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Summary 

 

 
 
Overall, staff and governors work in close partnership within the local diocese to ensure that Archdeacon 
John Lewis Church in Wales V.A. Primary School is fully inclusive. Leaders develop a nurturing environment 
where, most pupils and staff feel supported and respected.  

School leaders, including governors, use a range of monitoring and evaluation activities appropriately to 
highlight the strengths of the school. However, these activities do not always focus closely enough on 
identifying areas in need of development. 

Elements of the provision for pupils’ well-being, such as the work to improve pupils’ social awareness and 
resilience are a strength of the school. As they progress through the school, many pupils begin to take 
responsibility for their own learning. However, a few instances of poor behaviour disrupt learning and 
cause distress for too many pupils. 

Staff provide effective support for pupils who require additional help in the development of their literacy 
and numeracy skills. This supports these pupils to access their learning successfully. Suitably detailed 
individual learning plans provide clear guidance to staff when supporting pupils with additional learning 
needs (ALN). The majority of pupils with ALN make good progress.  

Staff work well collaboratively to ensure that pupils develop their literacy and numeracy skills 
progressively. Many pupils develop as confident and skilful mathematicians, and they apply their 
numeracy skills well in a range of purposeful activities across the curriculum. Older pupils do not build 
upon their early Welsh language skills well enough.  

The school monitors attendance carefully and actively promotes the importance of regular attendance but, 
rates of persistent absence are too high.  

The recently appointed acting headteacher is working with governors to address long standing issues, for 
instance in relation to site management. However, over time, governors have not ensured the upkeep of 
the school premises well enough.
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Recommendations and next steps 

We have made four recommendations to help the school continue to improve: 

R1 Implement consistent and effective approaches to manage instances of poor behaviour and keep 
the effectiveness of these arrangements under regular review. 

R2 Reduce persistent absence. 

R3 Develop the effectiveness of school leaders in ensuring that monitoring and evaluation activities 
identify and address important areas for development. 

R4 Improve the Welsh language skills of older pupils. 

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection. 

Full Report 
If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this link to the full 
report 
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