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Summary

Leaders, governors, staff, and parents at Waunfawr Primary School work collaboratively to foster a strong
sense of belonging. Pupils take pride in their school and feel happy, safe, and supported. The headteacher
sets high expectations and leads with clarity and purpose, ensuring a consistent focus on pupil well-being
and achievement. Governors play an integral role in the school, providing highly effective support and
challenge to the headteacher and staff. Leaders and staff prioritise strong relationships with parents and
carers. They communicate openly and involve families regularly in a wide range of school events and
activities.

Staff promote pupils values such as respect and kindness effectively through regular assemblies and active
involvement in charity events. They provide pupils with meaningful opportunities to contribute to school
life, particularly through a wide range of pupil voice groups. As a result, nearly all pupils behave well and
develop into confident, responsible individuals who make a positive contribution to the life of the school.

Staff place a strong and consistent emphasis on developing pupils’ speaking and listening skills. Most
pupils listen attentively, respect the views of others, and contribute thoughtfully to discussions across the
curriculum. Provision to develop pupils reading and writing skills supports most pupils to make good
progress. Pupils have regular, worthwhile opportunities to use these skills in their work across the
curriculum. Welsh language development is a notable strength. Many pupils confidently use spoken Welsh
in everyday contexts. Teachers plan and deliver mathematics lessons well. They use a wide range of
strategies that help pupils to understand key concepts and apply their skills confidently. This effective
provision enables many pupils to make good progress in mathematics and numeracy.

Overall, the school offers a broad and stimulating curriculum that promotes high aspirations and supports
pupils to engage meaningfully in their learning. Teachers design purposeful and well-structured learning
experiences that successfully develop pupils’ knowledge, skills, and understanding. However, there are too
few opportunities for pupils to choose what they learn or make choices of how they complete their work.

Support for pupils with additional learning needs (ALN) is a notable strength. Staff identify needs early,
monitor progress closely, and provide tailored support, helping most ALN pupils to make strong progress
against their targets.
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Recommendations and next steps

We have made one recommendation to help the school continue to improve:

R1 Improve opportunities for pupils to reflect on their learning, make choices about their work and
develop as effective independent learners

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection.

Full Report

If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this link to the full
report
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