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Summary 

 

 
 
Gladstone Primary School is a nurturing and inclusive community that recognises the individual needs of 
pupils and their families well. Leaders ensure that all school improvement activities are backed by 
appropriate evidence, gained through ongoing enquiry and research.  

The headteacher and governors engage staff at all levels in the ongoing evaluation of teaching and learning 
across the school. Staff take part in a range of research activities to help them reflect upon and improve the 
quality of their teaching. Well-designed learning areas enable pupils of all ages to develop and apply skills 
through a range of engaging activities. Teachers’ use of the outdoor learning environment across the 
younger classes is innovative and highly effective. In combination, the quality of teaching and the learning 
experiences provided support most pupils to make good progress in many aspects of their learning whilst 
at the school.  

Staff provide high quality support for pupils and their families. Leaders ensure that all staff receive suitable 
training that is responsive to and closely matched to the needs of all pupils, including those with additional 
learning needs (ALN) and those from low-income households. Through a wide range of partnerships, 
leaders and staff build effective teams around pupils and their families, breaking down barriers to learning 
successfully.  

Leaders have introduced a new approach to teaching mathematics that is beginning to have a positive 
impact on the ability of younger pupils to understand and use number. In the older classes, teachers do not 
consider the individual abilities of their pupils well enough and as a result, many older pupils do not 
receive the appropriate level of challenge or support during mathematics lessons.  

Most teachers model spoken Welsh appropriately and provide pupils with regular opportunities to 
rehearse Welsh words and sentence patterns. However, opportunities for pupils to apply this learning in 
conversation are limited and as a result, most pupils across the school, lack confidence when speaking 
Welsh. 

Currently, the school is in a very difficult financial situation. The school is in the process of developing a 
financial recovery plan to present to the local authority.
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Recommendations and next steps 

 

 
 

We have made three recommendations to help the school continue to improve:  

R1. Work with the local authority to address the school’s financial challenges 

R2. Improve mathematics teaching for older pupils 

R3. Improve pupils’ Welsh oracy skills 

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection.  

 

Full Report 
If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this link to the full 
report 
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