. School

Nursery and primary

St David’s R.C. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Carmel

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bryn Coch C.P.

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Derwenfa

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Glan Aber C.P.

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gronant

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Maes Edwin

Secondary

Castell Alun High School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_penmorfa_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Trefnant_December_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_castell_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Brynford_CP_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Custom_House_Lane_Junior_School_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/nercwys_primary_school_en_Feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Rector_Drew_V.A._School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/saltney_ferry_cp_school_march_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sandycroft_c_p_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_davids_rc_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_carmel_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Bryn_Coch_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_derwenfa_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_glan_aber_cp_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gronant_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Maes_Edwin_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Castell_Alun_High_School.pdf
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Provider type
Gwynedd

Provider

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Beuno Sant, Y Bala

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Brithdir

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Lleu

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bronyfoel

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Crud y Werin

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Dyffryn Dulas

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gwaun Gynfi

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Bryncrug

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Edern

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Talsarnau

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd y Ganllwyd

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd y Groeslon

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd y Parc

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Llanbedrog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Rhostryfan

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Tregarth

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Friog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol y Gorlan

Secondary

Ysgol Botwnnog
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_beuno_sant_y_bala_en_Mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Brithdir_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Bro_Lleu_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Bronyfoel_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_crud_y_werin_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Dyffryn_Dulas_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gwaun_Gynfi_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_bryncrug_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_edern_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gynradd_talsarnau_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Ganllwyd_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Groeslon_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Y_Parc_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_llanbedrog_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_rhostryfan_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Tregarth_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Friog.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_y_gorlan_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Botwnnog_October_2007.pdf

Provider type

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Secondary Ysgol Y Berwyn
Secondary Ysgol Y Moelwyn
Special Ysgol Pendalar

Pupil Referral Unit

Canolfan Brynffynnon

Merthyr Tydfil

Nursery and primary

Abercanaid Community School

Nursery and primary

Gellifaelog Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pantysgallog Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s R.C. VA Primary School

Secondary

Afon Taf High School

Secondary

Bishop Hedley High School

Monmouthshire

Nursery and primary

Gilwern Junior and Infant School

Nursery and primary

Llandogo C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llanover Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s Junior School and Special Needs Unit

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s R.C. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Thornwell Primary School

Secondary

Caldicot Comprehensive School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Berwyn.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Y_Moelwyn_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Pendalar_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Canolfan_Brynffynnon_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/abercanaid_community_school_august_08.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Gellifaelog_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pantysgallog_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Marys_RC_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Afon_Taf_High_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bishop_Hedley_High_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/gilwern_c_p_school_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandogo_CP_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanover_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_marys_junior_and_special_needs_unit.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Marys_RC_Primary_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Thornwell_Primary_School_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Caldicot_Comprehensive_School_Novemeber_2007.pdf

Provider type
Neath Port Talbot

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Nursery and primary

Abergwynfi Infant School

Nursery and primary

Bryn Primary School

Nursery and primary

Coedffranc Primary School

Nursery and primary

Croeserw Primary School

Nursery and primary

Crynallt Infant School

Nursery and primary

Duffryn Afan Primary School

Nursery and primary

Neath Abbey Infant School

Nursery and primary

Tonmawr Primary School

Nursery and primary

Y.G.G. Blaendulais

Nursery and primary

Ynysfach Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymraeg Pontardawe

Secondary

Dyffryn School

Pupil Referral Unit

Bryncoch Tuition Centre

Pupil Referral Unit

Ty Afan Primary Centre

Pupil Referral Unit

Ty Afan Secondary Centre

Newport

Nursery and primary

Brynglas Primary School

Nursery and primary

Eveswell Primary School

Nursery and primary

Glasllwch Community Primary School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/abergwynfi_infant_school_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bryn_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Coedffranc_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/croeserw_primary_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crynallt_infant_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/duffryn_afan_primary_school_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Neath_Abbey_Infants_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/tonmawr_primary_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/YGG_Blaendulais_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ynysfach_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Gymraeg_Pontardawe_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/dyffryn_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bryncoch_Tuition_Centre_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ty_afan_primary_centre_Mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ty_Afan_Secondary_Centre_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/brynglas_primary_july_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Eveswell_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/glasllwch_c_p_school_Mar_2008.pdf

Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

High Cross Primary School

Nursery and primary

Langstone Primary School

Nursery and primary

Malpas C.I.W. Junior School

Nursery and primary

Malpas Park Primary School

Nursery and primary

Milton Infants School

Nursery and primary

Rogerstone Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Julian’s Junior School

Secondary

Bettws High School

Secondary

Duffryn High School

Pembrokeshire

Nursery and primary

Hakin C.P. Infant and Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Holy Name V.R.C. School

Nursery and primary

Pennar Community School

Nursery and primary

Sageston Community Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Florence VC School

