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Figure 1:  A and AS level entries (Joint Council for Qualifications, 2020a) 
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Appendix 1:  Evidence base 

School sixth form data  



 

Further education data  

Developing a joint approach to data in schools and colleges  



 

The current measures for learner outcomes in FE and sixth forms are entirely 
separate: 

In FE, the main measure is ‘learning activity success’ which is based on all 
terminated learning activities, and therefore combines learner completion and 
attainment but without taking any account of grades or qualification points 
scores. 

In sixth forms, measures are based only on pupils who are entered for 
examinations; they therefore do not include retention/completion, but do take 
account of grades and points scores. 

This lack of consistency means that colleges and schools cannot be held 
accountable for outcomes in the same way, or compared on a ‘level playing field’, 
even where learners are doing the same qualifications in different settings.  It also 
means that learners cannot make an informed choice about studying at school or 
college. 
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Appendix 2 

Figure 2:  AS level results 
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Figure 3:  A level results 
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Business and social studies A levels in sixth forms and further education colleges 

Diagrams adapted from Sinnema and Aitken (2012) 

Focusing inquiry
What is most important

(and therefore worth spending time on),
given where my students are at? 

Learning inquiry
What happened as a result
of the teaching, and what
are the implications for

future teaching?

Teaching inquiry
What strategies

(evidence-based)
are most likely to help

my student learn?

Teaching as inquiry



 

 

Glossary 

Average points 
score  

AWCDS  

BTEC  

Completion rates  

GCE A levels  

GCE AS levels  

LLWR  

Level 3 threshold 

Sector subject area 
(SSA) 

Seren 

Subsidiary diploma 

Success rates 

  



 

 

Value-added data 

WJEC 

Numbers – quantities and proportions 
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