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Summary

Pupils at Ysgol y Mynydd Du Primary School benefit from its kind and caring culture. Leaders and staff
foster positive and nurturing working relationships with pupils. They establish a calm atmosphere to
ensure that most pupils feel happy and safe, behave well and engage in their learning effectively. Leaders
create a supportive team ethos where everyone feels valued. Governors understand the school well and
support the headteacher suitably. Leaders value effective family and community links and endeavour to
ensure that they are forming strong relationships with the majority of families.

Most pupils, including those with additional learning needs (ALN) and those living in poverty, make suitable
progress from their starting points. By the time they leave the school, most pupils’ speaking and listening,
reading, writing and numeracy skills develop well. However, pupils’ Welsh language skills across the school
are limited.

Many teachers engage pupils effectively in their learning with exciting and interesting activities. They use
assessment effectively to plan lessons that help pupils develop a range of skills and make progress in their
learning. In a few lessons, teachers over-direct the learning and do not allow pupils enough opportunities
to develop theirindependence and creativity. Generally, teachers do not use outdoor learning spaces
effectively to support pupils’ learning.

Staff have created a curriculum that promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development
well. They have established inclusive, effective provision for pupils with ALN and provide tailored support
that meets individual pupils’ needs well.

Leaders identify appropriate school improvement priorities but the school’s work to improve pupils’ Welsh
language skills is under-developed. Staff work effectively with external agencies to support pupils and their
families to improve attendance. However, levels of attendance remain too low and persistent absenteeism
is too high.
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Recommendations and next steps

We have made three recommendations to help the school continue to improve:

R1 Address inconsistencies in the quality of teaching to ensure that all pupils have access to high
quality learning experiences

R2 Improve pupils’ Welsh language speaking skills
R3 Continue to improve attendance

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection.

Full Report

If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this link to the full
report
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