Nursery and primary

Tenby V.C. Infants School

Nursery and primary

The Meads C.P. Infant & Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Bro Ingli

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Eglwyswrw

Secondary

Greenhill School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/High_Cross_Primary_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/langstone_primary_school_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/malpas_ciw_junior_school_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/malpas_park_primary_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Milton_Infants_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rogerstone_primary_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Julians_Junior_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bettws_High_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Duffryn_High_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Hakin_CP_Infant_and_Nursery_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/holy_name_vrc_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pennar_cp_junior_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sageston_c_p_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_florence_vc_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/tenby_infants_vc_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/the_meads_c_p_infant_and_nursery_school_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_ingli_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Eglwyswrw_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/the_greenhill_school_april_2008.pdf

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type Provider KQ1 KQ2 KQ3 KQ4 KQ5 KQ6 KQ7

Powys

Nursery and primary

Berriew C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Bronllys C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Crickhowell C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ffynnon Gynydd Church in Wales Primary School

Nursery and primary

Forden C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Glasbury C.I.W.(A) School

Nursery and primary

Irfon Valley C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Knighton C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Llanbedr C.I.W. (Aided)

Nursery and primary

Llandrindod Wells C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Llanelwedd C.I.W. School

Nursery and primary

Llanidloes C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llansantffraid C.I.W.A.

Nursery and primary

Radnor Valley C.P.

Nursery and primary

Rhayader Church in Wales School

Nursery and primary

Trefnanney C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Cynlais C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymraeg Ynysgedwyn

Secondary

Caereinion High School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Berriew_CP_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bronllys_CP_School.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crickhowell_cp_school_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ffynnon_gynydd_church_in_wales_july_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Forden_CIW_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/glasbury_ciwa_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Irfon_Valley_CP_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/knighton_ciw_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanbedr_CIW_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llandrindod_Wells_CIW_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanelwedd_CIW_School_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanidloes_CP_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llansantffraid_ciwa_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/radnor_valley_cp_school_july_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/rhayader_ciw_School_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/trefnanney_cp_School_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_cynlais.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gymraeg_Ynysgedwyn_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Caereinion_High_School_October_2007.pdf

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type

Provider

Secondary Gwernyfed High School
Secondary Ysgol Bro Ddyfi
Rhondda Cynon Taff

Nursery and primary

Abercynon Infants School

Nursery and primary

Aberllechau Primary School

Nursery and primary

Caradog Primary School

Nursery and primary

Carnetown Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cilfynydd Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cwmbach Infants School

Nursery and primary

Darren las Primary School

Nursery and primary

Glantaf Infant School

Nursery and primary

Llanharan Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llanilltud Faerdref Primary School

Nursery and primary

Liwydcoed Primary

Nursery and primary

Miskin Primary School

Nursery and primary

Penygawsi Primary School

Nursery and primary

Porth Junior Mixed School

Nursery and primary

Rhydyfelin Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Tonypandy Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ynyscynon Nursery School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Gwernyfed_High_School_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_bro_ddyfi_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Abercynon_Infants_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/aberllechau_primary_school_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Caradog_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/carnetown_primary_school_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cilfynydd_primary_school_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cwmbach_Infants_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Darrenlas_Primary_School.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Glantaf_Infant_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanharan_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llanilltud_faerdref_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/llwydcoed_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Miskin_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/penygawsi_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/porth_junior_school_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Rhydyfelin_Nursery_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tonypandy_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ynyscynon_nursery_school.pdf

Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Ysgol G.G. Bronllwyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Heol-y-Celyn

Nursery and primary

Ysgol yr Eos

Secondary

Hawthorn High School

Secondary

Ysgol Gyfun Cymer Rhondda

Pupil Referral Unit

Tai Educational Centre

Pupil Referral Unit

Ty Gwyn Education Centres

Swansea

Nursery and primary

Cadle Primary School

Nursery and primary

Christchurch (C.1.W.) VA Primary School

Nursery and primary

Cwmbwrla Primary School

Nursery and primary

Gwyrosydd Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llangyfelach Primary School

Nursery and primary

Mayals Primary School

Nursery and primary

Newton Primary School

Nursery and primary

Parkland Primary School

Nursery and primary

Penclawdd Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pentrepoeth Junior School

Nursery and primary

Pontlliw Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Joseph’s Cathedral Junior School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gg_bronllwyn_en_march_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/heol_y_celyn_primary_school_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_yr_Eos_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/hawthorn_high_School_en_Feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_gyfun_cymer_rhondda_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Tai_Educational_Centre.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ty_Gwyn_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/cadle_primary_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Christchurch_CIW_Voluntary_Aided_Primary.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cwmbwrla_Primary_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/gwyrosydd_primary_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llangyfelach_Primary_School_March_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/mayals_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/newton_primary_school_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Parkland_Primary_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/penclawdd_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Pentrepoeth_Junior_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pontlliw_primary_school_en.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Josephs_Cathedral_Junior_School_November_2007.pdf

Provider type

Nursery and primary

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School

Nursery and primary

Talycopa Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ynystawe Primary School

Secondary Birchgrove Comprehensive School
Secondary Penyrheol Comprehensive School
Special Penybryn Senior Special School
Torfaen

Nursery and primary

Brookfield Primary School

Nursery and primary

Croesyceiliog North Road Infant School

Nursery and primary

George Street Primary School

Nursery and primary

Griffithstown Primary

Nursery and primary

Llanyrafon Primary School

Nursery and primary

New Inn Primary School

Nursery and primary

Our Lady of the Angels RC VA School

Nursery and primary

St David’s Junior and Infant School

Nursery and primary

Victoria Primary School

Nursery and primary

Woodlands Community Primary School

Secondary

Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw

Special

Crownbridge Special Day School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/St_Josephs_Catholic_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Talycopa_Primary_School.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ynystawe_primary_school_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Birchgrove_Comprehensive_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Penyrheol_Comprehensive_School.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Penybryn_Senior_Special_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Brookfield_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Croesyceiliog_North_Rd_Infants_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/George_Street_Primary_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/griffithstown_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llanyrafon_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/new_inn_primary_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/our_lady_of_the_angels_rc_va_primary_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_davids_rc_jnr_and_inf_cwmbran_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/victoria_primary_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Woodlands_Community_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gyfun_gwynllyw_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/crownbridge_special_day_school_mar_2008.pdf

Provider type

Vale of Glamorgan

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider

Nursery and primary

Barry Island Primary

Nursery and primary

Bute Cottage Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Eagleswell Primary

Nursery and primary

Holton Primary School

Nursery and primary

Llancarfan C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Llanfair County Primary School

Nursery and primary

Pendoylan C.I.W. VA Primary

Nursery and primary

St Helen’s R.C. Infant and Nursery School

Nursery and primary

Sully Primary School

Nursery and primary

Wick Marcross C.I.W. Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Sant Curig

Secondary

Cowbridge Comprehensive School

Wrexham

Nursery and primary

Acton Park Infants School

Nursery and primary

Acton Park Junior School

Nursery and primary

Bwlchgwyn C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Chirk Infants School

Nursery and primary

Froncysyllte C.P. School

Nursery and primary

Holt Community Primary School
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/barry_island_primary_school_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bute_Cottage_Nursery_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/eagleswell_primary_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Holton_Primary_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Llancarfan_cp_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/lllanfair_cp_july_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/pendoylan_ciw_primary_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ST_HELENS.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/sully_primary_school_en_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/wick_marcross_ciw_primary_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Sant_Curig_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Cowbridge_Comprehensive_School_November_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/acton_Park_Infants_School_en_Mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Acton_Park_Junior_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Bwlchgwyn_CP_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Chirk_Infants_School_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/froncysyllte_cp_school_apr_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/holts_community_primary_school_en_feb_2008.pdf

Appendix 2a: Outcomes of Estyn inspections 2007-2008; grades awarded to each provider inspected this year
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Provider type Provider KQ1 KQ2 KQ3 KQ4 KQ5 KQ6 KQ7

Nursery and primary

Johnstown Infants School

Nursery and primary

Johnstown Junior School

Nursery and primary

Minera Aided Primary School

Nursery and primary

St Chad’s Church in Wales Aided Primary School, Hanmer

Nursery and primary

St Mary’s C.I.W. Aided School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Sant Dunawd

Secondary Darland High School

Secondary St Joseph’s Catholic and Anglican Secondary School
Secondary The Maelor School

Secondary Ysgol Morgan Llwyd

Special St Christopher’s School

Ynys Mén

Nursery and primary

Beaumaris Primary School

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Ffrwd Win

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Goronwy Owen

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gymuned Llanfechell

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Caergeiliog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Gynradd Esceifiog

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Llangaffo

Nursery and primary

Ysgol Santes Fair, St Mary’s R.C. Primary School

Secondary

Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni
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http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Johnstown_Infants_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/johnstown_junior_school_en_feb_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/minera_aide_primary_school_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/saint_chads_church_in_wales_aided_primary_june_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_marys_ciw_aided_july_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Sant_Dunawd_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Darland_High_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_josephs_catholic_and_anglican_secondary_school_april_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/The_Maelor_School_February_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Morgan_Llwyd_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/st_christophers_school_mar_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Beaumaris_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Ffrwd_Win_September_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Goronwy_Owen_January_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gymuned_llanfechell_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Gynradd_Caergeiliog_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/en_ysgol_gynradd_esceifiog.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_llangaffo_may_2008.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/Ysgol_Santes_Fair_St_Marys_RC_School_October_2007.pdf
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/inspection_reports/ysgol_gyfun_llangefni_jun_2008.pdf
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